Haggai 2
“Don’t Look Back”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Haggai 2) NLT

(Read 2:1-5)

~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS…
	- I’ve titled today’s message…
· “Don’t Look Back”

~ INTRO ~ 

REMEMBER WHERE WE ARE…

	- After 70 years in Babylon the Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem
· Including Zerubbabel (Governor) / Joshua (High Priest)
· Prophets Zechariah & Haggai

- Alter of worship was rebuilt to offer sacrifices where the temple once stood
· After two years they rebuilt the foundation of the temple
· Had been given a ton of supplies from Cyrus

- Pushback came from Samaritans & Persians stopped the work
· Some tried to join the work to corrupt it from within
· It had been 16 yrs of no progress

LAST WEEK…
	- As we studied (Chapter 1)…

· God spoke to the people’s spiritual apathy…
· Giving insight to the economical problem
· They had been experiencing. 

· He gave directions on how to get right…
· And stirred them up to begin rebuilding The Temple…
· They had forsaken for the last 16 years.

· Then we saw the people’s wholehearted response…
· Responding favorably to the rebuke…
· Respecting God’s authority…
· Receiving encouragement & support from the Lord.

WE PICK UP THIS WEEK…
	- Roughly one month after rebuilding had begun…
· And God speaks to the people again…
· In a powerful way!

- Apparently there had been some discouragement…
· That had crept into the remnant. 

CONTEXT…

“12 But many of the older priests, Levites, and other leaders who had seen the first Temple wept aloud when they saw the new Temple’s foundation…” Ezra 3:12 (NLT)

GOD SPEAKS TO THE PEOPLE…
- To deal with discouragement by…
· Confronting their Comparison (present & past)
· Encouraging them of a new era to come
· Attached Kingdom meaning (Promises of the past)

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S A FEW THINGS…
	- We can apply to our lives today. 

~ IDEA # 1 – “The Best Is Yet To Come” (vv. 1-9) ~

(v. 3-5)
GOD SPEAKS DIRECTLY…
	- To the criticism of the people of the past…
· And confronts them with two questions:
· Who was around to see the former temple?
· How do you see it now?

IT’S NOT BY COINCIDENCE…
	- God chose to speak to the people on this day…
· Because it marked the exact day of completion…
· Of Solomon’s temple 440 years before!

AS THESE PEOPLE COMPARED…
	- What they had experienced in the past…
· With the new work that was beginning in the present…
· It led them to discouragement…
· Because this new work seemed like nothing!

BUT… LET’S COMPARE THAT…
	- With how God views the new beginnings of His people…
· (Zech. 4:8-10) NLT

JESUS WRESTLED WITH THE SAME CONCEPT…
	- Because the old religious radicals…
· Could not accept the new work God was up to…
· (Luke 5:37-39) NLT

JESUS SEEMS TO INDICATE…
	- Those who are content with the current way of doing things…
· Tend to resist anything new…
· Even when it involves God’s work of salvation!

- May we be a church who is always open…
· To a fresh working of God’s Spirit among His people…
· May we be steadfast in seeking that!

(v. 6-9)
THE PROPHECY CONTINUES…
	- With God giving a response to the criticism…
· By revealing His plan & the future glory of the temple.

- God’s response:

· I am with you – Keep building!
· (Zech. 4:6-7) NLT

· The silver & gold are mine
· C.p. (Ezra 6:8) NLT

· I will bring peace to this place
· (Luke 19:35-44) NLT

HERE’S THE POINT: 

THE PHISICAL RESULTS…
	- Don’t always represent evidence of success…
· We must keep pressing into the Lord…
· Even when discouragement sets in!

~ IDEA #2 – “A New Era” (vv. 10-19) ~

(vv. 10-13)
TWO MONTHS LATER…
	- God speaks to the people again…
· This time He poses a question to the priests…
· Regarding the Levitical law. 

- Will your holy sacrifice transfer holiness to other objects?
· “No”

- Will your ceremonial uncleanliness pass from you to others?
· “Yes”

IN THE CONTEXT…
	- God is giving them an illustration of sin…
· And it’s permeating effects. 

(vv. 14-19)
THIS RELIGIOUS JUDGEMENT…
	- Is now applied to the lives of the people…
· As they were before they started in obedience…
· Not as they are moving forward now. 

IN OTHER WORDS…
	- God is warning them to guard against…
· Falling back into the stats-quo routines…
· So the wouldn’t experience…
· The discipline He administered previously. 

ONE OF THE COMMENTARIES I READ…
	- Wrote it this way…

“Haggai applies the priests’ answer to the people. The process of being made clean or holy before Yahweh requires intentional effort. Becoming impure, on the other hand, requires no effort, only contact with the unclean.”

IT’S AS IF…
	- God is drawing a line in the sand…
· The past is the past…
· This is a new era!

WE SHOULD UNDERSTAND…
	- Our walk with Jesus requires intentional effort…
· And we need to guard against:

· Good intentions with no follow thru
· Partial obedience
· Contact Christianity 

(v. 19)
IN ALL OF THIS…
	- God is still pointing ahead to the promised blessing. 

UP TO THIS POINT…
	- They were obeying by faith…
· Because they hadn’t seen any of the fruit of obedience…
· (abundant harvest God promised)

- Because this was December…
· They were in between harvests!
· (Zech. 4:9-13) NLT

BE ENCOURAGED TODAY…
	- If you just starting out in obedience with the Lord…
· Maybe you’re experiencing the effects of past sin in your life…
· The blessings are coming!

~IDEA #3 – “There’s More To The Picture” (vv. 20-23) ~

(vv. 20-23)
THIS MESSAGE…
	- Was only address to Zerubbabel himself…
· Encouraging him as the High Priest leading the way. 

GOD ENCOURAGES THIS LEADER…
	- In four different ways:

1) Safety

	- He will keep him safe in the midst of current world powers…
· And encourages him of safety if there was attack upon them. 

2) Election

- He tells Zerubbabel plainly that he as been chosen by God…
· To be His servant and carry out His will. 

3) Authority

	- A signet ring was given to someone…
· Who would operate on behalf of a king or ruler…
· As their signature to accomplish & enact new legislation.

- This seems to be a reversal of the judgment…
· Pronounced on Jehoiachin (king at the time of exile)

4) Eternal Purpose

- As God is prophesying to Zerubbabel…
· He’s using language indicative of the coming Messiah…
· And His messianic kingdom. 

EACH OF THESE ENCOURAGEMENTS…
	- Can be applied to Christians in the church today!

~ IN CLOSING (WORSHIP TEAM) ~

THIS MESSAGE IN HAGGAI…
	- Should leave us in a place of encouragement…
· Because God dealt with the discouragement of their day.

- And deals with our discouragement too…
· Confronting Comparison (present & past)
· Encouraging them (Not seeing fruit of the promise)
· Attaching Kingdom meaning (Promises of the past)

HOW CAN WE RESPOND TONIGHT?
	- The pastors will be up front…
· To pray for you…
· To answer questions…
· To encourage you. 


1

