(Hebrews 5:1-10)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to (Hebrews 5:1-10) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled today’s message: 
· “Do You Want to Move Ahead OR Fall Back?”

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 5:1-10) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

THESE 10-VERSES…
· Compare & contrast the High-Priest role…
· Under man & under Christ. 

· An imperfect system (vs.) a perfect system!

IDEA #1 – MAN AN IMPERFECT HIGH PRIEST: 

THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST…
· Continues to be the focus… OF this epistle. 

AND HERE IN… (v.1) …
· The High-Priest… 
· (Before Jesus ascended to Heaven)…
· Was “Taken from among men & appointed for men”
 
GOD USED THIS HIGH-PRIEST SYSTEM…
· To cover over the barriers of sin…
· Until Jesus came and took away sin!

NOW… REMEMBER…
· This was written in (AD 68)…
· Two-years before the destruction of the Temple.

· So… these people knew much more about the High-Priest…
· AND sacrifices that were needed to approach God…
· Then you and I do.

AND… UNDER THIS IMPERFECT SYSTEM… FOR MAN…
· (v.3) the High-Priest had to offer sacrifices for people & himself.

OK… MOVING FORWARD…

IDEA #2 – JESUS THE PERFECT HIGH-PRIEST: 

FLIP TO (Heb. 4:14) NKJV 

THESE JEWISH BELIEVERS…
· Were drifting from the access… Which was now ONLY found in Christ.

·  Their relational & practical understanding of Jesus had weakened…
· And as a result – their faith was also weakening!

THIS SPEAKS TO THE CHURCH IN 2022!

LOOK AHEAD…
· (Heb. 5:11) NKJV & (Heb. 6:12) NKJV…
· These believers had a serious problem!
· Because they were dull & sluggish in the faith.

IT’S THE SAME GREEK WORD IN BOTH VERSES…
· (Grk. #3576) No-thros – I like to say [No thrust].

It means: LAZINESS … and it’s revealed with three symptoms:

1) Weary of listening – lazy  
2) Slow to respond – lazy
3) Failure to grow – lazy

THEY THOUGHT IT WAS EASIER TO GO BACK…
· Rather than press on!

THEY THOUGHT IT WAS EASIER…
· To pull back from Church (Heb 10:25) NLT…
· Rather than apply the lessons being taught.

IN TODAY CHURCH…
· Many believers act the same way – (No-thros).
· They view Jesus as being absent…
· AND believe He adds no value in daily life.

WARNINGS ABOUT LAZINESS…

· (Prov. 26:13-16) NLT
1) Makes excuses (v.13)
2) Lacks faith (v.14)
3) Waste provisions (v.15)
4) Lacks common sense (v.16)

HOW DO YOU DEAL WITH A LAZY BELIEVER?
· (2 Thess. 3:6 & 14) NLT
· You stay away from this believer…
· And you don’t have close fellowship with them…
· Because they’ve become toxic!

IDEA #3 – BELIEVERS HAVE FULL ACCESS:

THE BIBLE GIVES US…
· A right understanding… that impacts the Church in three ways:

1) It grounds us (Heb. 6:19) NKJV – an anchor to our soul
2) It frees us (John 8:32) NKJV – truth set you free
3) It gives us real-time privileges (Rom. 5:1-5) NLT 

POINT BEING…
· By understanding the Priesthood of Christ… 
· His ongoing intercession… 
· He changes everything when I go to Him!
· e.g. (Rom 8:34) & (Heb 7:25).

(Luke 17:20-21) NLT

“One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, ‘when will the Kingdom of God come?’ Jesus replied, ‘The Kingdom of God can’t be detected by [your speculations]. You won’t be able to say, ‘Here it is! Or it’s over there!’ For the Kingdom of God is already among you.” 

DOES ANYBODY RECALL THE VERSE OF THE YEAR?

 (Isa. 43:19) NLT
“For I Am about to do something new.
See, I have already begun! Do you not see it?

~ A STORY THAT INSPIRES FAITH ~

October 13, 2015 @ 10:15am…
· God granted WC… this baby church [first time in 32-years] …
· Access into the public retail space – 
· Literally at the crossroads in this community! 

ON THE DAY WE TOOK POSSESSION OF THIS BUILDING…
I sat right here in a cold dark / nasty smelling / it had rats in the ceiling…
· And God whispers to my heart – “See! I have given…” 

· Just like He did in (Joshua 6:2) at Jericho.
· God broke down the walls and did something new…
· For the people who believed in Him!

DO YOU NEED THE SAME THING TODAY?
· Do you need God to break down some walls…
· And do something new in your life?

IT WILL REQUIRE YOU TO WALK BY FAITH…
· Not by what you see…
· Not by what you can wrap your mind around.
· It may NOT make sense!

BUT IF IT’S FROM THE LORD… WHO CAN STOP IT!?!

~ IN CLOSING ~

THREE WAYS YOU CAN APPLY TODAY’S MESSAGE:

1) Recognize God doesn’t want you to fail… He wants you to grow.

2) Start taking notes so you can remember the promises He’s gives you.

3) Draw close to God thru Jesus AND God will make His way known.

DOES THAT MAKE SENSE?

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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