(Luke 18:1-43)
“Seven Lessons From The Savior”

CHRISTMAS IS A TIME TO REFRESH OUR FAITH…
· And receive encouragement…
· As we prepare to move forward into the next season of our life.

2025 RAPIDLY APPROACHING…
· And I want to speak words of hope into your life…
· Before Christmas week begins.
· (Isa. 35:3-4) NLT

LESSON #1 – Persistence (vv.1-8)

OK… 
· Jesus is telling a story (a parable)…
· To teach a lesson of faith to His followers.

TWO TRUTHS:
1) God’s eagerness to help us (Isa. 65:1) NLT
2) How to access His help (Matt. 7:7) NLT

PERSISTENCE…
· Is a steady continuance no matter what the obstacles are.

HERE’S THE POINT…
· God wants to hear from us…
· Because He’s NOT like the unjust judge…
· So keep praying!
________________________________________________________

LESSON #2 – Acceptance (vv.9-14)

NOW… 
· Jesus is telling another story…
· To teach a lesson of faith to His followers.

CONTRAST OF TWO PEOPLE:
1)  Pharisee – with the appearance of religious correctness.
2) Tax collector – rejected by the community but accepted by God.

(Phil. 3:9-b) NLT
“… I become righteous through faith in Christ.
For God’s way of making us right, with Himself, depends on faith.”

LET THIS SINK IN FOR A MOMENT!

· Your identity… is no longer anchored in your failures…
· It’s anchored in Christ.
______________________________________________________

LESSON #3 – Access (vv.15-17)

OUR FAITH IN JESUS…
· Gives us unhindered access to the help we need.
· So stop living like a pauper & start living in His power!

· (Eph. 3:12) NLT
· (Heb. 4:16) NIV
______________________________________________________

LESSON #4 – Surrender (vv.18-27)

CAN YOU RECEIVE  THIS!?!
· Check-list-morality… (I don’t do this & I don’t do that)…
· Without total surrender is pointless, powerless, & useless!

THE HOPE THAT JESUS OFFERS…
· Applies to this guy & any one that would come to Him.

SO… WHAT’S SMASHING THE JOY OUT OF YOUR LIFE…
· Because you just can’t overcome it!?!

THE PATHWAY FORWARD… (v.27)

· The Bible tells us… “It’s the goodness of God” (Rom 2:4) NLT
· That changes us… so we can learn how to live by faith.
______________________________________________________

LESSON #5 – Sacrifice (vv.28-30)

~ Warren Wiersbe ~

The rich young ruler is a warning to people who want a Christian faith that does not change their values or upset their lifestyle. Jesus does not command every seeking sinner to sell everything and give to the poor, but He does put His finger of conviction on any area in our lives about which we are dishonest. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Wiersbe Bible Commentary (p.201). Copywrite (2007) Warren W. Wiersbe. Published by David C. Cook] 


(v.29) 
THERE ARE THINGS WE MUST WILLINGLY SURRENDER.
· In context Jesus applied it to two veins of loss:
· Material wealth & our closest relationships…
· Houses (think material wealth)
· Wife (some marriages fail)
· Brothers (some family relationships are splintered)
· Parents (some parents turn away from their kids)
· Children (some children disown their parents)

JESUS WASN’T DIMINSHING THE PAIN…
· He was saying the sacrificial loss is worth it.
______________________________________________________

LESSON #6 – Suffering (vv.31-34)

JESUS FORTOLD HIS SUFFERING.
· And I want to remind you that He did it for you!
· The greatest Christmas present ever given…
· Is Jesus’ life for sinners.
______________________________________________________ 

LESSON #7 – Healing (vv.:35-43)

*What do you want Me to do for you?
· If God has not healed you… ask Him for wisdom & understanding.
· (James 1:5) NKJV

~ IN CLOSING ~

· Love God… &… Love others.
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