Psalm 103:1-22
“A Clear Picture”

~ READ TEXT ~

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Psalm 103:1-22) NLT

USE THE W.C. APP…
	- If you forgot to bring your bible tonight.
· You can even change the translation!

	- Read (vv. 1-5) NLT

~ INTRO ~ 

SOMEONE CREATED A HILARIOUS SHORT VIDEO…
	- Take Vaseline and wipe it on your phone’s camera…
· Now you have an android! 

- After the Vaseline was put on the camera…
· The picture was no longer clear.
· Gives us a great illustration for tonight’s message. 

SO NOTE TAKERS…
	- I’ve titled today’s message…
· “A Clear Picture”

~ BACKGROUND ~ 

TONIGHT WE’RE LOOKING AT (PSALM 103)…
	- A Psalm of David towards the end of his life…
· Looking back at what God has done. 

THIS IS A PRAISE PSALM IN BOOK 4…
	- Written as a Chiasm:

· A literary device where a sequence of ideas is presented…
· Then repeated in reverse order
· Creating a mirroring effect with the words or ideas 

THIS IS IMPORTANT…
	- So we understand what the main thrust of the Psalm is…
· And we can identify the intent of the writer…
· And apply it to our life in a simple way.

- This Psalm is built as a pyramid…
· With the pinnacle being (vv. 11-15)…
· Underscoring two contrasting themes:
· “God’s excellencies” (vv. 11-14)
· “Man’s frailties” (vv. 15)

· (vv. 1-10) mirroring (vv. 16-22)

AS WE STUDY THIS PSALM…
	- We walk away with a “clear picture” of who God is…
· And who we are to Him!

SOMETIMES OUR PICTURE GETS BLURRED:

	- By our failures – leading us to wrong thoughts & feelings
· Wrong conclusion about how God views us. 

- By outside influences – leading us to believe wrong facts about who God is

- By the enemy – attacking us with condemnation that effect our…
· Thoughts / feelings / emotions 
· Even disguising himself as an angel of light to deceive! 
· (2 Cor. 11:14)

OFTEN TIMES…
	- This takes the joy out of our relationship with Christ…
· Making us pull away from Him instead of coming close.

THIS IS WHY IT’S SO IMPORTANT…
	- To ground ourselves in God’s word…
· And relate to Him in prayer consistently. 
· To keep “A Clear Picture”

~ STUDY ~ 

HERE’S A FEW THINGS WE CAN LEARN TODAY…


~ IDEA # 1 – “God’s Benefits” (vv. 1-5) ~

(vv. 1-5) 
DAVID INVOKES PRAISE WITHIN HIMSELF…
	- Because of God’s sustenance in his life. 

· He responds with praise from all that he is…
· Because God has affected every area of His life!

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS OF DAVID:
#1) Forgives – all my sin
#2) Heals – all my disease (side note)
#3) Redeems – me from death
#4) Crowns (encircles) – Me with love & tender mercies
· Love centered in the will – commitment (unchanging)
· Love centered in the heart – emotional

THE IDEA DAVID IS UNDERSCORING…
	- Focuses on God satisfying all the needs David has…
· Which lead him to praise God!

THE APPLICATION FOR US…
	- Comes down to gaining a clear picture of God…
· How he responds to our needs.

- We are blessed when God reviews our needs & responds to them…
· God is blessed when we review His excellencies…
· And respond to them. 

THE PROBLEM COMES…
	- When we don’t receive the response we’re hoping for… 
· Then we question God’s character!
· (Matthew 7:7-11) NLT

~ IDEA #2 – “God’s Loving Nature” (vv. 6-18) ~

(v. 6-7)
THIS NEXT SECTION TRANSITIONS…
	- To focus on God’s character…
· Which is love & compassion. 

HERE IS THE PINNACLE OF THE PSALM…
	- Creating emphasis on what is said. 

· (vv. 8-9) What He has revealed about Himself
· (Exodus 34:6) NLT
· (v. 10) How God does not respond
· (vv. 11-13) How God does respond
· (v. 14-16) What God knows about us

(vv. 17-18)
DAVID IS REJOICING AT GOD’S FAITHFULNESS…
	- To the covenant made with His people…
· Not based on man’s frailty…
· But God’s eternal commitment! 

- (v. 18) “obey”
· To mark / recognize / remember

HERE’S THE MAIN APPLICATION FOR US…
	- We use take these verses to create a clear picture…
· Of how God responds to our sin…
· When we respond to him humbly!
· (James 4:6-8a) AMP

"But He gives us more and more grace [through the power of the Holy Spirit to defy sin and live an obedient life that reflects both our faith and our gratitude for our salvation]. Therefore, it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD and HAUGHTY, BUT [continually] GIVES [the gift of] GRACE TO THE HUMBLE [who turn away from self-righteousness]." So submit to [the authority of] God. Resist the devil [stand firm against him] and he will flee from you. Come close to God [with a contrite heart] and He will come close to you…”

WHEN WE EXPOSE OURSELVES…
	- The sin (disobedience) & weakness (failures)…
· To God our Father…

- His response is to remove our sin…
· And cleanse & renew us before Him. 

- Here’s another example: 
· (Isaiah 6:1-7) NLT

~IDEA #3 – “God’s Authority” (vv. 19-22) ~

(vv. 19-22)
FINALLY…
	- David closes this Psalm…
· By recognizing God’s authority. 

#1) (v. 20) “Angels” – Specifically angelic beings (messengers)
#2) (v. 21) “Hosts” – the angels & celestial bodies
· Including the sun, moon & stars
#3) (v. 22) “All creation” – everything in His kingdom

THEN IT MOVES…
	- Back into a personal experience…
· Where David places himself under God’s authority…
· In His kingdom.

THE CLEAR PICTURE OF GOD…
	- Became real & personal for David…
· Which brought him great joy & moved him to praise God. 

THIS BRINGS AN IMPORTANT POINT…
	- As we reflect on our lives before the Lord…
· These blessings “benefits” (v. 2) are only accessible to us…
· In Jesus Christ our Savior!
· (Romans 6:20-23) NLT 

BELIEVING THAT GOD IS REAL…
	- And He has created all things…
· And He has sent His Son to earth (Christmas)…
· Doesn’t bring you into the kingdom. 

- Having a growing & abiding relationship with Jesus…
· Recognizing His leadership (authority) in your life…
· Brings salvation & kingdom experience. 

~ IN CLOSING ~

WE CAN BE ENCOURAGED TONIGHT…
	- If God is our Father & Jesus is our savior…
· We gain a clear picture of how He relates to us. 

- Love / Compassion / Understanding / Mercy
· Leading us to enjoy our relationship with Him!
· Amen?!
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