Hebrews 2:5-18
“Strengthening Faith In Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Hebrews 2:5-18) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “This Impacts My Life”

~ INTRO ~

NOW REMEMBER…
· The theme & value of this book…
· It’s aimed at strengthening faith in hard times. 

SATAN WANTS THE CONDITIONS AROUND YOUR LIFE…
· To distort God’s love for you!
· And HE often tricks us…
· Into neglect God’s truth because of how we feel. 

CHURCH…
· Faith is a willed obedience to God.

· And if we want to finish our Christian race well…
· We have to live our Christian race well.

LISTEN…
· Satan try’s to seduce us away…
· From the sufficiency of Christ in every area of our life. 

SO… THE LESSON’S FOUND IN THIS EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS…
· Is perfectly suited for today’s Church!

IN THE PAST…
· Hebrew-believers stalled out…
· By letting God’s truth slip from their mind (v.1)
· And they began neglecting their salvation (v.3)

POINT BEING…
· I want to encourage you to learn from their struggles. 
· And come to maturity in knowing Christ!

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 2:5-18) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS TO UNDERSTAND:

IDEA #1 – DON’T FORGET WHO CHRIST IS: (vv.5-9)

LET ME REMIND YOU…
· Of some foundational truths:
· Flip to (John 1:1-4) NLT
· (John 1:14) NLT

WHEN WE LOOK BACK TO THE DAWN OF CREATION…
· In (Gen. 1:1) NKJV
· AND God set man at the top of all creation…
· He put everything in submission to man’s control…
· (Gen. 1:28) NKJV

IN (vv.6-8)…
· Paul quotes from (Ps. 8:3-8) NKJV
· Let’s read this Psalm

I THINK THERE’S A VERY SIMPLE TAKE AWAY HERE…
· AND… we should keep it close to our heart.
· God is fond of man!

HOWEVER…
· Because of sin… dominion over the earth was forfeited!
· So God had to do something.

READ (v.9) NLT 

SOME HAVE TAUGHT…
· That Jesus gave up His divinity when He stepped out of heaven…
· And took on humanity (this is known as Kenotic Theology).
· They use (Phil. 2:7) ESV – “emptied Himself”
· They make it mean Jesus gave up His divinity…
· NOT TRUE!!! 

CHURCH… WE SHOULD KNOW…
· That if Jesus lost His divinity… 
· His sacrifice would have been useless! 

WHEN JESUS  “emptied Himself”…
· It only refers to Him taking on humanity. 

· Yes… at times Jesus did lay aside His divine privileges.
· BUT He never gave up His divine attributes as God!!!

REFERENCES for further study:
a) GotQuestions.org kenotic-theology-link 
b) Moody’s handbook of Theology

IDEA #2 – DON’T FORGET WHAT CHRIST HAS DONE: (vv.10-13)

READ (v.10) NLT

IN THE NEXT FEW VERSES…
· The writer of (Hebrews) quotes…
· @ (v.12)… (Ps. 22:22) NKJV
· @ (v.13)… (Isa. 8:17-18) NKJV

THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST…
· The crucifixion of Christ, 
· And the resurrection of Christ… 
· All point to the glory of God!

WE… TALK A LOT ABOUT…
· The crucifixion & resurrection….
· BUT the incarnation often escapes us.

THE INCARNATION…
· Is the act of being made flesh (taking on human nature) (John 1:14) NLT.

IN A THEOLOGICAL EXPRESSION IT’S KNOWN AS – Hypostatic Union.

﻿[which] refers to the dual nature of Christ. God the Son took to Himself a human nature, and He remains forever true God AND true man—two natures in one person forever. The two natures remain distinct without any intermingling; but they nevertheless compose one person, Christ the God-man. 

(The Moody Handbook of Theology, p. 739).

THREE BIBLICAL TRUTHS:

1) Christ came in the flesh, under the Law, to fulfill the Law on our behalf.
· (Matt. 5:17) NLT

2) Christ came as the un-blemished blood sacrifice (Heb. 9:22) NLT

3) Christ redeemed us by His precious blood (1 Peter 1:19-21) NLT 

We’re ransomed / cleansed / & born-again… because of JESUS!

IDEA #3 – DON’T FORGET YOUR HOPE: (vv.14-18)

NOW IN THE FINAL VERSES OF THIS CHAPTER…
· I want to point out three more reasons…
· Paul says Jesus is better:

1) Christ destroyed death (v.14) 
2) Christ frees us from the fear of death (v.15)
3) Christ is our help when we’re being tested NLT / tempted NKJV (v.18)
 
*Jesus teaches us how to pray (Matt. 6:13) NLT

NOW APPLY THIS…
· By putting Christian living into action. 
	
(Philp. 2:5 / v.13 / &  v.17) NLT

1) Walk in the humility of Jesus (v.5) 
2) Accept the desires & power Jesus is giving you (v.13)
3) Realize faithful service is an offering to God (v.17)
· c.p. (Matt. 25:45) NLT

~ IN CLOSING ~

I HOPE YOU CAN RECOGNIZE…
· That a Christ centered life…
· Is the only Christian experience the Bible points us to!

IF YOU NEED TO BE RENEWED…
· In Jesus this morning…
· Please make your way to the front row…
· And the pastors will pray with you.

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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