Titus 2:1-15
“Establishing A Sound Church”

AS YOU SETTLE IN…
	- Turn to the book of (Titus 2:1-15) NKJV
		
~ LET’S PRAY ~ 

NOTE TAKERS… 
· I titled today’s message: “Establishing A Sound Church”

~ INTRO ~

NOW…
· I love this chapter as a pastor… because it makes clear…
· How to lead a local fellowship.  

TITUS HAD BEEN GIVEN …
· A “Difficult Assignment” … 
· To restore order to the churches on the Island of Crete!

SO…
· While this chapter IS instrumental for pastors…
· It’s equally important for the body of believers!

WHY?

BECAUSE PEOPLE ARE PRONE TO COMPLAIN ABOUT THE CHURCH…
· As if they’re in a customer service line at Wal-Mart.
· People shop for which doctrines they want to submit to. 

CHURCH ATTENDERS…ACROSS AMERICA…
· Treat the House of God & the word of God like picky-consumers…
· Rather than born-again-believers.

AND TITUS HAD TO RE-TEACH…
· The full-counsel of God starting at the basic-level of daily life.   

~ STUDY ~

HERE’S WHAT OUR TEXT SAYS:
	- Read (Titus 2:1-8) NKJV

IDEAS TO TAKE NOTE OF: 

IDEA #1 – TEACH THE WORD (vv.1-8)

Titus was communicating historical truths held by the church…
· That are unchanging… regardless of the age or culture.
· (Their foundational truths!)

NOW… LET’S TAKE NOTE OF…
· How he lays out the truths to re-establish order in the churches.

1) Older men… (v.2)
· Are to model stable & consistent character.

HOW MANY MEN IN THE CHURCH…
· Have left their wife and kids…
· To go after wine / women / work / & hobbies!?!

LISTEN… GOD DOESN’T WANT THAT!
· He wants men filled with Holy Spirit character…
· So families will be intact and whole…
· And younger generations have a healthy role-model.

2) Older women… (v.3)
· Are to model behavior with a purpose…
· And not overreach into other people’s affairs.

HOW MANY WOMEN IN THE CHURCH…
· Have lacked purpose & become an annoyance in their kids adult life…
· As opposed to being supportive & relationally instructive!?!  

MOM’S YOU HAVE A LOT TO SAY…
· But if you lack Godly character…
· I guarantee you will lack credibility & access with your kids!

3) Young women… (v.4) were to be taught wisdom!

HEAR ME ON THIS…
· Those who married AND started families needed to learn…
· God’s blueprint for familial success.

A Few Lessons in Random Order:

i. It’s critical for mom’s to be with their babies
ii. It’s important for a wife to establish a healthy home
iii. It’s a wife who can empower her husband for the benefit of the family 
 
THESE LESSONS ARE NOT REPRESSIVE…
· Their traits that reflect the Christian faith… 
· And they have to be taught!!!

IF NOT…
· Then a secular mindset will prevail…
· And distort Christian truth!   

LISTEN LADIES…
· This does not mean you can’t have a career…
· Go to college and be a super-star. 

BUT IT DOES MEAN… (ladies)…
· IF… you choose to get married AND have children…
· There’s a higher order while those children are young!

· In other words… there’s a sacrifice to make for your babies.

NOW… TITUS HAD TO RE-TEACH THESE TRUTHS…
· Because the culture had created disorder within the church…
· Exactly what we’re experiencing again in the church today. 

IT’S SAID…
·  If you communicate a lie often enough AND loud enough…
· People will eventually believe & embrace the lie!

OK… LAST ONE…
4) Young men… (v.6) they also need to be taught wisdom.
· Titus & the older men were to be a role-models in the church…
· By demonstrating:
i. Good works
ii. Integrity
iii. Respect
iv. Purity
v. Sound speech

YOUNG MEN DON’T NEED…
· A Pastor that cusses & drinks beer with them!
· They need strong men that are willing to model character. 

YOUNG MEN…
· Need relational accountability to thrive…
· And someone who will tell them truth when they get it wrong.

OK…
· Let me close with a simple overview of the final verses.

IDEA #2 – ENCOURAGE RIGHT LIVING (vv.11-15)

LESSONS…

i. God’s grace teaches us how to live as Christians (vv.11-12)
ii. Our focus is looking for Jesus’ return (v.13)
iii. We work passionately while we wait for Him (v.14)

AND THE CHAPTER CLOSES…
· With encouragement for Titus (v.15) NLT

“You must teach these things and encourage the believers to do them. You have the authority to correct them when necessary, so don’t let anyone disregard what you say.”

A SOUND CHURCH…
· Starts with submission to sound doctrine from a Holy God.
· And it’s taught to imperfect people…
· Who will put them it into practice. 

~ LET’S PRAY ~
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