(Hebrews 11:13-40)
“Understanding Biblical Faith”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Hebrews 11:13-40) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled today’s message: “Everyday Believers” (Part #2)

~ INTRO ~ 

NOW… TODAY…
	- In the second half of this chapter…
· I hope you’re encouraged by the faith of everyday believers…

· People who lived their lives with an out loud faith in Jesus Christ!

THEY DIDN’T HIDE THEIR FAITH!

· Their lives were on display for the world to see…
· And what brought out their faith…
· Were the struggles they faced! 

REAL MEN & WOMEN…
· Taking God at His word and living in His promises. 

· They came to believe that which is ahead…
· Was better than what they were seeing.

WE KNOW… SOME PEOPLE RECEIVE MIRACLES…
· While others lose their lives.
· BUT… all believers are to live by faith!

CHRISTIAN HEAR ME ON THIS…
· God does not have to heal you… to prove your faith. 

IT ACTUALLY…
· Takes more faith to endure than it does to escape. 
· (illnesses / marriage / family trouble / finances / you name it)  
 
~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- READ (Hebrews 11:13-16) NKJV

HERE’S WHAT WERE LEARNING:
· FAITH ON DISPLAY

OK…
· Let’s recall some of the basic’s we saw last week.

AREAS OF APPLICATION:

· (v.3)
- Biblical faith believes God created the world.

· (v.4) 
- By faith we accept & follow the way God wants to be worshipped.

· (v.5) NLT
- By faith we walk with God.

· (v.7) 
- By faith we live differently – out of step with godless social standards!

· (vv.8-11) 
· By faith we lead our families into the promises of God.

NEW SECTION: 

(vv.13-16) These verses are the summary of the discussion so far. 
· It’s describing faith that looks forward and NOT backwards.

CONSIDER TWO BAD EXAMPLES: 
· Lot’s wife in (Gen. 19:26) NKJV looked back and went back.
· Misguided faith (Jer. 7:9-10) NLT

HERE’S THE POINT…
· By faith we live as strangers in this world

NOW… FROM (v.17) TO THE END OF THE CHAPTER…
· We read about the various experiences of faith.

(vv.17-19) 
· Faith is refined by testing

I THINK IT’S IMPORTANT TO REALIZE THIS TRUTH…
· That God tests our faith with more difficult situations…
· As we grow in the Lord.

· But we should also realize that the rewards becomes greater too.

IN (vv.20-22)…
· We see four-generations of faith (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, & Joseph). 

CONSIDER THESE TRUTHS:

a) We pass our faith on to our kids all the days of their life. 

b) We’re to hold to the faith in old age.
· We never outgrow the plan of God (Ps. 71:9) NKJV.

· By faith these patriarchs looked ahead… 
· And they passed the faith on.

~ TRANSITION ~

(v.23) 
- Even at the threat of death we fear no evil – c.p. (Ps. 23:3-4)
 
MOSES’ PARENT’S SHOW US…
· How faith confronts opposition & hostility without fear. 
· (v.23) & (Ex. 2:1-10)

(vv.24-29) Moses chose to suffer with God’s people.

· By faith we can say “NO” to sinful pleasures

“Passing pleasures of sin” covers three core areas:

1. Desire against God’s revealed will 
2. Blatant sin that rejects God’s way
3. Success that lulls a person into a false sense of security 
· (1 John 5:19) NLT
· Blind to spiritual & eternal matters

THE WAY OF FAITH…
· Puts off sin… as followers of Jesus look to the reward…
· (1 Peter 2:11) NKJV

· God promises good things to all who overcome (James 1:12) NLT

· (Gal 5:16) NLT

(vv.30-31) 
· By faith we can do the impossible (Eph. 3:20) & (Jer. 32:17)

(vv.32-40) 
· Faith is developed thru victories & hardships

~ Warren Wiersbe ~
	“Faith brings us out, takes us through, and brings us in.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Wiersbe Bible Commentary, by Warren Wiersbe, (p.836). Published 2007, David Cook, Colorado Springs.   ] 


· (Egypt / Read Sea / Promise Land)

(v.35b) NLT
· “But others”… refused to deny Christ & suffered instead! 

KEY:
· May we not use our circumstances as an excuse for unbelief!
· May our past / present / or future not become the excuse…
· Of why we can’t obey God today!

~ IN CLOSING ~

READ (Phil. 3:12-15) NLT

DON’T FORGET…
· That faith is necessary for ALL God’s people (Heb. 11:6) NLT
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