John 6:1-15
“Meaning In the Miracle”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (John 6:1-15) NLT
· Read (vv. 1-5)

~ INTRO ~ 

TODAY WE’RE LOOKING AT A MIRACLE…
	- That is often taught…
· To point out the magnificent power of God…
· To provide for our needs in the midst of insufficiencies.

BUT IF WE KEEP THIS MIRACLE IN IT’S CONTEXT…
	- We learn about a much deeper meaning for the Christian…
· Because it causes us to test or focus of faith…
· The miracle or the miracle giver. 

“In a single miraculous “sign,” He would teach His disciples a valuable lesson, clearly define His mission on earth, winnow the multitude for authentic believers, and set a course for Calvary[footnoteRef:1]” – Charles Stanley [1:  Swindoll, C. R. (2010). Insights on John (p. 132). Zondervan.] 


NOTE TAKERS…
	- I’ve titled today’s message…
· “Meaning In the Miracle”

~ LET’S PRAY ~ 


~ BACKGROUND ~ 

AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME TODAY…
	- Let’s start off with a little context of timing & location…
· For this moment of ministry in Jesus’ life. 

1) Several months had passed since (John 5) – 6 +/-
a. The Sermon on the Mount / Parables of the Kingdom
b. John the Baptist killed
c. The disciples sent out to preach throughout Galilee
i. (Mark 6:30-31) NLT

2) They sailed to the northeast portion of the sea of Galilee (Bethsaida)
a. Moved away from the big city & into the countryside
b. East of Capernaum (Jesus homebase of ministry)
c. A secluded place outside of towns & villages

3) Huge crowd is following Him because of miracles
a. Jesus had healed many in this area
b. The disciples were sent out and given Holy Spirit power to do miracles. 

4) Just before Passover
a. Jesus’ second Passover during His ministry
b. End of his second year / beginning of His 3rd year of ministry
i. Moses / Deliverance / bread / lamb / wilderness / manna
1. All on the top of their mind as Jews

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S A FEW THINGS…
	- We can learn from our text today:

~ IDEA # 1 – “Sensible Solutions” (vv. 1-9)~

THREE SOLUTIONS WERE GIVEN BY THE DISCIPLES:

#1 Send the people away (Mark 6:35-36) NLT

THIS WAS A GREAT IDEA…
	- Because if there were no more people…
· There would be no more problem!

HOWEVER… THIS WOULD ALSO HURT THE PEOPLE…
	- Because traveling at night was dangerous…
·  

JESUS WAS NOT ANNOYED WITH THEM…
	- Or disturbed by their presence in the midst…
· Of their vacation!
· (Matthew 14:16) NLT

#2 Raise more money (v. 6)

THIS WAS A TEST OF FAITH FOR PHILIP…
- Philip was from Bethsaida…
· Would know the local resources.

	- Would he trust Jesus for a way in the middle of this difficulty…
· Or would he try to find a way himself?

IT SEEMS LIKE THE TEST USUALLY COMES…
	- At the most inconvenient times!

"These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold--though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world." (1 Peter 1:7 NLT)

HE DOES SOME QUICK CALCULATIONS…
	- Figures that two month’s wages…
· Wouldn’t even be enough to satisfy even a little. 

THE PROBLEM WITH THIS WAS…
	- Where would they get this amount of money…
· Along with this amount of food…
· Within the next couple hours?!

#3 5 Loaves & 2 Fish (v. 9)

THIS WAS GOOD NEWS…
	- Now they had found some food!
· Just enough for a single young boy to eat!

OBVIOUSLY… FROM THE DISCIPLE’S PERSPECTIVE…
	- This was not a viable solution to their problem…
· And they were now out of options. 

THE MEN ARE GOING THROUGH JOSHUA…
	- Last week we learned about Jericho in (Chapter 6)…
· The plan of attack to take over the city.
· Hudson Taylor’s quote:

“There are three ways to accomplish God’s will: (1) make the best plans we can and hope they succeed… (2) Make our own plans and ask God to bless them… (3) ask God for His plan and then do what He says”

HERE’S THE POINT:
	- Nothing is impossible for God…
· But we consistently think in terms of what we have to offer…
· What we can accomplish through natural means. 

- We cannot sufficiently meet the needs in our life…
· We must come to the end of ourselves…
· So God can do something better. 

~ IDEA #2 – “Providential Provision” (vv. 10-13)~


#1 The People’s Part (v. 10)

THEY HAD A RESPONSIBILITY…
	- To follow Jesus’ command…
· Organize into groups & prepare to eat!

- “sit down” Lit. to “recline” or “lay back”
· The position they would eat in. 

#2 Jesus’ Part (v. 11)

JESUS TOOK THE OFFERING OF LOAVES & FISH…
	- Looked up & blessed them (gave thanks)
· Broke them & distributed them. 

WE MUST UNDERSCORE…
	- The miracle flowed through Jesus’ hands…
· Not the disciples. 

JESUS IS THE ONE WHO MANUFACTURED THE FOOD…
	- So the disciples could be distributors…
· Of what He had given them. 

#3The Disciple’s Part (v.12-13)

IT’S INTERESTING TO NOTE…
	- The disciples were given administrative duties…
· In order to facilitate a miracle that would take place. 

- There was preparatory work to be facilitated…
· And clean up work needed to be done.
· They got to play a part in the process!

EACH OF THE DISCPLES TOOK A WICKER BASKET…
	- “Kophinos” typically used to carry on person’s provisions…
· For a journey of two or three days. 
· Nothing was wasted!

JESUS’ SOLUTION TO THIS MAJOR PROBLEM…
	- Provided a better way than the disciples could think of…
· And allowed them to have leftovers!

THE POINT IS SIMPLE:
	- (Ephesians 3:20a) NKJV

GOD IS ABLE…
	- And when Paul says this…
· He is almost building a pyramid.  

Able
Able to do
Able to do what we ask
Able to do what we ask or think
Able to do all that we ask or think
Able to do above all that we ask or think
Able to do abundantly above all that we ask or think
Able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think

APPLY THIS TO YOUR LIFE TODAY…
	- God is able to complete the work He started…
· According to the power of the Spirit who lives in you. 

~IDEA #3 – “Better Bread” (vv. 14-15)~

(v. 14)

THE PEOPLE RECOGNIZED THIS…
	- As a prophetic miracle…
· And responded by wanting to make Him king. 

"I will raise up a prophet like you [Moses] from among their fellow Israelites. I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell the people everything I command him." (Deuteronomy 18:18 NLT)

THIS WAS THE RIGHT RESPONSE…
	- But the wrong motivation…
· Because their focus was on the bread…
· Not the bread giver. 
· (John 6:26) NLT

- They wanted someone to lead them out of Roman bondage…
· But this was motivated by their stomach…
· Not their heart.

(v. 15)

THIS WAS THE HEIGHT OF JESUS’ MINISTRY…
	- And now He’s retreating away from the crowds…
· That wanted to crown Him king. 
· Isn’t this what you wanted?!?!

THESE FOLLOWER’S FAITH WAS NOT BEING TESTED…
	- They sought after the bread Jesus provided…
· But that miracle pointed to a very important truth…
· (John 6:41) NLT

HERE’S THE MEANING IN THIS MIRACLE:

1) Jesus is essential for life – like bread
2) The life He’s referring to is spiritual not physical
a. Challenging them to think deeper!
3) Jesus is making a claim to deity
a. Not just a prophet but God Himself!
4) Inviting them to place their faith in Him as Messiah
5) They will be satisfied
a. (Matthew 5:6) NLT – Satisfy our huger for righteousness

HERE’S THE POINT:
	- Turn with me to (Psalm 23) NLT

WHAT’S THE LORD USING TO TEST YOUR FAITH TODAY?
	- What are solution are you calculating & working on?
· Commit what you have to Jesus & trust Him to work…
· Because He’s all you need!

~ IN CLOSING (WORSHIP TEAM) ~

TODAY EACH OF US…
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