(Hebrews 11:2-40)
“Understanding Biblical Faith”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Hebrews 11:2-40) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled today’s message: “Everyday Believers”

~ INTRO ~ 

NOW… TODAY…
	- We complete (Hebrews 11)…
· Which is often referred to as the “Christian’s Hall of Faith.”

PAUL USED REAL LIFE EXAMPLES…
· Of everyday Christians… that modeled endurance!
· That were counted as God’s people. 
· They were known by God.

AND WE HAVE THIS CHAPTER…
· As an encouragement… to press on & stay faithful!

OK…
· Let’s recap the details we learned in (v.1)…
· When we took a comprehensive view of faith:

1st… We learned what faith is NOT:

· It’s NOT a fuzzy feeling of optimism that’s blind.
· It’s NOT an intellectual acceptance of bible facts.
· It’s NOT an unreasonable belief contrary to evidence.

2nd… We learned what faith IS:

· Faith is anchored in the person & work of  Jesus Christ.
· Faith is obedience to God’s word despite consequences.
· Faith is a total response of the person (mind / will / & emotions).

~ Charles Swindoll ~
Faith is confidence in God, a firm conviction that what He says is true
and that what He promises He will do.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Swindoll, Charles R.. Insights on Hebrews (Swindoll's Living Insights New Testament Commentary Book 12) 
  (p. 168). Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.. Kindle Edition.] 


~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- READ (Hebrews 11:2-6) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

BIG IDEA – FAITH ON DISPLAY: 

THERE’S A LOT TO DIGEST HERE…
· So… I’m going to break it down into blocks…
· By highlighting simple concepts we can understand & apply.

DOES THAT MAKE SENSE?

12-AREAS OF APPLICATION:

(v.3)
- Biblical faith starts by accepting that God created the world…
· (Gen 1:1-3) NKJV

(v.4) 
- By faith we accept & follow the way God wants to be worshipped…
· (Rom. 12:1-2) NLT

(v.5) NLT
- By faith we walk with God…
· Enoch is a type of those who will be raptured (1 Thess. 4:13-18)

(v.7) 
- By faith we live differently – out of step with godless social standards!
· We live in an anti-Christian Country… c.p. (Gen 6:5) = violence

(vv.8-11) 
· By faith we lead our families into the promises of God.

~ BRUCE SHELLEY ~
· Church History in Plain Language (3rd ed.)[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Bruce Shelley, Church History in Plain Language, 3rd ed. Thomas Nelson 2008, (p.40).] 


“Tertullian even forbade a Christian to be schoolteacher, because such teaching involved using textbooks that told the ancient stories of the gods and called for observing the religious festivals of the pagan year.”  

[c.p. Pride Day in June]

“The early Christian was almost bound to divorce himself from the social and economic life of his time – if he wanted to be true to his Lord.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid. (p.40)] 

 
LISTEN…
· That’s a tough statement… BUT needed again today. 

MAYBE IT SHOULD EVEN BE EXTEND…
· To all Christian kids in public school.
· Because they’re being indoctrinated…
· Into a godless life 7-hrs a day without your permission.

HOW DO YOU GET THAT DONE!?!
· I don’t know, but I know God will help you.

(vv.13-16) 
· By faith we live as strangers in the world

(vv.17-19) 
· Faith endures hardships / trials / testing / & persecution

(vv.20-22) 
· We pass our faith on to our kids


(v.23) 
- By faith we fear no evil (Ps. 23:3-4)
 
(vv.24-29) 
· By faith we can say “NO” to sinful pleasures (Gal. 5:16)

(vv.30-31) 
· By faith we can do the impossible (Eph. 3:20) & (Jer. 32:17)

(vv.32-40) 
· A life of faith is developed thru victories / trials / & hardships


CHANGES WHEN I APPLY GOD’S WORD:

1) Faith in Christ drives out doubts about the past, insecurity in the present, and fear of the future. (Swindoll) [footnoteRef:4]      *I become bold in Christ [4:  Ibid. (pp.169-170).] 


2) Faith in Christ acts on God’s promises.

3) Faith in Christ believes God’s word over public opinion!


QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL CONSIDERATION:

NOW…
· If somebody looked at your family…
· Would they see people who stand out from public opinion?
· Or people who go with the morality of the moment?

WHAT ABOUT THIS…
· Do you invest your time, energy, finances, and skills in God’s work that He guarantees for eternity?

· Or do you focus your ambitions, priorities, and pursuits in this world, which is passing away and hostile to God?

~ IN CLOSING ~

PAUL UNDERSTOOD HUMAN FRAILTY!
· He knew that hard times / uncertain times / & cultural change…
· Puts a squeeze on the Christian life.

SO…
· His aim was to recall the glorious benefits found in Christ.

· And in this chapter (Heb. 11) reminds ALL BELIEVERS…
· That a life of faith overcomes this world…
· And you WILL emerge victorious!!! 

CAN I ENCOURAGE YOU…
· To be strong in the Lord by renewing your faith in Christ today…
· By surrendering to Jesus where you’ve conformed to culture. 

STAND AND BE COUNTED AS A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST…
· Because it is by faith that we overcome this world! 

~ COMMUNION ~
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