Living Out the Message
(Hebrews 13:1-25)
UNDERSTAND THE BIG PICTURE: 

Remembering… (1 Cor. 10:11) NLT

From a theological perspective…
· The final three chapters of Hebrews gives us a glimpse of…
· Christian virtues: 
· Faith (chp. #11), Hope (chp. #12), and Love (chp. #13)[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Swindoll, Charles R.. Insights on Hebrews (Swindoll's Living Insights New Testament Commentary Book 12) (p. 211). Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.. Kindle Edition.] 


(Heb. 11) Real men & women illustrate living – “by faith”

(Heb. 12) Stand strong in the Christian life – “run with endurance”

(Heb. 13) Love for others – “Let brotherly love continue” 

SO… HEBREWS…
· Closes with a few topics pointing us in a direction for growth. 

· I’ve found that without clear direction in my life, it’s easy to get lazy. 
· Paul gives pointed direction to help us move forward.

FINAL TAKE AWAYS:

I. Commitment (vv.1-4)

· Believers (13:1) = Be kind & devoted to the family of faith.
· Strangers (13:2) = Be kind to people outside the faith (foreigners).
· Prisoners (13:3) = Be kind to those cast out by society.
· Marriage (13:4) = Give honor & remain faithful… (NLT)

II. Contentment (vv.5-7)

· Money (13:5-6) = Core issue is doubting God’s will provide.
· Leaders (13:7) = Core issue is doubting God is leading.
· (v.7) remember
· (v.17) obey
· (v.24) greet

III. Changeless Truth (vv.8-17)

· Grounded in Christ (13:8-14) = If it’s new it’s not true
· Sacrifices & Obedience to God (13:15-17) = praise / sharing / obedience

IV. Closing Focus (vv.18-25)

· Prayer (13:18-19) = fellow believers (James 5:16) 
· Power of the Father (13:20-21) = make complete (Phil 2:13)
· Final appeal (13:22-25) = receive this exhortation… take it to heart!

A FEW DETAILED INSIGHTS:

(v.1) Love of the brethren – Greek: Philadelphia. 
· A disposition that is kind & devoted.
· It’s illustrating a close love between family members… brotherly love! 

Paul is explaining how to live in close community with people who aren’t blood relatives…
· BUT… who are part of the body of Christ.

(v.2) Paul takes the love of brethren and extends it beyond the church walls to include love of strangers, the outsider, those not like us, a foreigner – philoxenia

Xenophobic = Having or showing a dislike of, OR other prejudices against people from other countries.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  New Oxford American Dictionary. 3rd Edition 2010, by Oxford University Press. Digital sourced from location  
   609103 of 613358.] 


(v.3) Prisoners – To open our hearts and hands to those who are often forgotten.
· (Matt. 25:34-40) NKJV 
· We’re to sympathize with their circumstances…
· And alleviate their alienation by offering our love. 
__________________________________________________

(vv.8-9) False doctrines spring from people’s shifting ideas…
· Not from the unchanging person and work of Christ. 
· False teachers attack the fundamental principles of grace. 
· From legalism to immorality.

(vv.17) To contend against these false teachers and to promote sound doctrine and right living, Jesus gave to the church gifted leaders—apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. 

Leaders equip the church for ministry and help them grow into the image of Christ. So they are no longer children, “tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming” (Eph. 4:11-14).

_______________________________________________________________

(vv.18-19) as we grow and mature in the faith, we realize that praying for one another is a core purpose of the body of Christ. (James 5:16) “Pray for one another,”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid., Book 12, p.226.] 


PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS: 

Consider those things that hinder our faith in follow Christ:
	
1) Not trusting God – (v.5) conduct that derails personal growth.
a. Who pays the bills in this fellowship?
i. You do! (I’m not trying to be cute here)
ii. You don’t need more you just need to be faithful with what you have.

2) Not honoring God – (v.7) leadership direction – (Ps. 77:20) NKJV
a. (v.17) Obey in the Greek means persuasion that leads to an act of faith.
i. It is the opposite of opinionated resistance that ruins growth. 

3) Not following God – missing the building blocks of faith & God given opportunities.
a. (v.21) NLT… equip you & produce in you
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