(Hebrews 7:1-4)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Flip to (Hebrews 7:1-4) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: 
· “The New Order of Priesthood”

~ INTRO ~ 

NOW...
· (Hebrews 7) is considered the pinnacle...
· Of the entire Epistle of Hebrews... 
· Because it focuses on the unchanging priesthood of Christ!

REMEMBER...
· That the work of the High Priest was to represent man before God.

· A topic 21st Century Christian know little about...
· Because we’re 2,000 after the Cross of Christ!

YET...
· The original audience of (Hebrews) was totally familiar...
· With the Law of Moses, sacrificial systems, temple worship...
· And even the role of the priest before God.

OK...
· As I teach you the Bible...
· I regularly emphasize – Context. 

IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS...
· The context points to the sufficiency of Christ!
· The context of this chapter is the Priesthood of Christ. 

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 7:1-4) NKJV

IDEA #1 – WHO IS MELCHIZEDEK?

SHORT ANSWER...
· Melchizedek is a type of Christ seen before the Law of Moses.

FIVE THINGS TO UNDERSTAND ABOUT HIM:

1. Melchizedek comes on the scene in a priestly role (Gen. 14:18-20) NKJV
· The significance is given in (Hebrews 7)

2. Melchizedek was “made like the Son of God” (Heb. 7:3) 

NOW... THIS IS WHERE CONFUSION CAN SET IN.
· The verse only means Melchizedek was a “type” of Christ as King-Priest 
· NLT = resembling the Son of God.

MELCHIZEDEK...
· Is NOT a pre-incarnate Christ
· He’s NOT an angel
· And he’s NOT super-human.

RATHER... HE ONLY REPRESENTS...
· The order before the king & priest roles were divided...
· During the time of Moses and the Law.

3.  (Gen 14:18)NKJV King of Salem & Priest of God Most High
4. And he had no beginning of days or end of life (Heb. 7:3)

John MacArthur Says[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur Bible Commentary, 2005, John MacArthur. Hebrews 7 comments (pp.1852-1855).] 


The ancient Syriac Peshitta (Aramaic manuscripts of the Bible) gives a more accurate translation of what was intended by the Greek phrase:
 “Whose father and mother are not written in genealogies.” 

William MacDonald Noted[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Believers Bible Commentary, 1917, William MacDonald. Hebrews 7:1-3 comments (pp.2177-2178).] 


“We should not conclude that Melchizedek had no parents, that he was never born, and that he never died. That is not the point. The thought is that as far as his priesthood was concerned, there is no record of these vital statistics because his ministry as priest was not dependent on them.”

(v.3)
SO...
· The big subject in focus is “priesthood.”
· Melchizedek (vs.) Aaronic (v.11)

Melchizedek                                          (VS.)                               Aaronic
	Did not inherit priesthood 
	Priest were born into tribe of Levi

	Was not born into it
	Had to belong to family of Aaron

	He has no genealogical record or it
	Their genealogy was KEY to the role

	No beginning & end, which under the law... priesthood was prescribed
	Qualifications begin @ birth / ended @ death



*Melchizedek is a TYPE of Christ in his office only!

HERE’S SOMETHING INTERESTING AS A SIDE NOTE...
· From Halley’s Bible Handbook [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Halley’s Bible Handbook 25th ed., 2000, Comments on Hebrews 7, (pp. 859-860) & (p.103).] 


In Hebrew tradition “Shem” – Noah’s oldest son (Gen. 5:32) – is Melchizedek, being recognized as priest of the human race because he was the oldest living man (pp. 859-860, Halley’s Handbook).

If you survey the genealogical records, Shem was still alive 75-years AFTER Abraham entered the land of Canaan (p.103, Halley’s Bible Handbook). He was the oldest living man at that time. Shem is also considered the father of the Semitic race (Hebrew & Arabic). 

IT’S INTERESTING...
· That before the time of Moses and the Law, sacrifices were offered by the heads of families – the oldest living man in the family. 

· As families grew to be tribes, the oldest became the king of the tribe as well as the priest. That’s how the king-priest role was seen after the flood of Noah.

POINT BEING...
· IF... this is true... and Shem... is Melchizedek...
· Then his name (Melchizedek) is just TITLE for the role...
· As the oldest living man at that time!?! 

IDEA #2 – WHY DOES THIS MATTER TO ME? 

Rigid rules provide no access to God; legalistic principles provide no security. (Swindoll, 2014) [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Swindoll, Charles R.. Insights on Hebrews (Swindoll's Living Insights New Testament Commentary Book 12). Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.. Kindle Edition.] 


Christ has ushered in a new order based on the principle of grace. 

HOW ARE WE TO APPLY ALL OF THIS?

THE PRIESTLY INTERCESSION OF CHRIST...
· Involves Jesus’ representation at the throne of grace for me!
· Meaning we’re given access & security in Christ’s (Heb. 6:19) 

~ IN CLOSING ~

WE’RE SPIRITUALLY ALIVE...
· As followers of Christ.
· And sin no longer has dominance over Christians...
· Because Jesus set us free from the power & penalty of sin. 

· And now we live in the freedom and protection of the Lord.

This does not mean I don’t wrestle with sin...
· It just means... I live in a forgiven relationship with God... thru Christ!

~ LET’S PRAY ~

· If you need to call on God for faith
· OR if you need prayer for any reason 
· Please come forward and see the pastors down front. 
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