Hebrews 2:1-4
“Strengthening Faith In Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Hebrews 2:1-4)
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “The Guardrails of God”

~ INTRO ~

NOW REMEMBER…
· The value of this book is aimed at strengthening faith…
· When things are not going as planned.

· AND… as we learned last week…
· Many of the Hebrew-believers were in a spiritual standstill…
· Because they neglected regular worship services…
· (Heb. 10:25) NLT

SO… TODAY…
· We will see the first of five warnings in the book of Hebrews.

· Take note of the progression of these warnings:

1. Drifting from the word (2:1-4)
2. Doubting the word (3:7 – 4:13)
3. Dullness to the word (5:11 – 6:20) 
4. Despising the word (10:26-39)
5. Defying the word (12:14-29)

THESE ARE PROGRESSIVE SIGNS OF A DECAYING FAITH!
· They’re indicators of a toxic-spiritual-life…
· Which devastates a person with unnecessary scars!
· (Pain that could be easily avoided.) 

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 2:1-4) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS TO BE AWARE OF:

IDEA #1 – STOP THE SLIDE: (v.1)

OK…
· Let’s understand the technicalities in (v.1)…
· Before we apply the warning. 

drift away = Grk. pararreo = ( para – ray – o’ )

THE GREEK MEANS:
· “Slipping from the mind by way of neglect.”

AND PAUL’S JUST POINTING OUT…
· That the problem… isn’t a lack of knowledge…
· But rather a tendency to let the constant distractions…
· Water down Christian convictions!

HE DIDN’T SAY…
· They were rejecting the faith…
· He said they were neglecting salvation (v.3)

POINT BEING…
· The Bible indicates that drifting is an avoidable condition!

IT SEEMS LIKE MOST SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS…
· Are caused by carelessness…
· More than any other issue. 

CHURCH CAPTURE WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE!
· God was reaching into their moment with a message that matters.
· AND right now… He’s doing the same thing with you! 

BUT… WHEN WE NEGLECT…
· God’s Word / prayer / worship with God’s people /…
· OR other opportunities for spiritual growth.

· Salvation slips from our minds.

AND THE RESULT IS…
· We start looking outside the faith…
· To stimulate our attention & ignite our emotions!

· We look for life in all the wrong places!

IDEA #2 – HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN: (v.2)

(Rom. 15:4) NKJV
· Paul writes that God’s word is given for our learning…
· So that we might have hope. 

I HAVE FOUND…
· In the bad seasons of my Christian walk…
· That whenever I forget who I am in Christ…
· I end up living a defeated Christian life…
· And doing things God saved me from.  

(2 Peter 1:5-9) NLT

POINT BEING… 
· If we fail to develop (i.e. grow)…
· It’s because we’ve forgotten what God has done for us!

SO… WE MUST KNOW…
· The basic of the faith…
· And it’s helpful to know where it’s at in the Bible.

I. This is what Jesus did… (1 Cor. 15:1-11) NLT

II. This is what Jesus offers you… (Eph. 2:1-10) NLT

IDEA #3 – CONSEQUENCES OF NEGLECTING THE GIFT: (v.3)

LAST WEEK WE LEARNED…
· These Hebrew Christians had a profound understanding of the O.T.
· They knew the Law of Moses. 

· They understood that temporal blessings came from obedience…
· To the law under the… if - then principal… (Deut. 28).

· If they obeyed God… He would bless them!
· If they disobeyed God would increasingly discipline them!

NOW…
· There’s a difference for followers of Christ (the Church). 
· Because our standing in Christ is sealed & secure!

HOWEVER…
· There are eternal blessings on the line for disobeying or neglecting…
· The salvation that was given to us (1 Cor. 3:12-15) NKJV

· AND the faithfulness of God pursues us… IF we falter in the faith.
· He gives us space & grace for repentance…
· But if we don’t respond He chastens us (Heb. 12:5-11).

THE BIBLE USES THE WORD…
· Chastening… which means God brings trials & challenges…
· Into our lives—often very painful…
· In order to bring us to repentance AND back to Himself.

~ IN CLOSING ~

(Heb. 12:25) NKJV 
“See that you do not refuse Him who speaks.”

~ COMMUNION ~

(Isa. 53:4-8) NKJV 

(Matt. 26:26-28) NKJV 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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