(Hebrews 8:1-13)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Flip to (Hebrews 8:1-13) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled the message: 
· “Truth That Enables Me”

~ INTRO ~ 

AS WE MOVE FORWARD...
· With the theme of “Strengthen Faith in Hard Times”
· We find Paul presenting his main point...
· About the superiority of what Christians have in Christ! 

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 8:1-13) NKJV

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – WHAT’S A COVENANT:

A COVENANT IS DEFINED AS...

A sovereign pronouncement of God, by which He establishes a relationship of responsibility:

a) Between Himself and an individual. 
b) Between Himself and mankind in general.
c) Between Himself and a nation.
d) Between Himself and a specific human family. 

NOW... THE BIBLE LISTS OUT...
· Eight different covenants:
	
1) Edenic = (Gen. 2:16-17) conditions for man to retain innocence
2) Adamic = (Gen. 3:15) fallen man given a promise of a redeemer
3) Noahic = (Gen. 9:16) principals of human government to curb outbreak of sin 
4) Abrahamic = (Gen. 12:2) “the promises” in Abraham
5) Mosaic = (Ex. 19:5) founding of the law, which will point to man’s guilt  
6) Palestinian = (Deut. 30:3) the regathering of Israel to promised land
7) Davidic = (2 Sam. 7:16) Points to the king & kingdom fulfilled in Christ 
8) New Covenant = (Heb. 8:8) rest on the sacrifice of Christ AND... is irreversible

IDEA #2 – DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OLD & NEW COVENANT:

UNDER THE OLD COVENANTS...
· A righteous walk was the “pre-condition” for fellowship with God. 
· Starting in (Ex. 19:5) the “if / then” principal was given.
· If man does this... then God will do that. 

MAYBE... WE BETTER RECOGNIZE...
· The phrase as “blessings & cursing’s” of the OT.
· This is how man related to God under the Laws of Moses. 
· It seemed to be fear based...
· It seemed to be performance driven.

~ William MacDonald ~
The covenant of law promised blessing for obedience but threatened death for disobedience. It required righteousness but did not give the ability to produce it. 

Theologian Charles Ryrie [footnoteRef:1] famously said... [1:  Charles C. Ryrie, Dispensationalism, Chicago: Moody, 1995, (p. 115).] 

“The basis of salvation in every age is the death of Christ; the requirement for salvation in every age is faith; the object of faith in every age is God; the content of faith changes in the various dispensations.”

AND... SO... 
· The OT law... while it provided atonement of sin...
· It did NOT remove sin!

· It was a ceremonial cleansing OR covering for sin. 
· There was no moral cleansing OR clean conscience from it. 
· It was external NOT internal. 

POINT BEING...
· The OT... had man standing at a distance from God.

SO... IN HEBREWS...
· Paul is trying to help the people understanding the New Covenant...
· Where grace invites man to come near (Heb. 4:16).

UNDER THE New Covenant
· A righteous walk is the result of fellowship with God...
· Which is founded on grace & received by faith. 

· The New Covenant is anchored on what Christ has done...
· And not dependent on human performance. 

~ Griffith Thomas ~ [footnoteRef:2] [2:  W. H. Griffith Thomas, Hebrews: A devotional Commentary, (p.103).] 


“The [NEW] covenant is “better” because it is absolute not conditional, spiritual not carnal, universal not local, eternal not temporal, individual not national, [AND] internal not external.” 

(John 1:29) NKJV 
· Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

THE JOY UNDER THE NEW COVENANT...
· Is that it entirely depends on God’s Grace!
· The New Covenant tells us what God will do!

· Obedience to God is born out of a love for Him...
· Not thru a fear of punishment from Him! 

THIS TOTALLY CHANGES THE WAY WE RELATE TO GOD!!!

IDEA #3 – AM I UNDER THE NEW COVENANT:

EVIDENCE...
· That demonstrates the church does partake of the New Covenant...

1. (1 Cor. 11:23-27) Paul quoted Jesus and applied it to the Church.

2. (Rom 1:16) the principal = to the Jew first & also the Gentile. 

3. (Eph. 2:11-16) brought near by the blood of Christ.

4. (Gal 3:26-29) baptized into Christ and Abrahams seed.

THE POINT OF THESE FOUR PASSAGES...
· Is to show that all who are in Christ share in the promises thru the cross!

APPLICATIONS:

1. (v.12) hold against
· Being forgiven by God makes it possible to forgive others.

2. (Rom. 8:28-29) conformed to Christ
· (Phil. 2:13) working in me to will and to do

3. (Gal. 5:4) fallen from grace (not fallen from salvation)

~ IN CLOSING ~

If you would like to ask Jesus to forgive your sins 
· Or if you need to be empowering by the Holy Spirit...

BOTH OF THESE ARE ACTS OF FAITH...
· So I would you raise your hand so I can pray for you!?! 

~ COMMUNION ~
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