Hebrews 12:1-2
“Crossing the Line”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Hebrews 12:1-2) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled today’s message: “Crossing the Line”

~ INTRO ~ 

NOW…
· Hebrews is a hefty book with a timeless message…
· Because it addresses believers…
· Who are being tempted to give up!

AND… THE WHOLE POINT OF THE BOOK…
· Is a reminder that “Everything is better with Jesus”… 
· So don’t quit! [Stop letting your circumstances dominate you!]

WHEN YOU LIVE FOR JESUS…
· There’s an unseen enemy hunting you… (1 Peter 5:8) NLT
· And he’s trying to wear you down… 
· So you get wobbly in your faith!

DOES THAT DESCRIBES YOU THIS MORNING – Wobbly!?!
· Please know you’re NOT alone!

REMEMBER THE CAUTION POINTS WE COVERED IN HEBREWS:

1) Drifting = Carried away by carelessness (2:1-4)
2) Doubting = Lacking conviction & skeptical (3:12)
3) Dullness = Emotionally numb (5:11)
4) Despising = A disrespect of Christ (10:26-39)
5) Defying = Open resistance & a refusal to follow (giving up) (12:25)

HOW DO WE STAY AWAY…
· From these stumbling blocks?

IDEA #1 – THE CROWD OF WITNESSES: (v.1)

FIRST…
· The Bible is NOT saying… 
· There are people in heaven looking down & watching us.

· That’s creepy!
· That’s extraterrestrial / even extra-Biblical (c.p. Luke 16:19-31).

HOWEVER… WE SHOULD UNDERSTAND…
· What it is saying.

THE GREEK…
· Helps us grasp the concept. 

Cloud – (Grk.) Kne’ – Fos = A large multitude.

· Again… NOT people watching from heaven.
· Rather it’s a crowd of witnesses testifying about evidence.

Witnesses – (Grk.) Mar – tuse = We get our English word martyr from this word.

· It describes someone who proved the genuineness of their faith…
· By the testimony of how they lived. 

(Chp. 11) 
· Listed the examples of real lives… “bearing witness”
· And NOT giving up!

(1 Cor. 11:1) PAUL WROTE…
· “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” 

THE HE PROVIDES…
· Two practical steps:

a) “Lay aside every weight…”
· For them it was the practices of Judaism & the Levitical Law.

WHY?
· Because it was no longer helpful.

BY WAY OF APPLICATION:

· We’re NOT to clutter our lives with the second best!
· That which is NOT evil in and of itself… 
· BUT that which is no-longer helpful. 

GENERICALLY SPEAKING…
· Is entertainment bad in & of itself? (i.e. Broncos Game).
· Of course NOT!
· So too a weight in & of itself… is NOT bad!

BUT THINK… PRECAUTION!

· If anything…
· Causes us to become careless / skeptical / disinterested…
· OR if it competes with our time & affection for Christ…

· Then we’re to get rid of it!
 
I CAN GET THAT!
· I may not always like it…
· But I can understand what & why I’m to… “lay it aside.”

IDEA #2 – CUT WHAT CRIPPLES: (v.1b)

OK… LOOKING AT THE EXAMPLES…
· Of the people that have gone before us…
· We’re encouraged to go ALL – IN (To run with endurance!)

AND THE SECOND PRACTICAL STEP OF FAITH…
b) Is to Cut What Cripples – “The sin which ensnares” (Lit. entangles us).

IN CONTEXT… it was unbelief! 

SO… PAUL…
· Was building on the back of (Heb. 11)…
· Where he used the term(s) “by faith” OR “thru faith” 21-times.

HE EXHORTS…
· Christians to have finish-line thinking!

· We’re to dump the weights & cut the entanglements...
· So we can run an unobstructed race.

· Because sin… Blinds / Binds / & Grinds [i.e. Sampson (Judges 16:21)] 

PAUL WAS PROMOTING Endurance = A steady determination to keep going…
· Regardless of the temptation to slow down OR give up.

· King David (at 52-years old) slowed down in (2 Sam. 11)
· And entangled himself in the greatest sins of his life!

The application is to stay focused!

BUT THINGS… that cause us to shrink into complacency…
· Derail our faith.

· No change / no progress / no new interest / no personal growth.
· We become crippled.

IF THAT RESIGNATES WITH YOU…
· Don’t be afraid to call it out & make changes!
· God’s love for you is greater than being stuck in a rut.

NEXT… he speaks of the life of faith… as a race (v.1c) – it’s a metaphor. 

Race (Grk.) aw - go - N. 

· A race is demanding… AND… at times requires grueling effort!
· We get our English word agony from this Greek word.

HERE’S THE POINT…
· Paul exhorts us to keep going & growing…
· Even though it can be agonizing at times!

HOW? (v.2)

IDEA #3 – STARE AT JESUS: 

LET’S CAPTURE THE IDEA BEHIND “looking” (v.2). 

· More literally… it’s to stare = Keeping an unbroken gaze…
· A mental fixation upon Christ.

WE’RE TO KEEP…
· The person & work of Jesus Christ in view!
· Jesus lived / loved / sacrificed / & suffered. 
· We’re to do the same. 

~ IN CLOSING ~

(Ps. 123:2b) NKJV
“So… our eyes look to the LORD our God, until He has mercy on us.”

GANG…
· I don’t want to assume…
· That just because you come to church week-by-week… 
· That your saved OR right with God.

SO… LET ME OFFER GOD’S GRACE TO YOU IN THREE WAYS:

1) To accept Jesus & have the hope of heaven.

2) To come back to Jesus because you’ve fallen away.

3) To get right… because you’re NOT where Jesus wants you…
· You’re put your focus elsewhere, by taking your eyes off Him.

Prayer:

Jesus, forgive me of my sin AND teach me to trust & follow you.
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