(Hebrews 10:1-39)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Flip to (Hebrews 10:1-39) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: 
· “The Gift That Keeps on Giving”

~ INTRO ~ 

NOW THIS PHRASE WAS FIRST USED…
· By Victor Radio in the 1920’s to sell radios

· 1928 it was used to sell electric appliances

· 1948 Du Mont to sell home electronics

· 1963 RCA used it to sell color televisions

· 1977 Kodak Cameras used it in their ads 

· 2016 Godiva Chocolate also used it

HOWEVER…
· The original “Gift That Keeps on Giving”…
· Came from Jesus more than 2,000 years ago!

(Rom 5:20b) NKJV
“… where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.”  

GOD’S GIFT IS GREATER THAN YOUR SIN…
· And it keeps on giving!!!

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- READ (Hebrews 10:1-5a) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – THE SACRIFICIAL GIFT: (vv.1-18)

THRU THE DEATH OF CHRIST…
· Comes eternal life for anyone who would follow Jesus!

PAUL’S MINISTRY…
· To wavier Christians in all-times…
· Is to point people back to the gift of Christ!

LET’S UNDERSTAND FOUR ANCHOR POINTS: 

a) God’s grace leads us to become Christian’s 
· READ (Eph. 2:1-5 & 8-10) NLT

b) Then Jesus takes away our feelings of guilt (v.2) & (v.22) NLT

c) God’s will IS for you to accept the gift of Christ (v.10) NLT

d) This gift just gets better & better (v.14)
· My sin is gone… past / present / & future.

HOWEVER…
· For those who have no relationship with Jesus…
· And want to abuse the beautiful gift of His love…
· The Bible speaks to you this way:

(Rom. 6:1-2 & 15-16) NLT

IDEA #2 – A LIFE OF FAITH: (vv.19-24)

CIRCLING BACK…
· To give weak Christian’s perspective…
· Paul now gives a few points of clarity: 

a) Faith requires a new way of life (vv.19-20) NKJV  

OK… CATCH THIS…
· If you call yourself a Christian and yet continue to live recklessly…
· Chances are… you’re NOT really a Christian!

THAT SHOULD BE SOBERING…
· And convicting for some!?!

HOWEVER…
· Here is how a Christian is to live:

b) Walk with God & be sincere… 
· Because He’s removed your guilty conscience! (vv.21-22) 

A CHRISTIAN IS NOT PERFECT…
· But a Christian FOLLOWS Jesus…
· And quickly changes direction from known sinful behavior. 

c) Don’t wavier RATHER motivate others to do good (vv.23-24) NLT
· Christians are to remain coachable…
· While coaching others. 

IDEA #3 – WARNINGS FOR WAVIERING PEOPLE: (vv.25-31)

NOW THIS SECTION…
· Has tangible traits to identify wavering people:

EXAMPLES:
· Of wavering people…

I. Neglect church (fellowship) (v.25) NLT 
II. Deliberately keep on sinning (v.26) NLT
III. Refuse to obey God  (vv.28-29) NLT 

OK… Here’s the point:

· When man stops listening to God, he turns to his own reasoning.

THAT’S WHAT HAPPENED…
· At the end of the OT when there was 400-silent years between…
· Malachi & Christ. 
· God did not talk to those generations…
· Because they refused His ways.

IT’S KNOWN AS THE AGE OF MAN’S REASONING…
· And both Philosophy & science surged with guys like Plato & Aristotle. 

YET… THIS IS A QUESTION FOR US:

· Have you stopped listen to God?
· AND NOW… you’re relying upon your own reasoning!?! 

WE’RE IN A SAD SEASON…
· In the modern history of the church.
· Because there’s so much division about “a woman’s choice”
· And the church is fighting over a simple issue.

WHY???

(Proverbs 16:25) NKJV
“… there is a way that seems right to men, but it leads to death.”

Martyn Lloyd-Jones… taught that there are…
· Three dangers to watch out for in our spiritual walk:

Danger…

#1) Putting practical matters before spiritual matters.

(Matt. 6:33) NLT
“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously,
and He will give you everything you need.”

#2) Putting the body needs before the souls needs.

(1 Tim. 4:8) NKJV
“For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having the promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.”
		
#3) Putting time commitments before eternal commitments. 

(Proverbs 23:4-5) NLT
“Don’t wear yourself out trying to get rich. Be wise enough to know when to quit. In the blink of an eye wealth disappears, 
for it will sprout wings and fly away like an eagle.”

CHURCH…
· When we set our priorities to the secular world…
· We begin to make unwise decisions & take unwise actions!

IDEA #4 – FAITH REQUIRES PERSEVERANCE: (vv.32-39)

REALIZE…
a) Sometimes we will suffer (vv.32-34) NLT

b) At other times we need to exercise endurance (vv.35-36) NLT 

~ IN CLOSING ~

PAUL BELIEVED IN THEM…
· And he expressed it with a vote of confidence…
· That they were a part of the family of faith (v.39) NLT  


THIS MORNING…
· I would like to encourage you to be confident…
· In the “Gift That Keeps on Giving”…
· By offering the grace of God to you – again!

IF YOU NEED JESUS THIS MORNING…
· Would you take a step of faith and raise your hand…
· So I can pray for you.

~ PRAYER ~
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