(Hebrews 6:4-12)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to (Hebrews 6:4-12) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled the message: 
· “How Do I Respond to the Difficult?”

~ INTRO ~ 

IN THE MINISTRY OF JESUS…
· He often brought His disciples…
· To the crossroads of tough truths. 

AND IT WAS AT THOSE CROSSROADS…
· Where they had to do some introspection.

· They had to chew of His words…
· They had to ask for clarification…
· They had to decide how to personally respond!

REALLY… IT’S NO DIFFERENT…
· Then what we go thru today!

NOW…
· In the book of (Hebrews 6:4-12)…
· Paul lays out some difficult content…
· That can cause our heads to spin!

· And we need to chew on his words…
· We need to ask for clarification…
· And decide how to respond. 

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 6:4-12) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – THIS IS TECHNICAL: (vv.4-6)

OK…
· This section of verses is what brings the difficulty for…
· Pastors / commentators / and even scholars.
· Because it’s hard to explain!

NOW…
· For the sake of keeping it simple…

I’M GOING TO USE THE GREEK WORDS…
· To define our understanding of the text!

Enlightened = (fo-tid-zo)
· Given light…
· OR inspired with saving knowledge by teaching. 

To be enlightened is to be instructed in the teachings of the Gospel…
· And to understand it spiritually by obeying it. 

Tasted = (goo-ool)
· To feel OR experience 
· Some can have an emotional experience & NOT be saved!
· (Tasting may be considered a trial run.)

Partakers = (meta-haus)
· Participant / sharer
· e.g. Judas Iscariot was NOT saved…
· But he did share in the benefits Jesus graciously lived out.

~ Henry Ironside, 1932 ~ 

“To be a partaker of the Holy Spirit is not at all the same thing, as to be born of the Spirit, sealed by the Spirit, indwelt by the Spirit, anointed by the Spirit, baptized by the Spirit into the body of Christ...”

[A partaker] …is simply to be made aware of the mighty power of the Spirit, working upon the hearts and minds of men, bringing conviction, and wooing the heart toward Christ.”

“… So it seems clear that these apostates were persons who had an outward acquaintance with Christianity, but never knew what it was to receive the Lord Jesus as their own personal Savior.”

IDEA #2 – YOUR LIFE DEMONSTRATES YOUR BELIEF: (vv.6-8)

(v.6) fallaway = The idea here is a total renunciation of all the principals…
	- And teachings found in Christianity. 

THIS IS NOT…
· What we saw happen with Peter when he denied Jesus…
· Before His crucifixion.

PETER WAS CONCERNED FOR HIS LIFE…
· And he quickly repented!!!

OK… LET’S LOOK AT A GOSPEL EXAMPLE…
· (John 6:22-71) NKJV
· This was the day after Jesus fed 5,000 people.

1st – JESUS…
· Addresses the CROWDS of people who benefit from the food.
· (vv.25-26)

-Yet… they didn’t understand the significance of the miracle…
· They were only amazed at what happened!

2nd – JESUS…
· Addresses the JEWS who complained (v.41)

3rd – JESUS…
· Addresses a broad group of DISCIPLES… (vv.60-67)

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS…
· Are NOT difficult to understand…
· They’re just difficult TO accept!
· AND we can only do it by faith in God!

BACK TO HEBREWS (vv.7-8)…
· Now… we’re given two illustrations using the ground:

1) One is fruitful.
2) The other is barren. 

AGAIN…
· Jesus used / explained a parable in (Matt. 13:18-23)…
· About the word (seed)…
· AND the soil (heart). 

HERE’S THE SIGNIFICANCE…
· The ground that is fruitful is a demonstration…
· Of a person who understands the message…
· Genuinely turns to God…
· And lives a fruitful life. 

ON THE OTHER HAND…
· Henry Ironside said the barren ground represents a person…

“… intellectually acquainted with and interested in Christianity, but the good seed has fallen upon an unrepentant heart and has borne no fruit.”

IDEA #3 – TRUST GOD & DON’T TURN BACK: (vv.9-12)

(Read vv.9-12)

PAUL WAS FULLY CONFIDENT…
· That though they were dull & slow of responding…
· Yet he believed them to be fully saved.

WHAT CAN CAUSE YOU TO TURN BACK TODAY?

· The COVID crash (life changed for all)
· Inflation challenges (40-yr high)
· Global war issues (Ukraine & end times with Russia)

~ IN CLOSING ~

(1 John 5:13) NKJV
“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

IF YOU FIND THAT GOD…
· Is speaking to you this morning…
· Can I encourage you to be honest with Him?
 
· Just open up to Him…
· And watch how He works it out. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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