(Hebrews 5:12-14)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to (Hebrews 5:12-14) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled the message: 
· “Why Do I Keep Suffering Like This?”

~ INTRO ~ 

NOW…
· Today we’re going to see Paul pivot from his arguments…
· About the superiority of Christ…
· Over angels / Moses /& even the Law.

· AND… he’s going to make the application of grace…
· Under the Priesthood of Christ! 

HOWEVER…
· He presents this… in a negative form.
· Because the recipients of Hebrews had become…
· Lazy in listening & slow in responding! 

· Their spiritual growth… had stalled out.

MAYBE THAT DESCRIBES YOUR SPIRITUAL WALK TOO!?!

· You have been a Christian for many years…
· But your growth & maturity is not reflected…
· In a life of obedience & service to Christ.

· You too have become Lazy in listening & slow in responding!

WELL… THIS PORTION OF HEBREWS…
· Addresses the issues of slow OR regressive spiritual growth! 

~ STUDY ~ 

OK… HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 5:12-14) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – FAILURE TO APPLY WHAT I’M LEARNING: (v.12)

First principals = ABC’s… 

· Christ came to earth
· Christ died for sin
· Christ defeated death and rose to life again 
· Christ offers grace to be accepted by faith for a life of works

Oracles = The substance of Christian doctrine…

· Good news for all who believe
· Access to the Father thru the Son
· New life with a purpose
· Secured in Christ

YET… IN OUR MODERN WESTERN CULTURE…
· The church often misunderstands God’s grace!

GRACE IS ABUSED AS A MEANS TO REMAIN IN SIN…
· As opposed to freedom FROM sin!

SO… IF WE GROW IN OUR AWARENESS OF GOD’S LOVE…
· BUT don’t grow in the fear of God’s love…
· It causes us to think of God as a permissive & indulgent Father…
· Who allows His kids to run wild in sinful disobedience.

· This is exactly what keeps people trapped…
· In spiritual immaturity.

(Gal. 5:13) NLT
“For you have been called to live in freedom…
but don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature…”

BOTH…
· The healthy fear of God and the love of God…
· Moves us INTO obedience to God!

NOW…
· The measure of our obedience…
· Is a direct reflection of our fear of God.

JESUS SAID… (John 14:15) NLT
“If you love Me, obey my commandments.”

HERE’S THE PERSONAL APPLICATION:

· What area of your life needs to change?

· What is the Holy Spirit bringing to your mind right now?

THAT’S WHAT YOU NEED TO WRITE DOWN.
· That’s what you need to pray about this week…
· That’s what God is working on in your life!

CAN YOU UNDERSTAND THAT?

IDEA #2 – FOOD CHEWED BY ANOTHER: (v.13) 

OK… WHEN A CHILD… FIRST COMES INTO THE WORLD…
· They’re exclusively on a liquid diet – milk.

OBVIOUSLY… THAT’S THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR BABIES!

HOWEVER…
· It’s common knowledge that babies cannot remain on…
· This kind of a diet forever!

YESTERDAY…
· A mom told me… babies begin experimenting with solid food…
· At about 6-months of age.

HERE’S THE POINT…
· As believers in Jesus Christ… God’s grace is imparted to us.

THEN… 
· There’s a natural & supernatural expectation for growth!
· God is giving the dietary opportunity…
· BUT each one of us must chew it up & digest it personally.

HEBREWS…
· Is giving us insight into an issue…
· That plagued the lives of  these 1st Century Christians.

· AND there’s a healthy dose of nourishment…
· To turn us toward God… as we work out OUR salvation!

LET ME ILLUSTRATE THIS… WITH THE MILK IDEA.

· Cows eat grass and it churns thru their stomach chambers…
· And then it’s turned into milk – RIGHT? 

SO MILK…
· Is food chewed by another!

THE CONCEPT IS…
· God wants us to dine with Him…
· And stop making our dietary intake…
· From food chewed by another – stop being a baby!

IF OUR RELATIONSHIP…
· Is thru what other pastors and teachers and authors say….
· Instead of what Jesus has spoken to us…
· Then my experience in NOT in a personal relationship…
· But it’s based IN… what others are experiencing! 

(Isa. 29:13) NKJV

BABYHOOD LINGERS… 
· When I stay on milk (food chewed by another)…
· Because it’s easier to listen to people…
· Rather than sit quietly with Jesus, myself!

IDEA #3 – RECOGNIZE THE DIFFERENCE: (v.14)

ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS…
· At the midweek service… we’ve been studying thru (1 Timothy)…
· AND… learning how to live in the house of God. 

WE’RE TAKING THE…
· Building blocks of the Christian faith AND applying them to our lives.

FLIP TO… (Proverbs 4:1-15) NLT

1) Learn good judgment (v.1)
2) Develop good judgment (vv. 5 & 7)
3) Take hold of instruction (v.13)
4) Put it into action (vv.14-15)

~ IN CLOSING ~

TWO SIMPLE TAKE-A-WAYS:

1) (Philp. 2:12) NKJV “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”

2) As God reveals Himself to you… take steps of faith and obey Him.
· (Ps. 81:13) Oh, that My people would listen to me!”


IF YOU PUT THESE INTO PRACTICE…
· You will grow!

~ LET’S PRAY ~



1

