Hebrews 3:1-19
“Strengthening Faith In Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Hebrews 3:1-19) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: “Lessons of Faith”

~ INTRO ~

TODAY…
· We’re going to make some simple applications…
· To help us live the Christian life! 

WHILE HEBREWS IS A DIFFICULT BOOK TO TEACH…
· It does not mean that we can’t grasp some…
· Basic truths and be strengthened in the faith.  

THIS IS MAGNIFIED…
· As Jesus is compared to Moses.

· Moses was a faithful man…
· But still he was a flawed sinner. 

ON THE OTHER HAND…
· Jesus was… AND is… forever faithful.

NOW… REMEMBER…
· These Hebrew believers… had stalled out…
· By letting God’s truth slip from their mind (2:1)…
· And they began  neglecting their salvation (2:3).

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 3:1-19) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS TO UNDERSTAND:

IDEA #1 – BE FAITHFUL: (vv.1-6)

OK… (v.1)…
· Tells us to consider OR think carefully about Jesus.
· Jesus is greater in His person than Moses!

Two subjects-areas given to think about:

1) The Apostleship of Christ
2) High Priest role of Christ

Apostle = Sent one OR one who represents God to man.
·  Remember… Jesus stepped out of heaven to help sinful man.

High Priest = Represents man before God the Father.
· Paul tells us that Jesus does this for His followers…

IN (1 Tim. 2:5) NKJV 
“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom…”

ALL OF THIS BECOMES HELPFUL TO US…
· Because Jesus suffered & was tempted…
· In order to help us when we struggle. 

· Exactly what these Hebrew believers were wrestling with…
· God wanted to provide the help for them.
· (Heb 2:18) NKJV 

HOWEVER…
· This superiority of Christ will do us no good…
· If we don’t place our faith in Him during moments of struggle. 

IDEA #2 – DON’T HARDEN YOUR HEART: (vv.7-11)

NOW WE HAVE A WARNING…
· From the Holy Spirit!
· It’s the second of five warnings in Hebrews. 

PAUL GIVES AN EXAMPLE…
· From the failed history of Israel.

· Stories these believers knew about! 

· He quotes (Ps. 95:7-11) NKJV (a psalm of exhortation to worship)
· That points back to Moses…
· And the destructive results of hard-hearts!	 

· These people had God’s help for 40-years…
· Yet they remained STUBBORN…
· (Literally –Refused to exercise faith!)

NOW… THE BIBLE TELLS US THIS ABOUT Faith…
· (Heb 4:2) NLT
· (Heb. 11:6) NLT

ON THE OTHER HAND…
· Here’s what it looks like if I live outside of faith. 

Doubt = Feelings of uncertainty that question God’s ability. 
· Can God really help me!?!

SOMEONE ONCE SAID…
· “There’s none so blind as those who refuse to see.”

POINT BEING…
· Doubt is human reason that overshadows faith in God. 
· (1 Cor. 1:18-21) NLT

IN (James 1:5-8) NLT The Bible says doubt destroys life.

· This is a KEY reason why believers prayers are NOT answered!

JAMES SAYS…
· When we ask God for wisdom, we’re to ask in faith, without doubting.

· If we doubt God’s ability to respond to our request…
· Why are we even asking Him to begin with? 

CHURCH… GOD TELLS US POINT BLANK…
· That if we doubt while we ask Him…
· We will NOT receive anything from Him.

TRUTH FOR GROWTH 
(Ps. 77:11) NLT

i. Painful condition 
ii. Questioning faith 
iii. Giving up 
iv. Change of thinking
v. God leads thru the storm

IDEA #3 – STAY ALERT FOR UNBELIEF: (vv.12-19)

IN 1995…
· I was about 25-years old and I worked for CDC.
· As a prison guard at the California / Mexico border.

	- Grave yard shift
· Deterring illegal border crosser who approach the prison

Long story short…
· One summer night I fell asleep in my guard tower…
· And I was woke up by my Sargent pounding on the tower door.

HERE AT (v.12)
· We’re to “beware” of the conditions that surround our hearts… 
· So were not caught off guard.

LET ME EXPLAIN THIS…
· By using (Proverbs 4:20-27) NKJV
· The lesson from Solomon…
· Is about how to protect our hearts.

(v.20) Pay attention to God word

(v.21) Use it to protect your steps

(v.22) It will nourish our life

(v.23) I’m to guard my mind (heart)
	- When I take in junk here’s what gets compromised:

(v.24) My speech 

(v.25) What I set before my eyes becomes what I crave 

(v.26) And ultimately… if I don’t remove bad habits…
	- They cause me to stray from God! 

FLIPPING BACK TO HEBREWS…

(v.15) WHEN… we sense the Holy Spirit…
	- We’re NOT to resist Him by being stubborn!

OR LITERALLY…
· Taking a stance that is unpersuadable.

BIBLICAL HISTORY SHOWS…
· That people who do this die in their sin (vv.16-19) NKJV

~ IN CLOSING ~

MAY WE USE THIS CHAPTER TO RECOGNIZE…
· Any undesirable attitudes OR habits…
· And lay them down before the Lord today. 

DON’T HANG ON TO THINGS THAT ARE HURTING YOU!

AMEN!

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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