(Luke 7:36-50)
“The Measurement of My Love”

~ INTRO ~

NOW AS WE DIVE INTO A TOPICAL MESSAGE TODAY…
· Let’s catch some basic information… to begin with.

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

1st – This Gospel highlights the humanity of Christ.

2nd – This Gospel has a major focus on the parables of Christ.

3rd –  This Gospel was written with an aim toward the Greeks & NOT the Jews.

IN OTHER WORDS…
· God word reaches into dark place that religious people avoid…
· Because Jesus’ love… is greater than sin!
· (John 15:13) NLT

HERE’S A FEW THINGS TO UNDERSTAND…

IDEA #1 – WHAT KIND OF WOMAN IS THIS? (vv.36-39)

JESUS HAD FORGIVEN THIS WOMAN OF HER SINS…
· And the affection flowing out of her heart toward Him was great!
· BUT… this scene is often confused with others.

NOW… THE  GOSPELS SHARE THREE SIMILAR STORIES:
· Yet… each one happens at a different time…
· In a different location… AND… for a different purpose.

IN (Matt 26:1-13) & (Mark 14:1-9)…
· Both happen two-days before the Passover when Jesus was betrayed.
· They happen in Bethany…
· At the home of Simon the leper who had been healed.

1st WHY? 
· (Mark 14:8) NLT
· This carried a prophetic significance of Jesus’ death & burial.

THE NEXT SCENE… (John 12:1-8)…
· Happens six-days before the Passover when Jesus was betrayed.
· It too happens in Bethany…
· BUT…  it’s at the home of Mary, Martha, & Lazarus.

2nd WHY? 
· (John 12:7) NLT
· At dinner Jesus was being honored as Messiah (John11:27). 

NOW… FROM OUR TEXT TODAY (Luke 7:36-50)…
· This event happens about a year earlier down in Galilee…
· At the home of Simon the Pharisee.

3rd WHY? 
· (Luke 7:47) NLT – it was an expression of love because of forgiveness.

OK… FINAL DETAIL.
· None of these events describe… Mary Magdalene…
· Who had seven demons cast out of her (Luke 8:2).
 
FALSE CLAIMS…
· Portray Mary Magdalene as a prostitute.
· Portray Mary Magdalene as the woman caught in adultery.
· The DaVinci Code claims Mary Magdalene & Jesus were married.

IDEA #2 – THE PRACTICAL PROBLEM (vv.40-43)

JESUS USES A SIMPLE STORY HERE…
· To illustrate the willingness of God to forgive our sins.

(Ps. 146:8-b) NLT
	The Lord lifts up those who are weighed down.

BUT… THIS ILLUSTRATION HIGHLIGHTED…
· The lack of love for God… revealed thru critical spirit.

EARLIER IN THIS CHAPTER…
· Jesus spoke about the childish games the Pharisees played in public…
· AND how they love to complain (Luke 7:30-32) NLT.

PRACTICALLY… A CRITICAL PERSON…
· Has an excessively negative attitude… 
· Which is characterized by:
a) Faultfinding – Attach every situation with what’s wrong.
b) Nitpicking – Point out minor faults.
c) Quibbling – Raise objections about trivial matters.

CRITICAL PEOPLE…
· Often come from backgrounds of verbal OR emotional abuse.
· And become deeply selfish as they live with poor self-esteem.

EITHER WAY…
· Any view that rejects the wonderful work of God…
· AND discounts the evidence of a changed life…
· Is working on the wrong team!

(Eph. 5:2-11) NLT

IDEA #3 – EVIDENCE THAT CHANGE IS NEEDED (vv.44-50)

JESUS WAS VERY KIND IN POINTING OUT…
· The practical areas of disrespect… to Simon the Pharisee.
· (v.44) no offer of water (communicates your beneath me)
· (v.45) no common greeting kiss (handshake today)
· (v.46) no common courtesy of oil (welcome to my home)

EACH OF THESE NEGATIVE ACTS…
· Were countered with expression of love from this woman.

HERE’S THE TAKEAWAY…
· May our hearts express to others…
· The simple & practical love of God.

· May we live as people…
· Who demonstrate common courtesy to others…
· Because we’re followers of Jesus!

AMEN!
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