“Who Am I In Christ” – A Study Through Ephesians
“My Identity – In Christ” (Ephesians 1:1 – 2:10)

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Ephesians 1:1 – 2:10) NLT
· (Read 1:1-3)

WE’RE GOING TO SPEND THE NEXT FEW WEEKS…
	- In a series through Ephesians titled…
· “Who Am I In Christ?”

~ BACKGROUND ~ 

THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS…
	- Is one of the four prison epistles written by Paul…
· To a community of roughly 300,000 people.

EPHESUS WAS A MULTICULTURAL CITY…
	- That was known for its sophisticated, fashionable & cultured people…
· Think of our modern-day New York / San Francisco. 

- In it’s midst was one of the seven wonders of the word…
· The Temple of Artemis (Diana - Roman name)
· A place to worship this goddess known for fertility. 

- Not only famous for it’s size (~200’ tall)…
· But also for the magnificent works of art that adorned it.
· And being a bank where people all over the world…
· Would deposit money & valuables. 

- This made the city of Ephesus…
· One of the greatest depositories of wealth across Asia Minor. 

~ INTRO ~ 

WITH THIS BACKGROUND…
	- Paul writes a letter to a church… 
· Where he spent over two years ministering (Acts 19:1-20)…
· With the theme of: “The Christian’s Riches of blessings in Christ”

- Underscoring the reality of what it truly means to be “In Christ”
·  From our identity…
· To our unity in the family of God… 
· To our lifestyle in the world.

- The first half of the book gives shape to doctrinal issues…
· While the second half is the practical application of that doctrine. 

THE FIRST SECTION WE’LL LOOK AT TODAY…
	- Is (Ephesians 1:1 – 2:10) NLT
· I’ve titled today’s message…
· “My Identity – In Christ”

~ STUDY ~ 

IDENTITY FOR THE CHRISTIAN…
	- Is a foundational truth that defines who we are at the deepest level…

· The bible teaches…
· It goes beyond what we do / achieve / fail / circumstances…
· Our identity is grounded “in Christ”

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3) NKJV

	- This is one of the key expressions of Ephesians

AS WE UNPACKAGE…
	- What Paul teaches about “My Identity in Christ” …
· Here’s a few things we for us to learn today:

~ IDEA # 1 – “I’m Chosen” (1:1-14) ~

(vv. 3-4)

WHEN WE BECOME CHRISTIANS…
	- There are four things that are true our lives…
· Paul references this as “every spiritual blessing”

#1 I’m Adopted (v. 5)

THIS WORD DESCRIBES…
- A technical term in roman law…
· That had specific legal & social effects. 

- Taking the position of an adult son to posses the same rights & obligations. 
· Immediately taking advantage of the inheritance given because of position. 

- For more info on predestination & adoption…
· Check out Pastor Jeff’s teaching in Ephesians in the app. 
· https://westminstercalvary.subspla.sh/gtjnrvg 

#2 I’m Redeemed (v. 7)

THIS SPEAKS OF FREEDOM BEING PURCHASED…
	- Because a specific price had been paid.
· Resulting in the immediate forgiveness of sins. 

#3 I Receive an Inheritance (v. 11)

WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO…
	- The fullness of our inheritance in the life to come…
· But we experience a glimpse of it now…
· In the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

#4 I’m Sealed By The Spirit (v. 13-14)

BEING SEALED INDICATES:
1) Security
2) Authentication & approval
3) Certification of genuineness
4) Identification of ownership

THIS IS THE DOWN PAYEMENT…
	- Signifying there’s more to come…
· A little bit of heaven in each believer. 

GOD DOES ALL THIS…
	- To receive all glory and honor from his creation!

HERE’S THE POINT:
	- Our salvation is initiated / developed / & completed by God…
· Which means he has a vested interest in our success!
· (Isa. 48:11) NLT

~ IDEA #2 – “I’m Still Growing” (1:15-23) ~

I’VE BEEN LEARNING OVER THIS LAST YEAR…
	- Growth doesn’t happen fast…
· Because it takes a lifetime of walking with Jesus.
· And it never ends!

(vv. 15-16)

PAUL GIVES A WRITTEN PRAYER…
	- That he consistently prayed for the people of Ephesus…
· With specific requests focused on their growth in the Lord.

- As he writes this prayer he praises their evident love for others…
· And their strong faith in Jesus…
· So why would he need to pray for their growth?!

- They’ve received all the spiritual blessings…
· And Paul prays those blessings would have effect in their life…
· By experiencing them personally. 

- Just like if you were given $1 Million dollars…
· It doesn’t have effect in your life…
· Until you use it!

SO PAUL PRAYS FOR A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF GOD…
	- Through greater knowledge and experience in their lives with Him…
· And makes request for them in three areas. 

#1 Knowledge (v. 17)

FIRST PAUL ASKS THAT THEY WOULD RECEIVE WISDOM…
	- Wisdom - gives insight into the true nature of something…
- Revelation - the unveiling of on object…
· Namely their knowledge of God.

FOR US… AS WE READ & STUDY GOD’S WORD…
	- He reveals Himself to us through the truths that are written…
· And insight from the Holy Spirit. 

THERFORE GROWING IN RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM…
	- Happens because we’re learning of His character…
· And observing how He views us, our actions, our attitudes. 

- *I begin to see things the way God sees things!

#2 Understanding (v. 18)

NEXT HE PRAYS FOR THEM TO BE ENLIGHTENED…
	- With more understanding of the confident hope they have.
· Find out that God’s word is true & effective

WE… TAKE THE THINGS WE’VE READ & STUDIED…
	- And applying them in our lives personally to show its truth…
· Which grows my confidence…
· In the unbelievable promises that are written.

- I Recall who God is & what He’s said…
· And it effects my life. 

#3 Power (v. 19)

FINALLY HE PRAYS FOR THE BELIEVERS…
	- To experience “the incredible greatness of God’s power…”
· The catalyst to the miraculous…
· Moving beyond knowledge & wisdom…
· To the supernatural intervention. 

(vv. 21-23)

WE EXPERIENCE THIS SAME POWER… 
- As we walk out God’s directives by faith…
· He supplies the power necessary to accomplish His will in my life. 

for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. (Phil. 2:13) NKJV

HERE’S WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE…
	- In a practical way…

1) Knowing God is forgiving and wants me to forgive others
2) Walking out that forgiveness as displayed by Christ
3) Experiencing the supernatural healing of a wounded soul – Only God can touch!

I SEE WHAT GOD SAYS…
	- I own it for myself…
· I do it with His power in my life!

- But this only happens personally…
· Through the experiences of life with Jesus. 
· It cannot be rushed!

THIS YEAR WE WROTE DOWN…
	- Three major issues that popped up…
· And how God helped us thru them. 
· Orthodontist bill
· Kids school
· Roof replacement
· “Yeah, the Lord helped us!” (green lights)

~IDEA #3 – “I Have a Testimony” (2:1-10) ~

FINALLY… OUR NEW IDENTITY…
	- Rests in our testimony of salvation…
· Which is what Paul now describes to the Ephesians. 

#1 How God Found Us (vv. 1-3)

WE WERE SPIRITUALLY DEAD IN OUR SIN…
	- Living according to the values of this present age…
· Under the control of it’s leader (Satan). 

- Literally saying that the devil rules over…
· The inward person who’s not saved…
· Turning them where he wants them to go – a puppet! 

#2 How God Intervened (vv.4-7)

I LOVE HOW HE TRANSITIONS THIS SECTION…
	- With the phrase “but God”

· Stopped you in your tracks with His arms extended…
· Offering a better way forward…
· Because of His mercy / love / grace. 

#3 Where He’s Taking Us (vv. 8-10)

NOW WE’RE ON A DIFFERENT PATH…
	- One where we experience new life with Christ…
· And become examples of His grace & kindness! 

THE RESULT OF SALVATION BY GRACE…
	- I’m God’s handiwork (that which has been made by God)…
· No longer the result of my handiwork (That which I can accomplish)

~ IN CLOSING (WORSHIP TEAM) ~

"Therefore if anyone is in Christ [that is, grafted in, joined to Him by faith in Him as Savior], he is a new creature [reborn and renewed by the Holy Spirit]; the old things [the previous moral and spiritual condition] have passed away. Behold, new things have come [because spiritual awakening brings a new life]." (2 Corinthians 5:17 AMP)

THESE TRUTHS DESCRIBE OUR NEW IDENTITY…
- That we might enjoy the reality of them in our lives personally…
· Christ has chosen us & given us a new life & purpose…
· As God’s handiwork, created for good works…
· That He has prepared for us.

- If you’re here and you want to receive this new identity today…
· Raise up your hand so I can pray with you. 
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