(Hebrews 11:1)
“Understanding Biblical Faith”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Hebrews 11:1) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled today’s message: “Understanding Biblical Faith”

~ INTRO ~ 

IT’S GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD…
· That… “The aim of the Christian faith, is NOT to know something,
BUT to do something with what we know.”

	- We’re to go and make disciples!!!
· We’re to follow Jesus with our lives!!!

NOW… TODAY…
	- We’re only doing a topic message from (Hebrews 11:1).

HOWEVER… WE KNOW…
- That (Hebrews) speaks to those wavering in FAITH.

THESE CHRISTIANS…
	- Were standing still spiritually…
· And in great danger of going backwards…
· Because they were lacking biblical faith!

SO… THEY NEEDED TO BE ENCOURAGED…
· And maybe you need the same thing too – encouragement!?!

PAUL ENCOURAGED THEM IN THREE WAYS:

1) “hold fast” to their hope in Christ (3:6) NLT – don’t give up!
2) “go on to perfection” in Christ (6:1) NLT – move forward & grow up!
3) “pay attention to what [was] written” about Christ (13:22) NLT

PAUL EXHALTED THE WORK OF JESUS…
	- To break them free from mis-leading beliefs. 

LISTEN TO THESE OTHER VERSES:

(Heb. 12:2) NLT
“Jesus… the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.” 

(Heb. 13:21) NLT
“… may He equip you with all you need for doing His will. May He produce in you… every good thing that is pleasing to Him.”   

I LOVE THESE VERSES…
	- Because the work is on what God provides for us.
· AND that’s the encouragement we need… in every season!!!

OK…
	- Let’s turn our attention to FAITH. 	

IDEA #1 – WHAT BIBLICAL FAITH IS NOT: 

(v.1) 
IS NOT A DEFINITION OF FAITH…
	- But a description…
· Of what faith does & how it works.
· (Bible commentators are unified on this).

LET THIS CAPTURE OUR ATTENTION…
	- So we can discern what Biblical faith IS & IS NOT.

FIRST… BIBLICAL faith is NOT:

a) Blind faith (optimism) & fuzzy feelings…
· It’s not a cool Facebook post we never live out!

· It’s not believing something WITHOUT evidence. 

If we hold to a blind faith of accepting something… 
· Even though there’s no evidence to support it…. 
· We end up with heretical beliefs and NOT biblical faith.

b) Intellectual acceptance of Bible truths… is not biblical faith…
· There has to be fruit or evidence of life in our belief! 
· Example: (James 2:19-20) NLT 

c) Unreasonable faith: A strong belief in something, despite evidence to the contrary. That’s superstition!

SO WHAT IS FAITH?

IDEA #2 – BIBLICAL FAITH IS: 

OK…
· Three things to know about Biblical faith:	

a) Anchored in the person & work of Jesus Christ.
· Forgiveness of sin thru Jesus
· Evidence of a life touched by Jesus – good fruit. 
 
b) Obedience to Gods word regardless of consequences.
· We don’t abandon Jesus during hardships… (Matt. 13:18-23).
· (Health / finances / or relationships falling apart) 

c) A total response of the person (mind, emotions, & will) for God. 

NOW… BIBLICAL FAITH BELIEVES…
- God will keep His word…
· Even though we may not see circumstantial evidence…
· At every moment.

· A good example of this, is God’s promise to Abraham & Sarah. 
________________________________________________________

WE’RE TO HAVE A Reasonable Faith grounded in the word of God:

· The N.T. repeatedly makes evidential claims…
· By offering eyewitness accounts of historical events…
· Which can be verified archaeologically, prophetically…
· And scientifically. 

(Rom. 10:17) RSV
“… faith comes from what is heard,
and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ.”

IN OTHER WORDS…
	- Biblical faith is given by God…
· AND… it increases… as we accurately understand:
· Who He is
· What He’s done
· What He’s said

· AND… it grows as its exercised thru…
· Trials
· Temptations
· Stepping out and trusting God at His word
· AND… as we personally experience victories from God

IDEA #3 – KEYS TO NURTURE OUR FAITH:

THE BOOK OF ROMANS…
         - Gives us some insight into the man of faith – Abraham 	 

1.  (Rom. 4:13) NLT – Not a reward for keeping laws, but a right relationship thru FAITH.

2. (Rom. 4:18) NLT – He believed that he could count on God’s word! 

3. (Rom. 4:19) NLT – He refused to be defeated by naturally impossible circumstance, when he had God’s word affirming something different. 

4. (Rom, 4:20) NLT – He never wavered… The idea is Abraham didn’t give up on God… no matter how long it took. 
i. His faith grew stronger!!! (v.20)

HERE’S HOW WE APPLY THIS PRACTICALLY:

· We search the scriptures…
· TO find the promises…
· That apply to our situation.

This IS literally (Ps. 46:10) in motion!

~ IN CLOSING ~

AS WE CELEBRATE MEMORIAL DAY…
	- May your faith in the Son of God…
· Increase as you understand Him more & more!

THIS CHURCH SERVES…
	- A lot of non-believers who are NOT familiar with God. 

AND GOD WANTS YOU TO KNOW…
	- That He wants to do great things in your life!
· But you have to get right with Him first.

SO if you need to respond to Him this morning…
	- Would you raise your hand, so I could pray for you.

~ PRAYER ~
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