(Hebrews 7:11-28)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Flip to (Hebrews 7:11-28) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled the message: 
· “Moving Forward from The Past”

~ INTRO ~ 

NOW...
· I love what the Bible tells us in (Philp. 3:9 -16) NLT

WE’RE TO FORGET THE LAW...
· And move forward by faith in Christ. 

(v.16) “... we must hold on to the progress we have already made.”

LISTEN... THE ORIGINAL READERS OF (Hebrews)...
· Were falling away from the faith...
· That was once for all delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3).

SO... THEY NEEDED GOSPEL TRUTH AGAIN...
· To understand the superiority of Christ...
· And in the case of (Heb. 7) the Priesthood of Christ...
· Was being explained to them!

· And let’s just say it can be difficult to grasp...
· Within our 21st Century world. 

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 7:11-28) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – RECAP WHO MELCHIZEDEK WAS:

1) Melchizedek was “made like the Son of God” (Heb. 7:3) 
· He was a “type” only!
· A foreshadowing of what would come IN Christ!
· (Ps. 110:4) NLT

WE LEARNED THAT MELCHIZEDEK...
· Was NOT the pre-incarnate Christ
· AND he was NOT an angel

RATHER... HE JUST REPRESENTED...
· The king-priest order before the dividing of king / priest roles...
· Happened under the Aaronic Priesthood & Law of Moses.

2) He was a king of righteousness from the city of peace – Salem.
· (Also known as the City of Jerusalem).
· Melchizedek knew God & served God (Heb. 7:1).

3) He did NOT have an official genealogical record NOR did he need one...
· Because he didn’t serve under the Aaronic Priesthood...
· He lived before the Law.

OK... WHAT DO WE TAKE AWAY FROM THIS? 

· In (Hebrews 7)... the line of reasoning for the Church...
· Is NOT to shrink BACK... into sub-par-beliefs!

LET ME GIVE YOU AN EXAMPLE:

(Galatians 3:1-7) NLT 
· People within the Church began relating to God by their own goodness!
· Departing from GRACE received by FAITH.
· And maybe some of  you are doing the same!?!

 LISTEN... I KNOW THE STRUGGLE IS REAL!!!
· SO... understand the wakeup call of (Hebrews).

THE WHOLE MESSAGE...
· Is geared toward the superiority found in Christ!

AND IT SPEAKS TO THREE CAMPS:

1) Those contemplating leaving the faith... and going back...
· Into religious practices that make them “feel good.”

2) Those stopping short of faith in Christ...
· Because they never change direction (no repentance).

3) Those playing games within the faith...
· Because they live unsubmitted lives to gospel truth.
· (2 Tim. 3:5) NLT

IDEA #2 – WHY DID THE PRIESTHOOD CHANGE:
 
BECAUSE IT WAS IMPERFECT UNDER THE LAW...
· And only served as a temporary role until Christ came.

LET’S WALK THRU THIS...
· By continue our reading in (Gal. 3:9-14) NLT
_____________________________________________________________

*SIDE NOTE

IT’S THE HOLY SPIRIT...
· That enables us to live a life of faith... 

· Born of the Spirit (en) vs. Empowered by the Spirit (epi)
· Two completely different works!

MAYBE...
· This is one way you can discover if you’re born of the Spirit:
· (1 John 1:5-7) NLT
· Key factor is “living in spiritual darkness”

· I’m NOT suggesting a works related issue...
· I’m talking about being born-again!
______________________________________________________________

OK... GETTING BACK ON TARGET...
· Here’s the role of the Law:
· (Gal. 3:19-25) NLT
· It set boundaries of covenanted faith...
· Until new life was birthed in Christ.

POINT BEING...
· Christ mediates a better covenant in grace...
· By doing for us what we could not do for ourselves.
· Salvation is His work in us: (Eph. 2:8-10) NLT 

*PLEASE NOTE...
	- (v.10) new birth is required for good works & holy life. 
· You cannot do spiritual work in your own strength!!!

(Zach. 4:6) NLT
· “... not by force nor by strength, but by my Spirit...”

IDEA #3 – HOW DOES THIS BENEFIT ME:

BECAUSE...
· Our standing in Christ is perfect AND we anchor our beliefs...
· In what does not change – His love for us!

JESUS SAID IN (John 16:33) NLT

· Trials = Pressure / extreme anxiety / sorrow / pain

· Take heart = Courage & comfort

· Courage is strength to withstand difficulty...
· And comfort is easing the feelings of distress from the trials.

A TRIAL THAT IS COMING...
· Upon the whole world is a growing food shortage!
· But this is NOT new to the Bible.
· Yet how you process depends upon your faith.

(Ps. 78:19) NLT 
· People doubted God’s ability. 

YET THE SCRIPTURE SAYS...
· (Proverbs 10:3a) NLT

~ IN CLOSING ~

If you need to be made alive in Christ...
· If you need forgiveness of sins...
· If you need anxiety lifted...
· Or if you need the empowering of the Holy Spirit...

ALL OF THESE ARE ACTS OF FAITH...
· So I would call you to raise your hand so I can pray over you. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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