Hebrews 1:1-3
“Strengthening Faith In Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Hebrews 1:1-3)
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “God Is Still Speaking”

~ INTRO ~

DATE: 

(Hebrews) was written in approximately (AD 65 – 69)…
·  Before the 2nd Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by Titus (AD 70).

WRITTEN BY: 

Paul via Luke… 

i. Clement of Alexandria thought Paul had written it originally in the Hebrew language and that Luke translated it into Greek.
 
ii. The other name with early support is that of Barnabas. This tradition appeared first in the West in Tertullian [writings].

RECIPIENTS: 

Second Generation Hebrew Christians in Rome (Italy).
· And there’s ALSO tremendous benefit for the Church today!

NOW…  Jewish followers had stepped out of Judaism into Christianity…
· BUT were changing their mind in order to escape persecution.

THAT’S WHY I’VE TITLED…
· Our study series: “Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

BOOK THEME: 

IS AIMED AT…
· Strengthening faith…
· To avoid going back OR falling into a spiritual standstill. 

(Hebrews)
· Is an exhortation to go on to perfection (Heb. 6:1). 

PAUL’S APPEAL…
· Is based on the superiority of Christ over Judaism’s system of Law.

HE DECLARES FOUR PRIMARY TRUTHS:

· Christ is better than the angels…
· BECAUSE  they worship Him.

· Christ is better than Moses, 
· BECAUSE He created him.

· Christ is better than the Aaronic priesthood, 
· BECAUSE His sacrifice was once for all time.

· Christ is better than the Law…
· BECAUSE He mediates a better covenant.  

POINT BEING…
· Everything is better with Jesus!
· So don’t go back to the old covenant!

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 1:1-3) NKJV

HERE’S WHAT WE SHOULD LEARN:

IDEA #1 – GOD IS SPEAKING – HOW?: 

(v.1) 
Not only did the messages from God come in various ways, but they also came at 
· Various times rather than all at once

BACK IN THE Old Testament…
·  We read that God SPOKE in several ways to get man’s attention…
· And He SPOKE across hundreds of years!

HERE’S SEVEN HIGHLIGHTS:

1) God spoke to Joseph in a DREAM (Gen. 37:5 & 9).

2) God spoke to Moses from a BURNING BUSH (Ex. 3:4)

3) God spoke to little Samuel with a VOICE (1 Sam. 3:4-10)

4) God spoke to Isiah in a VISION (Isa. 1:1-2) 

5) God spoke to the prophet Zechariah by an ANGEL (Zech. 1:9)

6) God spoke to the king with HAND WRITING on the wall (Dan 5:5)

AND FOR THE STUBBORN…

7) God spoke to Balaam thru his DONKEY (Num. 22:28).

NEXT… (v.2)
· This brings us up to the current-time revelation of God’s voice.
· “in these last days” NKJV. 

HOW?

THRU THE SON OF GOD – Jesus
· (John 1:18) NKJV
· Jesus has declared the Father to humanity

IN FACT…
· The Apostle John in his gospel (John 20:31) NKJV
· The testimony of Christ was given so we would believe…
· And have eternal life in His name.

IDEA #2 – GOD IS SPEAKING – WHAT IS HE SAYING?:

JESUS SAID IN (Matt. 4:17) NKJV…
· Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

It’s a message of how God desires to forgive man’s sin…
· AND to restore an intimate relationship. 

(Luke 1:77) NKJV – Zacharias said God wants to…
“… give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins, through the tender mercy of our God…”

PAUL PUT IT THIS WAY… (Rom. 1:16) NKJV
“… the gospel of Christ, … is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes…”

POINT BENG…
· God is so in love with people AND He wants us to accept…
· His love in the peace offering found only in Christ!

IDEA #3 – GOD IS SPEAKING – WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?:

To the Hebrews the message was important…
· Because conditions across Roman Empire were frustrating…
· Followers of Christ.
· AND some were going back to a system of law…
· That COULD NOT fix their problem!!!

IT’S IMPORTANT TO US…
· Because we’ve arrived at the door step of the last hour…
· Before a trial will fall upon the whole world.

READ (Gal. 3:3-5) NLT
· You’re NOT dependent on being a good person…
· You’re resting in an ongoing relationship with Christ! 

HERE’S SOME APPLICATION:

GOD IS STILL SPEAKING…
a) Still small voice (1 Kings 19:12)
b) Thru our conscience (Rom. 2:15) & (Heb. 10:22)
c) And from the Scriptures (Rev. 2:5) & (Rev. 3:3) 

HOWEVER… The Church in Ephesus – (Rev. 2:4-5) NKJV
· Reveals a far to common problem.  

(v.4) Jesus told the Church they had… 
“left [their] first love”
· Not  LOST their first love”

Left: This describes a motion of moving from a higher to lower condition…

1) Neglect = Forgetting the habit / pattern / discipline.
2) Abandon = You’re no longer trying… it’s a lost priority.
3) Desert = Stepping away because there’s no longer an interest.

HERE’S HOW TO GET BACK ON TRACK:

(v.5a)
Remember – Consider how you once followed Jesus!?!

Repent – Where do you need a change of attitude & change of conduct?

Redo – Go back to the basics again… and never stop until Jesus comes for you!

Do the stuff you did when you first got saved:
· Prayer
· Reading the Bible
· Worship
· Sharing life with other Christians 

~ IN CLOSING ~

IF YOU NEED TO RENEW HEART IN THE LORD…
· Please take a moment at talk it out with Jesus. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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