Haggai 1
“It’s Time To Go Deeper”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Haggai 1) NLT

(Read 1:1-2)

~ LET’S PRAY ~ 


~ INTRO ~ 

THERE ARE TIMES IN OUR LIVES…
	- When we are super enthusiastic about following Jesus…
· And others when we’re just not feeling it…
· For one reason or another.

- Sometimes we just get distracted with everyday life:
· Our work commitments fill our days…
· Kids activates fill our calendars…
· Passions & hobbies occupy our thoughts.

SLOWLY OVERTIME…
	- Our lives begin to sift focus to the temporal blessings…
· Rather than eternal mission God has called us to…
· And Jesus needs to get our attention. 

- God desires that we would experience the best He has for us…
· Rather than settle for the best we can accomplish for ourselves.
· But it takes an intentional decision to press in…
· And go deeper into a walk of faith.

SO NOTE TAKERS…
	- I’ve titled today’s message…
· “It’s Time To Go Deeper”

~ BACKGROUND ~ 

(V. 1)
WHERE ARE WE?
	- After 70 years in Babylon the Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem
· Including Zerubbabel (Governor) / Joshua (High Priest)
· Prophets Zechariah & Haggai

- Alter of worship was rebuilt to offer sacrifices where the temple once stood
· After two years they rebuilt the foundation of the temple
· Had been given a ton of supplies from Cyrus

- Pushback came from Samaritans & Persians stopped the work
· Some tried to join the work to corrupt it from within
· It’s been 16 yrs of no progress

	- God interjects during this new moon celebration…
· A special day of rest & reflection
· Jews in the area would gather to worship.

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S A FEW THINGS…
	- We can apply to our lives today. 

~ IDEA # 1 – “Spiritual Apathy” (vv. 2-6)~

(v. 2)
BECAUSE OF THE ATTACKS OF THE ENEMY…
	- The people of God had settled for the status quo…
· And moved to just existing…
· Instead of furthering God’s agenda. 

THIS LED THEM TO BEGIN TO FOCUS…
	- On building up their lives…
· By living in luxurious houses (v. 4)…
· And developing their businesses (v. 6).

HOWEVER… ALL OF THEIR HARD WORK…
	- From farming to wage-earning…
· Had profited them nothing…
· Because they didn’t put God first!

(vv. 3-6)
GOD SPOKE TO THEIR PHYSICAL CONDITION…
	- With insight into how he was trying to get their attention…
· Much like He does in our lives today.
· (Proverbs 3:11-12) NLT

REMEMBER WHAT WE’VE BEEN LEARNING…
	- As Pastor Jeff is taking us through Exodus…
· How God will use physical difficulties…
· Trying to get us to turn back to Him (Lev. 26 / Heb. 12)

· (v.16) sudden terror (confusion of mind)
· (v.19) difficult work situations
· (v.22) stripped of precious possessions
· (v.26) food problems
· (v.30) destruction of idols
· (v.33) I will scatter you
· (v.36) demoralize you (loss of confidence & hope)
	
HERE’S THE POINT: 

THEIR WRONG PRIORITIES…
	- Moved them into a fruitless life…
· Both spiritually & physically
· And the warning is relevant in our lives too!
· (Mark 4:13-20) NLT

~ IDEA #2 – “Significant Directions” (vv. 7-11) ~

(v. 7)
WHEN GOD SPEAKS TO US…
	- It’s because He desires better for us…
· And we’re settling for less. 

HE REBUKED THEM FOR WHAT THEY HAD NOT DONE…
	- Showing them the fruitlessness of what they were trying to do…
· And now He tells them what they should do…
· Rebuild the temple!

(v. 8)
GOD TELLS THEM WHAT TO DO FIRST…
	- Go into the hill country…
· Get some wood for the temple to be rebuilt…

ACCORDING TO (EZRA 3)…
	- King Cyrus had given them plenty of supplies & resources…
· To rebuild the temple 16 years prior…
· So what happened to that supply of wood?

GOD’S REBUKE TO THEM…
	- Was focused the fact that He was not being honored…
· And not being glorified among the nations. 
· (Their actions were testifying of their God)

(vv. 9-11)
IT WOULD SEEM THAT THE PEOPLE…
	- In Haggai that God was speaking to…
· Was using their lack of provisions as an excuse…
· To stop the work of God in their life.
· (Things are hard so we’re going to pull back)

LATER IN THE O. T. WE SEE SOMETHING SIMULAR…
	- And find simple application for our lives as well…
· (Malachi 1 – 3)
· Laziness in worship (vv. 1:13-14)
· Lack of faithfulness (vv. 2:14-15)
· Holding back offerings (vv. 3:8c-11)

- They had lived this way…
· And then wondered why God wasn’t blessing their lives!

"People ruin their lives by their own foolishness and then are angry at the LORD." (Proverbs 19:3 NLT)

THE GOOD NEWS IS…
	- When God speaks a word of correction in our lives…
· He gives us a new direction to follow too. 
·  (John 3:5:1-9) NLT

~IDEA #3 – “Whole-Hearted Response” (vv. 12-15) ~

(vv. 12-13)
THE PEOPLE’S RESPONSE WAS THREE-FOLD:
	- Responded favorably to the word of God…
· By accepted what God said.

	- Respected & revered God’s authority
· By acting in obedience. 

	- Received encouragement & support from God
· God wanted them to succeed more than they did!
· (Belief + Action = Faith)

BECORE THE PEOPLE EVEN STARTED TO OBEY
	- They just showed a heart to obey…
· And God’s voice changed from rebuke to tenderness!

THIS WAS GREAT ENCOURAGMENT FOR THE PEOPLE…
	- The temple always symbolized God’s presence with His people…
· Designed to give them confidence & security. 
· The sure guarantee of their success…
· No matter their foes. 

WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN GOD’S PRESENCE…
	- As the Holy Spirit living within us (the guarantee of our salvation)…
· Giving us the power to accomplish His will in our lives…
· As we give our bodies over to His control.

"Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God." (Romans 6:13 NLT)

(vv. 14-15)
NOTICE WHO WAS DOING THE WORK…
	- God sparked the enthusiasm within the leaders & the people…
· But it came after their decision to obey Him.

FINALLY… THE WORK OFFICIALLY STARTED…
	- 23 days after the Lord initially spoken…
· Allowing for planning & preparing. 

THE POINT FOR US IS…

WE DON’T HAVE THE POWER TO CHANGE OURSELVES…
	- But we do have the choice to believe God at His word…
· And allow Him to work in our lives. 
· (Philippians 2:13) NLT

- God makes His will effective in our lives!

~ IN CLOSING (WORSHIP TEAM) ~

THIS MESSAGE IN HAGGAI…
	- Gives us a moment to consider our lives before the Lord…

· If there’s any spiritual apathy…
· Any significant direction…
· And respond with whole-hearted commitment!
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