(Hebrews 6:1-3)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to (Hebrews 6:1-3) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled the message: 
· “The Danger of Standing Still”

~ INTRO ~ 

AS WE START TODAY…
· I want to slow down and set the historical stage…
· So we can digest what’s being said here. 

· This is the most difficult chapter in the book of Hebrews to teach!

SO…
· The best way to grasp what’s happening…
· Is by setting the big picture once again…
· And bring into focus the context & flow.  

WRITTEN: (A.D. 68) 
· 2-yrs before the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem…
· These were 2nd generation Christians…
· Completely familiar with Judaism.

AUTHOR: 
· Most likely the Apostle Paul

THE OVERALL THEME:
· Strengthening Faith in Hard Times

TOPICS COVERED SO FAR:
· The superiority of Christ over…
· Angels
· Moses
· Aaron’s high priestly role

WARNING GIVEN SO FAR:
1) Drifting from the word
2) Doubting the word
3) Dullness to the word

THIS IS THE FRAMEWORK…
· We’re viewing these verses thru – the context! 

NOW… THIS STUDY APPLIES TO THE CHURCH…
· BUT… there are three specific reasons that it could hit closer to you:

1) If you’ve been raised on bad doctrine (teaching).
2) If you’re stuck in sins from your past & not moving forward.
3) If you’re spiritually lazy in your walk with Christ. 

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 6:1-3) NKJV

HERE’S ONE THING WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – GROWTH REQUIRES ACTION: (vv.1-3)

IN (Heb. 5:12-14)…
· We learned that a lack of enthusiasm…
· Is a direct result of NOT putting basic truths into action…
· This causes an immature spiritual state!
· (James 1:22) NLT

THEREFORE…
· To get past the poor spiritual condition…
· They would need to leave the basics…
· And press on to perfection / maturity…
· (Which is living out what they were taught.)

LOOK WHAT PAUL SAID…
· 30-yrs into his Christian walk.

(Phil 3:12) NKJV
· “… press on…” = He uses a word for a sprinter…
· Who takes aggressive energetic action!

YEA…
· The Christian life is a marathon…
· BUT… the effort is total devotion & 100% surrender.
· Growth requires ACTION!!! 

CAN THAT BE SAID ABOUT YOU?
· Is that how you’re living out your salvation?

THEY WERE TAUGHT…
· What you’ve been taught: (vv.1-2) 

LET’S LOOK AT THIS FOR A MINUTE…

· Because he gives a list of about 6-items in 3-categories:

1) Conversion = Repentance (Acts 17:30) & faith in Christ.
· That change of mind about living a dead lifestyle…
· And now living a life of faith marked by advancing the Gospel.

2) Church Practices = Baptism(s) water & spirit… the laying on of hands to impart blessings / recognizing spiritual gifts / and praying for healings.
· c.p. (James 5:14) / (1 Tim 4:14) / (Acts 9:10, 12, 17)

3) Eschatology = The part of theology concerned with death, judgment, the final destiny of the soul & resurrection (1 Cor. 15:12-20).

HOWEVER…
· After years of being instructed on the basics of Christianity…
· They weren’t  putting it into practice.

SO… THIS IS WHAT THE DANGER LOOKS LIKE:

a) Caving into temptation
b) Giving up during times of trial
c) Failure to exercise spiritual matters

BASICALLY…
· It’s living a defeated Christian life…
· That has NO power!

CHURCH… Every weekend the pastors are here to serve you.
· You can bring your sicknesses / job needs / family problems…
· Everything to Jesus!

HERE’S THE POINT…
· We’re NOT to keep learning the basics…
· We’re to USE the basics to go on to better things!

(v.1) “… let’s go on to perfection…”

	- The literally idea is to be carried forward. 
· It’s a work of the Holy Spirit…
· Who brings us to maturity as we walk out the word!

IT’S GOD WHO ENABLES US…
· To make progress:
1) As we yield to Him 
2) As we receive His word
3) As we act on His word by faith  

SO… CHRISTIAN GROWTH IS NORMAL…
· It’s abnormal NOT to grow!

READ (v.3) 
· This is a poor translation that’s rather confusing! 

HOWEVER… THE IDEA…
· Is going on to maturity… 
· Is NOT mechanical…
· It’s NOT automatic.

· Rather it requires the believer to put into practice…
· The truths God’s word teaches! 
· It’s living in belief of what the word says. 

(Rom 10:17) NKJV
· Learning and doing 
· Knowing and growing

~ IN CLOSING ~

WHAT AREA IS GOD CALLING YOU TO GROW IN?
· The pastors will be up front after service…
· And they would love to pray with you about this. 

AMEN!

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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