Hebrews 1:4-14
“Strengthening Faith In Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Hebrews 1:4-14)
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “Greater Than Angels”

~ INTRO ~

THE BOOK OF (Hebrews) IS AIMED…
· At strengthening the faith of the Hebrew-Christian’s… in Rome…
· Who were going back to Judaism because of the discomfort 
· Of persecution.

· AND many of the Hebrew-believers…
· Were drifting into a spiritual standstill…
· By neglecting regular worship services…
· (Heb. 10:25) NLT

THIS IS A GREAT LESSON FOR ALL OF US!
· A wonderful reminder to guard this in our lives…
· AND a teaching moment for our kids. 

WE’LL… THIS WAS A PIVOTAL TIME…
· When God was shaking the order of things. 

TODAY… WE HAVE HISTORY…
· To tell us the Temple was about to be destroyed – (AD 70). 
· But they didn’t know that!

GOD WAS PREPARING THEM FOR A SHAKE UP…
· By revealing areas of weak faith…
· And prompting them to trust solely in Christ!
· Because they should have known…
· He was speaking.

THIS IS HOW PAUL OPENS (Hebrews).
· By saying that God is speaking:

a) In the past by the prophets (v.1) 
b) In the present by His Son (v.2) 

AND… WERE TOLD…
· Told toward the end of (Heb. 12:25) NKJV 
· “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks.”

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS TODAY:
	- Read (Hebrews 1:4-14) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – A SNAP SHOT OF ANGELS: 

OK…
· Let’s consider for a moment some general truths about angels:

TO START WITH…
· Let’s understand that Satan is a fallen angel and NOT equal to Jesus!
 
· Also understand some angels are good & some bad.

FIVE FACTS ABOUT ANGELS:

Let’s start with a quick view of fallen angels.
 
1) Their ranks (Eph. 6:12) NKJV…
· Provides some general order of ranking:

· Devil = The one who opposes God – an arch-angel.
· Principalities = Fallen angels who control regions or areas
· (Dan. 10:13) NKJV prince of the kingdom of Persia…

*This reminds us we have to persevere in prayer!

· Powers = Demon try to possess or influence mind & body.
· (Matt 16:23) NKJV & (John 13:27) NKJV 

*Satan is always trying to hinder the work of God. 	 

· Rulers = Influence over rulers in geographical areas.
· (Ezk. 28:11-19) NKJV = Satan behind king of Tyre.
· (Isa. 14:12) NKJV = Satan weakens the nations!  

*Think about political leaders today.

· Host of wickedness = Entire realm of evil.

OK…
· Going further… the Bible mentions by name the three arch-angels:

· Michael – I like to call him the worrier angel
· Gabriel – deliver of good news
· Lucifer – Day Star – before the fall of Satan (Isa. 14:13-14)

SCRIPTURE REVEALS…
· Satan took 1/3rd of the angels with him in his fall (Rev. 12:4) NKJV

ON THE OTHER HAND…
· There are good Angels:

2) Their numbers – 2/3rd are with God (good)
3) Their power – given by God
4) Their home – is in heaven with God
5) Their duty – is to serve God & watch out for His people on earth…
· (Heb 1:14) NKJV 

IDEA #2 – JESUS IS GREATER THAN ANGELS:

OK…

PAUL IS ADDRESSING CHRIST SUPERIORITY!
· So he has to tackle the angel issue…
· Because God used angels to bring Moses the Law.

(Deut. 33:2) NET… 
“The Lord came from Sinai and revealed himself to Israel from Seir. He appeared in splendor from Mount Paran, and came forth with ten-thousands holy ones. With His right hand he gave a fiery law to them.”  

SO…
· This chapter lists 7-quotations from O.T. passages…
· To support the point that Jesus is better than angels. 

· Some of the points are hard to understand!
· But we can grasp the big picture.  
 
(v.5) “You are My Son, today I have begotten You”

SON… IS A DIRECT REFERENCE TO MESSIAH…
· And the word “today” was understood to mean…
· Messiah is sitting at the right hand of God the Father. 

NOW… HERE’S THE FLOW:

· (vv.5-6) Is speaking about the Son (Jesus).

· (v.7) He reveals the angels as God’s servants.

· (vv.8-12) He turns back to Jesus as the Messiah.

· From the beginning (v.10-a)
· Creation of the heavens (v.10-b)
· Creation grows old (vv.11-12)
· But in the end you remain the same (v.12-b) 

Point is… He’s saying Jesus is eternal & unchanging!

· (v.14) NLT Again… God uses angels to care for His people on earth.    

IDEA #3 – HOW DO I APPLY THIS:

HERE’S HOW WE MAKE THIS PERSONAL…
· In a very simple way:

· God has spoken
· We have His word. 
· So what are we doing with it?

(Heb. 12:25) NKJV 
“See that you do not refuse Him who speaks.”

~ IN CLOSING ~

LET ME ENCOURAGE YOU…
· To make a plan to read the Bible from beginning to end in 2022. 

AND…
· When you begin to hear Jesus speak in simple ways…
· Ask God to help you honor Him…
· By following what He says by faith!

AMEN!

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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