
Overview of Elijah Series 
 
Authorship:  Our study on Elijah covers content from 1 Kings chapter 17 to 2 Kings chapter 2.  
Both books were originally one literary work and share the same author.  Jewish tradition 
believes Jeremiah to be the author, yet there is not concrete evidence for this.  In truth, we do not 
know who the human author of Kings was but whoever they were, they were highly influenced 
by the book of Deuteronomy as many references and even some of the language in Kings reflects 
that. 
 
Date:  Exact dating of 1-2 Kings is not certain but is believed to have been written sometime 
after the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC.  They must have been completed sometime after 
561 BC, because the books final verses recount King Jehoiachin’s release from prison in that 
year.  What is certain, is that in its final form, 1-2 Kings was written sometime after Babylon 
conquered Judah and exiled most of its population. 
 
Genre and Audience:  The genre of 1-2 Kings is Narrative with the specific characteristics of 
prophetic oracle, rhythm/formula, and use of dark humor.  1-2 Kings was written to the Jews 
who were living in exile at the time, in part to demonstrate that their exile was God’s judgment 
on their persistent idolatry. The book details the history of the kings of Judah and 
Israel, addresses both the unfaithfulness of the Kings and the people of those times, as well as 
showing God’s heart, intention, and prospect through the prophets. 
 
Placing 1-2 Kings in the Larger Story:   “As the era of 1–2 Kings begins, God has delivered 
his people from Egypt, given them his law, and led them into the land he had promised to them. 
They have seen their need for a leader, and God has raised up David (over Saul) as their king. 
The books of 1–2 Kings narrate the history of God’s people during the period of the monarchy, 
picking up after 1–2 Samuel, which ended at the conclusion of David’s reign. With its emphasis 
on the sin and idolatry of God’s people and its concluding reference to the continuation of the 
Davidic line (2 Kings 25:27–30), the story of 1–2 Kings shows the need for Jesus Christ, the 
promised Davidic ruler who would usher in God’s kingdom and lead God’s people in 
righteousness.”  (Gavin Ortland, Knowing the Bible:  1-2 Kings) 
 
Purpose and Background:  For our study on Elijah, we will be focusing not only on Elijah’s 
life and ministry but also on the recurring theme of “The word of the LORD”.  This was a dark 
and declining time in the history of God’s people, marked by bad leadership, widespread 
idolatry, and severe crises.  But in such a time, God was not silent or passive- rather he was 
working through his word with power for his name and for his people.  Something we want to be 
looking for in this series is not only what is Elijah doing, but what is “the word of the LORD” 
doing?  We believe that as we go through this summer series we will be strengthened by what 
“the word of the LORD” accomplished in the dark days of Elijah, in a way that will give us faith 
for what “the word of the LORD" can do in the dark days in which we live. 
 
Series Structure: 

• 1 Kings 17:1-7 
• 1 Kings 17:8-24 
• 1 Kings 18 
• 1 Kings 19:1-8 

• 1 Kings 19:9-21 
• 1 Kings 20-21 
• 2 Kings 1 
• 2 Kings 2


