Philippians 1 – 2
“Finding Joy”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Philippians) 
· Look down at (Philippians 3:1a) NLT

~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

~ INTRO ~ 

THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS…
	- Is a personal, practical & powerful book…
· That emphasizes joy in the Christian life.

- The word “joy” is used four times
· Dictionary definition:
· “A feeling of great pleasure & happiness”

- And “rejoice” occurs eight times…
· Dictionary definition:
· “Feel or show great joy or delight”

- And “glad” three times…
· “Pleased or delighted”

- It’s easily seen as the main theme through the book…
· Paul consistently expresses it himself…
· And instructs his readers to experience it personally. 

HOW MANY OF US TODAY…
	- Can sit here in this church & confidently say…
· No matter what we’re going thru…
· “We’re rejoicing or joyful?!”

AS WE’VE STUDIED THROUGH ACTS TOGETHER…
	- We’ve seen all the difficulty that Paul has gone through…
· And painful moments during his life as a Christian. 
· It makes us wonder how he could make
· Such bold statements about joy.

IT’S TRUE THAT WE HAVE MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR…
	- But the pace at which we run is so fast
· The pressure of which we face is so great…
· And the pain which we experience is so deep…
· Our joy is often stolen. 

- We’re led to search for joy / happiness that will last!
· (Possessions / vacations / social connection)

BUT… PHILIPPIANS TEACHES US:

	- True joy only comes through centering our lives around Christ…
· Harmony with His faithful followers…
· And serving others in the name of the Lord.

- We’ll learn how to “rejoice in the Lord” …
· Despite circumstances / people / problems / suffering!

SO NOTE TAKERS…
	- I’ve titled today’s message…
· “Finding Joy”

~ BACKGROUND ~ 

PAUL PLANTED THIS CHURCH…
	- On his second missionary journey…
· After receiving a vision of a man calling for help…
· In the area of Macedonia (Greece). 

HOW IT STARTED (ACTS 16):
	- Lydia (the first convert) (vv. 13-15)
	- The demon possessed slave girl (v. 17-19)
	- The jail warden & his family (vv. 23-30)

HOW IT’S GOING:
	- Paul’s in jail in Rome
	- Philippians sent money to encourage him
	- Epaphroditus (possible pastor) came to deliver the gift & help Paul
· He fell deathly ill while serving Paul which delayed his return
· Took this letter back to the church
- This letter is in response to their multiple gifts…
· Showing their unwavering support for Paul’s calling & mission.

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN TODAY…

~ IDEA # 1 – “Looking Back” (1:1-19) ~

PAUL COULD LOOK BACK AT THESE THINGS…
	- That happened to him a Philippi…
· Memories that could produce sorrow & grief. 

- But instead of viewing his circumstances as things God didn’t do…
· He saw them as God given opportunities to further the Gospel…
· And rejoiced at what God did do!

#1  The People (vv. 1-11)

THESE MEMORIES LEAD HIM TO REALIZE…
	- He had true friends in Philippi…
· They experienced true spiritual fellowship…
· That was real & satisfying.

· They were on his mind (v. 3)
· They were in his heart (v. 7)
· They were in his prayers (v. 9)

- These three evidences of fellowship helped Paul to have a perspective…
· As he looked back at what happened in Philippi. 

- There encouragement & support had come…
· At just the right time…
· Allowing Paul to have right perspective. 

"A word fitly spoken [is like] apples of gold In settings of silver." (Proverbs 25:11 NKJV)

#2 The Ministry (V. 12-14)

AS HE LOOKED BACK OVER HIS LIFE…
	- From where he had been in Philippi…
· To where he was now (back in jail)…
· He could see a purpose in the problems. 

YES HE WAS IN CHAINS…
	- But he used those chains to further the work of Christ…
· Which was not chained at all!

HE WAS NO LONGER ABLE…
	- To go on ministry excursions from city to city…
· But he hadn’t lost his influence!
· Each guard had to spend 6 hrs/ day with him. 

· EXAMPLE: Being in the hospital for Adi or Joshua
· Recognizing other’s needs for encouragement

#3 The Critics (V. 15-18)

THERE WILL ALWAYS BE THOSE…
	- Who will consistently criticize you…
· Because they think you’re doing something wrong…
· Or you should be doing something differently. 

IT’S BEEN SAID BEFORE…
	- “Sometimes you just need to out-preach our critics.”

(v. 18) 
SINCE PAUL HAD CENTERED HIS LIFE AROUND JESUS…
	- And he had given up his life to serve Jesus…
· It didn’t matter what others did to make his life miserable…
· The work of God was still getting done!

WE’VE EXPEREINCED…
- Similar moments here at W.C.:

· Group that left at the rec center 
· Group that left because of youth leader
· Dance studio 

-All these situations glorified Christ…
· Because they show the faithfulness of God on our side…
· Nothing can stop the work of God!

- We see the same situation in the O.T.
· With Joseph & his brothers. 

"You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many people." (Genesis 50:20 NLT)

HERE’S THE POINT:
- When we look back across our lives…
· We can rejoice in the work the Lord has done…
· And look forward to what He will do!
	
~ IDEA #2 – “Here & Now” (1:19-25)~

NEXT PAUL LOOKS TO HIS CURRENT SITAUTION…
	- Making a confident declaration…
· That his outcome will turn out to “victory”

#1 Confidence From the Past (v. 19-20)

HE NEW NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENED…
	- His life would bring glory to Christ. 
· The past faithfulness of God…
· Brought confidence in his current situation…
· While he remained steadfast in his purpose. 

#2 Single Focus (v. 21)

THE ADVERSITY IN PAUL’S LIFE…
	- Didn’t tempt him to give up…
· But made him more focused in his calling. 
(v. 21)
THIS IS THE KEY VERSE…
	- In all of Philippians…
· Pointing to a great truth:

· Centering our lives around Christ….
· Allows us to experience true joy

FOR ME LIVING MEAN _____
	- Dying means ______

(v. 22-24)
THERE WAS A SINGLE FOCUS ON HIS MIND…
	- In the midst of difficult circumstances…
· He desired only to glorify Christ…
· Which involved helping others…
· Not satisfying his own desires. 

HERE’S THE POINT:
	- We can experience the same joy & confidence Paul had…
· When our life is focused on glorifying Jesus…
· No matter our circumstances or their outcome.

~ IDEA #3 – “Looking Ahead” (1:27 - 2:2) ~

NEXT PAUL MOVES TOWARD THE FUTURE…
	- And puts a plan in place…
· So the Philippians could experience the same joy he has…
· Focuses on Unity & purpose together. 

#1 Manner of life (v. 27a)

THIS INSTRUCTION FOCUSES ON CONDUCT…
	- Within the body of Christ. 
· It matters how we treat each other!

THEY WOULD HAVE A UNIQUE UNDERSTANDING…
- Of this statement…
· Because they were a Roman colony.

THEY GOT TO ENJOY ALL THE BENEFITS & LAWS OF ROME…
	- Even though they weren’t actually living in Rome. 

THE CHURCH IS A COLONY OF HEAVEN ON EARTH….
- We don’t act a certain way to gain citizenship…
· But we act a certain way because we already citizens. 

THIS IS ALL ABOUT FOCUS & PRIORITY…
	- Jesus taught us in (Matthew 6)… 

""But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness…” (Matthew 6:33 NKJV)

THERE WILL ALWAYS BE CONFLICT IN OUR LIFE…
	- But we should always be fighting for the same outcome…
· Victory for the faith…
· Not over our brother or sister!

#2 Warnings of attitude (v. 1-4)

AS PAUL BEGINS TO MOVE INTO…
	- Specific examples to follow…
· For being a citizen of heaven. 

HE POINTS CONTRATS…
	- Two different ways of thinking:

· Others first:
· Like-minded (v. 2)
· Thinking from the other person’s perspective
· Having the same love (v. 2)
· Christ as the standard
· Working together (v. 2)
· Supporting the mission
· Interest in others (v. 4)
· Compassion

· Me first:
· Selfish
· Verbiage in Greek: “Don’t even think any thoughts motivated by selfish ambition”
· Pride
· I’m more important that others

HERE’S THE POINT:
	- As we look ahead…
· We can set our course to experience joy…
· Because we’re acting like citizens of Heaven…
· And unifying with the body of Christ.

~ IDEA #3 – “Examples To Follow” (2:5-30) ~

PAUL GIVES A FEW EXAMPLES…
	- What it looks like to walk in unity

#1 Jesus – Humility (vv. 3-8)

UNITY REQUIRES BEING SUBMITTED…
	- To the plans and instruction of Jesus…
· To the leadership & authority He has instituted. 

1. He had status & authority but didn’t use it to His advantage (v. 6)
2. He traded what He deserved so He could help others (v. 7)
3. He obeyed his mission no matter the consequences (v. 8)

WHENEVER I READ THIS PASSAGE…
	- My mind always thinks back to John 13…
· When Jesus washes his disciple’s feet. 
· (John 13:1-5)NLT

#2 Paul – Submissive (vv. 12-18)

(vv. 13-14)
GOD IS GIVING US THE DESIRES…
	- But we must act upon those desires…
· Without complaining or arguing…
· To experience the joy of God working thru us!
- Paul was an example of this…
· Sitting in jail because he had followed God’s desires…
· <Preach the gospel in Rome>

#3 Timothy & Epaphroditus (vv. 19-30)

(v. 20-22)
WE HAVE TIMOTHY AS AN EXAMPLE…
	- Because he genuinely cares for the people of God…
· And proves it by serving them. 

(v. 30)
EPAPHRODITUS IS AN EXAMPLE OF…
	- Because he was willing to risk his life…
· For the benefit of the church he served. 

~ IN CLOSING ~

THESE TWO CHAPTERS IN PHILIPPIANS…
	- Give us insight into Paul’s circumstances & problems…
· And the joy he was experiencing despite them. 

- Gives us insight on how to experience that same joy…
· As we center our lives around Jesus…
· And the fellowship of His body. 
· Amen!?
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