Philippians 3 – 4
“Finding Joy” (Pt. 2)

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Philippians) 
· Look down at (Philippians 3:1) NLT

~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

~ INTRO ~ 

REMEMBER WITH ME…

- Paul planted this church on his second missionary journey…
· After receiving a vision of a man calling for help…
· In the area of Macedonia (Greece). 

- It started in (Acts 16) with:
· Lydia (the first convert) (vv. 13-15)
· The demon possessed slave girl (v. 17-19)
· The jail warden & his family (vv. 23-30)

- Now…
· Paul’s in jail in Rome
· Philippians sent money to encourage him
· Epaphroditus (possible pastor) came to deliver the gift & help Paul

THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS…
	- Is a book that emphasizes joy in the Christian life.
· The word “joy” is used four times
· And “rejoice” occurs eight times…
· And “glad” three times…

- It’s easily seen as the main theme through the book…
· Paul consistently expresses it himself…
· And instructs his readers to experience it personally. 

IT’S TRUE THAT WE HAVE MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR…
	- But the pace at which we run is so fast
· The pressure of which we face is so great…
· And the pain which we experience is so deep…
· Our joy is often stolen. 

- We’re led to search for joy / happiness that will last!
· (Possessions / vacations / social connection)

HOW MANY OF US TODAY…
	- Can sit here in this church & confidently say…
· No matter what we’re going thru…
· “We’re rejoicing or joyful?!”

PHILIPPIANS TEACHES US:

	- True joy only comes through centering our lives around Christ…
· Harmony with His faithful followers…
· And serving others in the name of the Lord.

- We learn how to “rejoice in the Lord” …
· Despite circumstances / people / problems / suffering!

SO NOTE TAKERS…
	- I’ve titled today’s message…
· “Finding Joy” (Pt. 2)

~ BACKGROUND ~ 

TODAY WE WILL CONTINUE OUR STUDY…
	- With three main takeaways:

#1) The goal of life is to know Christ more NOT earn more. 

- Religious rituals & acknowledgments of men…
· Cause Christians to strive for God’s favor…
· Rather than resting in the finished work of the cross…
· And steals the joy in our relationship to Jesus. 

#2) Security in the Lord comes from guarding unity & peace.

	- Division in the Body of Christ is stirred up by the enemy…
· And causes us to get our eyes off the mission of Christ…
· Steals our joy in the Lord by causing…
· Anxiety & frustration in everyday life. 

#3) God provides through our generosity. 

	- Although Paul had been content wherever the Lord placed him…
· He was thankful for their act of support…
· Because of how it will impact their lives in eternity…
· And many lives here on earth. 

~ STUDY ~ 

LET’S DIVE IN!

~ IDEA # 1 – “The Goal of My Life” (3:1-21) ~

PAUL TRANSITIONS HIS LETTER…
	- With a reminder to rejoice in the Lord…
· Because of His finished work on the cross.

APPARENTLY… THERE HAD BEEN SOME…
	- Who were attacking the Gospel message…
· And had put a religious trip on the people of Philippi…
· Focused on human effort for salvation. 

#1  True Righteousness Vs. False Righteousness (vv. 1-11)

(vv. 1-3)
PAUL TELL THEM TO WATCH OUT FOR…
	- People who over-emphasize the accomplishments of man. 
· True righteousness looks like:
· Worshipping God in Spirit
· Relying on what Christ has done
· Not what we should do

· Human effort does nothing to please or appease God…
· It is only by faith! 

(vv. 4-8)
NEXT… PAUL LISTS OUT…
	- A number of accomplishments he could brag about…
· To prove his point farther:

· Circumcision / Israel citizen / Tribe of Benjamin
· (These were things he had no control over)
· Member of the Pharisees - High religious status
· Persecuted the Church - Religious zealous
· Obeyed the law perfectly – Pious & disciplined

IF YOU TAKE ALL THOSE THINGS…
	- And compare them to the gift of salvation…
· They would all equate to a net loss!

- Nothing is better than having a relationship (knowing) with Christ…
· Including all that he had lost in this life!

Read (vv. 9-11)
THIS IS THE SECRET TO LIVING & GROWING AS A CHRISTIAN…
- Knowing Jesus in a growing relationship…
· Experiencing His Holy Spirit power…
· Sharing in Christ’s suffering…
· Is better than anything this world has to offer.

BUT THIS IS ONLY FOUND THROUGH FAITH…
	- Not religious rituals or accomplishments of man!
· Not even schooling & study.

· Only found through faith…
· Not human effort!

HOW CAN PAUL MAKE SUCH A STATEMENT…
	- That grinds against our natural instincts as people?!
· (1 Cor. 3:12-15) NLT

THEREFORE… PAUL MAKES THIS HIS MAIN FOCUS…
	- Pressing into his relationship with Jesus Christ…
· No matter what the religious system did to attack him.

#2 Pursuing Perfection (vv. 12-16)

Read (vv. 12-14)
WE WILL NEVER BE PERFECT THIS SIDE OF HEAVEN…
	- But Paul lived a life that pursued this perfection…
· And didn’t look back. 

THERE WERE MANY THINGS…
	- In Paul’s past that could drag him down…
· In his relationship with Christ & others.
· (Persecuted the church)

- But he didn’t let those things control his outlook…
· Both mentally or emotionally. 

#3 Heaven’s Citizens (vv. 17-21)

Read (v. 17)
PAUL GIVES A PATTERN TO FOLLOW…
	- To joyfully live the Christian life…
· Revolving around conduct & mindset. 

· Some who have gotten off track:
· They’re headed for destruction
· Their god is their desires for the things of this world
· Their focus is 

· But we:
· Are citizens of heaven
· Have a living savior who’s coming to rescue us
· Bringing the fulness of our salvation

THE IDEA IS…
	- Living a life in light of Christs immanent return!

HERE’S SIMPLE APPLICATION FOR US TODAY…
	- (2 Cor. 5:4-10) NLT
	
~ IDEA #2 – “Standing Secure In The Lord” (4:1-9)~

PAUL USES THESE REMINDERS AS A LAUNCHING POINT…
	- For some correction & direction for the church personally.

IN LIGHT OF CHRISTS RETURN…
	- We should stand secure in our faith…
· By guarding our unity & peace. 

#1 Guard Unity (vv. 1-3)

(vv. 1-5)
UNITY IS ANOTHER CONSISTENT THEME…
	- Because division & fighting are not pleasing to God…
· And can rob us of our joy in the Lord.

- Paul encourages them to settle their petty disagreements…
· By removing personal preferences…
· That had gotten in the way of the mission. 

- He lists out those who were fighting and calls on others…
· Showing that it takes all of us to be intentional…
· Working together in humility…
· To remain unified among the small disputes…
· That come up along the way.

#2 Guard Peace (vv. 6-9)

PAUL INSTRUCTS HIS READERS…
	- To Pray (v. 6)
· Think (v. 7)
· Do (v. 8)

IT TAKES MUCH PRACTICE (V. 9)…
	- But this is the key to experiencing God’s peace in this life…
· And standing secure in the Lord…
· Until He comes to rescue us!

~ IDEA #3 – “God’s Provisions” (4:10-23) ~

FINALLY… PAUL THANKS THE CHURCH…
	- For their generous offering & support…
· And teaches us about God’s provision in the life of a Christian. 

#1 The Secret to Contentment (vv. 10-14)

Read (vv. 10-12)

PAUL SAYS THAT HE HAS NEVER BEEN IN NEED…
	- Because he had learned how to be content…
· No matter what circumstance he faced.

- Remember what he writes to Timothy as well…
· (1 Tim. 6:8-10) NLT

Read (v. 13) 
WE LIKE TO QUOTE THIS VERSE…
	- But it’s often out of context…
· And used to justify someone making bad decisions. 

RATHER… THIS VERSE TELLS US…
	- God will provide for our needs…
· As we stay inside of His will for our lives…
· By the provisions of others.

#2 The Joy of Generosity (vv. 15-20)

Read (vv. 15-17)
PAUL TELLS THEM…
	- Their generosity created capacity for ministry.
· In Macedonia
· In Thessalonica
· Their growth

ALL THE MINISTRY THAT PAUL HAD BEEN APART OF…
	- They had also been apart of too…
· Because of their financial support along the way. 
· It was fruit to their account in heaven)

BECAUSE THEY HAD HONORED THE LORD…
	- God would honor their faith…
· And provide for their needs…
· If there was ever a lack. 

#3 The Joy of Generosity (vv. 21-23)

Read (vv. 21-23)
NOW THEIR FINIANCIAL SUPPORT…
	- Had even been effective…
· To reach the highest place in government. 
· (Caesars’s household)

~ IN CLOSING ~

THESE FINAL CHAPTERS IN PHILIPPIANS…
	- Give us practical application for finding joy in the Lord…

· The Goal of our lives is to live in light of His return…
· How to stand secure in our walk with Him…
· The way He provides for our needs. 
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