(Hebrews 9:1-28)
“Strengthening Faith in Hard Times”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Flip to (Hebrews 9:1-28) NLT
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I’ve titled todays message: 
· “Access That Changes Our Life”

~ INTRO ~ 

AS WE MOVE FORWARD...
· With our series “Strengthen Faith in Hard Times”
· We find Paul presenting another life changing truth...
· About the superiority of what Christ has given man! 

IN OTHER WORDS…
· He’s presenting the power of what Jesus accomplished…
· And how… it impacts our lives on a daily basis. 

(Rom 10:17) NLT
“… faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ.”  

· What God has done for you!!!

EXACTLY WHAT WE NEED…
· When we’re beat up from the struggles of life OR restlessness sets in. 

HOWEVER…
· Under the OT system… people lived under a set of religious processes…
· That only provided a temporary solution.

· And worshipers were kept aware of their sin…
· Because of the regular animal sacrifices they gave. 

· They knew their need for a savior!
· And they were waiting.

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Hebrews 9:8-28) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN:

IDEA #1 – WHAT JESUS DID: (vv.10-12)

OK…
· Let me set the big picture as we begin:


FIRST… IN (vv.1-5)…
· Understand that we’re reading about the arrangement of furniture…
· Inside the tabernacle.

SECOND… IN (vv.6-10)… 
· We’re given a basic summary of the regulations for worship…
· Under the Old Covenant system.
 
PAUL SPOKE ABOUT IT THIS WAY IN (Gal. 3:22-25) NLT
· Prisoners of sin
· Freedom found in Christ
· The law was a guardian to protect man until Christ came
· But now the law is no longer needed

WHY?

a) Because Jesus established a better covenant 
· (Mark 14:24) NLT

b) Jesus sacrificed His body for us (v.28)…
· And we’re waiting for the final step of salvation…
· Seen in the resurrection of the saints = Glorification…
· Of our mortal bodies that will inherit immortality. 

READ (1 Cor. 15:53-58) NLT
· The takeaway from these truths = “be strong and immoveable.”
· Exactly what the readers of (Hebrews) needed!

· They needed to remember what Jesus had done for them…
· So their faith would be strengthened in hard times. 

AND MAYBE YOU NEED THAT REMINDER TODAY TOO!?!
· Take courage / keep going / & let Jesus strengthen you.

IDEA #2 – WHAT JESUS ACCOMPLIASHED FOR US: (v.12-b)

a) Jesus secured our redemption forever (v.12-b)
· (Col. 1:27) NLT = assurance
· (1 John 5:13) NLT

b) Jesus freed us from the penalty of sin (v.15-b)
· And from the power of sin (Rom. 6:6) NLT

SO THERE’S NO REASON…
· We have to go back to our old habits…
· Or allow harmful practices to dominate us. 

WHEN YOU COME TO JESUS…
· He’s going to clean up your life. 
· It may NOT all happen in one day…
· But He will lead you out of un-healthy sinful living. 

IDEA #3 – HOW IT AFFECTS US PRACTICALLY: (vv.13-28)

THERE’S A TENDENCY IN OUR FALLEN HUMANITY…
· To relate to God with external practices – religious acts.

THESE PEOPLE WERE HOPING TO FIND INNER RELIEF…
· By going back to a life of external religious acts.
· They had that inner ache of being out of fellowship with God.

AND THE PROBLEM IS…
· If we response by trying to work for God’s favor…
· Instead of confessing & changing directions.

(Rom. 11) Tells us that if I am relating to God by works…
· I am no longer under grace.

SO… THE POINT TO REMEMBER…
· Are the benefits found only in the Grace of Christ!

CONSIDER THESE:

1) Direct access to God (Heb. 4:14-16) NLT
2) (v.14) The cleansing of our conscience  (1 John 3:20) NLT
3) Freedom FOR un-restrained worship (Ps. 15:1) NLT 

AND THE POINT OF THIS ENTIRE CHAPTER...
· Is to show the superior gift we’ve been given in Christ.

· The New Covenant founded ENTIRELY in His grace!

APPLICATION:

HERE’S A SIMPLE TAKE AWAY FOR US…

(Ps. 130:4) NLT
“But you offer forgiveness, that we might learn to fear you.” 

The idea of this Hebrew word FEAR… 
· Is to inspire reverence / honor / respect / OR awe.

· It simply means… that God wants us to recognize that He is good!

~ IN CLOSING ~

If you would like to have your conscience cleansed this morning…
· If you need to recognize that God is good this morning… 
· Would you please take a step of faith and raise your hand…
· So I can pray for you. 

~ PRAYER ~
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