(Hebrews 6:13-20)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Flip to (Hebrews 6:13-20) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled the message: 
· “Lessons of Faith to Follow”

~ INTRO ~ 

NOW...
· For the past three weeks we’ve seen the regression of faith...
· That this letter to the Hebrews addressed.

· Their regression was demonstrated...
· In dullness, laziness, & being slow to apply what they knew.

SO...
· Paul gave them a stern warning...
· To get them moving again!

· [Preaching gets us going & teaching tells us where to go]

HOWEVER...
· Today he turns... to a tone of encouragement.
· By providing an example from the life of Abraham in the OT.

· (A man that was noted for his FAITH in believing God!)

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 6:13-20) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – ABRAHAM IS THE MODEL OF FAITH: (vv.13-15)

OK...
· The immediate context flows out of (v.12) imitate. 

AND THIS IS WHAT THE N.T. TEACHES US:

· (1 Cor. 4:14-16) NLT
· (1 Cor 11:10 NKJV
· (1 Thess. 1:4-7) NLT
· (Philp. 3:17-20) NLT

NOW... PAUL...
· Points all the way back to the father of faith – Abraham.
· Who was an example of trusting God...
· By demonstrating what it was like to wait!

THE LESSONS OF ABRAHAM...
· Give us perspective: (v.15)

1. Patiently = The idea here... is to hold one’s feelings in restraint.

WHAT’S YOUR COMMON RESPONSE...
· When you don’t get what you want?
· Is it complaining?
· Is it anger?
· Is it giving up?
· Is it making excuses?

THESE ARE NOT CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH!

THINK ABOUT THIS... 
· How long have you been waiting for God to help you?

CAN I GIVE YOU SOME PERSPECTIVE?

· Delay = Is the tool God uses... to teach us submission.

· Suffering = Is the tool God uses to teach us to trust Him.

ABRAHAM HAD TO... (v.15)

2. Endure = The idea is remaining unwavering in the face of undesirable circumstances (delay OR suffering).

POINT BEING...
· The Christian’s in the book of Hebrews...
· Were waffling over what God had promised.
· And moving backwards in the faith...
· Because of delay & suffering.

DOES THAT DESCRIBE YOU?
· Then let me remind you...

IDEA #2 – GOD’S PROMISES ARE GOLDEN: (vv.16-18)

(Gal. 3:29) NKJV

AND YOU CAN COUNT ON HIS PROMISES!
· Because it’s impossible for Him to lie!!!

SO... WE CAN EXPECT...
· That those who need grace... can receive it from God!

NAMES OF GOD:

Jehovah-Jireh = The Lord will provide (Gen. 22:14) NKJV

Jehovah-Rapha = The Lord who heals you (Ex. 15:26) NKJV

El-Roi = The God who sees (Gen. 16:13) NKJV

“We are not saved by making promises to God,
but by believing the promises of God.”

~ Warren Wiersbe, 1991 ~ 

THUS... WE LIVE LIFE DIFFERENTLY...
· READ – (Rom. 5:1-5) NLT

GANG...
· But when you don’t know what God has said...
· You’re left in the dark with what to believe & how to live.

AND MOST PEOPLE LIVE RIGHT THERE... (in the dark)...
· Making up life as they go...
· In search of comfort & relief for the moment! 
 
BUT... CHRISTIAN’S...
· Are to do life – Jesus’ way!

NOW... PAUL ENDS THE CHAPTER...
· With a... KEY... for this kind of life. 

IDEA #3 – THE ANCHOR OF MY SOUL: (vv.18b-20)

READ (vv.18b-20) NLT

CHRIST IS OUR ANCHOR...
· And our hope...  ascends upward into heaven!

BUT HEAVEN...
· Can seem like a curtain to our human senses.
· Because I can’t see God with my eyes!

HOWEVER...
· Faith in Christ...
· Allows us to go beyond the curtain...
· To get the help we need 
· (Heb. 4:16) NLT

~ IN CLOSING ~

1. What is faith? 
· (Heb 11:1) NLT
· Faith = Belief + Action 

2. Where does faith come from?
· (Rom 10:17) NLT
· God stirs our minds & hearts…
· And we have to decide if we will respond to Him. 

3. How do I strengthen my faith?
· By putting it to use
· (James 2:19-24) NLT

This is NOT a Gospel of “works” to gain favor with God!

RATHER… 
· There’s a demonstration of life that one is saved.
· Faith is demonstrated thru works! 
· (James 2:26) NLT

~ LET’S PRAY ~

· If you need to call on God for faith

· If you need your faith strengthened 

· If you need to exercise faith

Please raise your hand so I can see you.

~ COMMUNION ~
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