Titus 1:6-16
“The Value of Leader’s”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Titus 1:6-16)
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “The Value of Leader’s”

~ INTRO ~

TONIGHT...
· As we continue in (Titus)…

LET’S REMEMBER..
· This book was written about (AD 65-66)… 
· After Titus had several years of ministry experience behind him.
· He was NOT a new convert to Christianity!

· And God gave him a “Difficult Assignment.”

NOW… THIS ASSIGNMENT...
· Was to restore order to the Churches in Crete.
· An island where distorted faith had become the norm.

In (v.5) Paul’s charge to Titus was – “set in order the things that are lacking.” 
· The flavor of this phrase is medical…
· And means to set a broken bone.

IN OTHER WORDS…
· It required skill & precision to complete it.
· Paul was not telling him to recklessly fill empty spots…
· But to skillfully establish healthy churches.   

AND TITUS…
· Needed to draw from the parameters…
· Laid out in scripture & the leading of the Holy Spirit…
· In order to be successful. 

MAYBE THAT SPEAKS TO YOU TONIGHT…
· Because you have a difficult decisions to make…
· And you’re not sure which way to go!?!  

LISTEN… MAYTHE SPIRIT OF GOD…
· Speak words of wisdom to you…
· And lead you forward…
· To take steps of faith.

NOT EVERYTHING IS PERFECT!

BUT… GOD SEE’S US THRU…
· With His word, with His Spirit, & even with other people.

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Titus 1:5-9) NLT

IDEAS TO TAKE NOTE OF: 

IDEA #1 – THE LEADERS TASK (v.5)

ALL OF US ARE TO MAKE DISCIPLES…
· It’s not just the pastor doing the work of ministry.
· And yet it is God who establishes us. 

(Gen. 18:19) NKJV
“For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.”   

TITUS WAS THOUGHT TO BE...
· A tough character AND it’s believed that he had a strong personality!
· Which was exactly what the Churches in Crete needed.

GOD ALWAYS…
· Fits the man to the mission!

BUT… WHY DOES THAT MATTER TO YOU?
· Here’s one reason…
· Who are the people speaking hope & truth into your life today?

TITUS…
· Was called to put in place the right people…
· For the healing what had become broken in the churches. 

MAKE THIS PERSONAL FOR A MOMENT…
· Who has God placed in your life to speak hope & truth to you? 
· Do you recognize the value… of having people around…
· That may disagree with you & call you out?

LEADERS ARE NOT ALWAYS POPULAR…
· Yet they must be faithful to speak the truth, hope, & love of God! 

IDEA #2 – THE TYPE OF LEADER TO LOOK FOR (vv.6-9)

OK…
· This next segment speaks specifically of selecting elders in the church. 

LET’S GET THE HIGH-LEVEL PICTURE…
· There’s a distinction between…
· The man (elder – v.5) & the office (bishop – v.7).

THE MAN IS TO HAVE GODLY CHARACTER…
· He’s not perfect, but blameless morally.

· AND… his ROLE in the church has three primary responsibilities.

THREE RESPONSIBILITIES:

1) Rule / manage & take care of the church (1 Tim 3:4-5)

2) Teach (2 Tim 4:2) / (Titus 1:9)

3) Guard from destructive doctrines (Titus 1:9) / (1 Tim 6:20) / (Acts 20:28)

IN THE O.T. 
· Leader Selection was seen in practical terms (Ex. 18:20-23) NLT
· *Able men OR men of ability (2 Tim 2:2) NKJV 

WE USE A SIMPE SAFEGUARD…
· When selecting Christian leaders: 

1) Competence = Gets you to the table
2) Character = Keeps you at the table
3) Chemistry = Without this you might be released from the table

WHY?
· Because if you have to manage a person, you have the wrong leader!
· We want to be Spirit led & Spirit directed.

(Phil 4:13) NLT 
“I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength.”

IDEA #3 – PEOPLE TO AVOID  (vv.10-16) NLT

READING THESE VERSES IN THE (NLT)…
· Are self-explanatory!

HOWEVER…
· In closing… let me point out a few ideas. 

1) REJECT ALL HERETICAL MESSAGES.

THE CHURCHES IN CRETE…
· Accepted a distorted view of salvation (v.10)
· That was in opposition to Gospel truth.
· (They had let culture dictate their faith!) 

2) NEVER REPLACE YOUR PERSONAL TIME IN GOD’S WORD…
· By listening to the popular teachers of our day!
· (We must seek Jesus for ourself.) 

*Don’t excel at knowing about God…
	- Excel at personally knowing God. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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