
Overview of Malachi 
Authorship:  Malachi, though the identity of the author is a bit unclear.  Some scholars dispute that this 
was simply an anonymous prophet as “Malachi” literally means “My Messenger”.  So this could be the 
prophet’s given name or it’s a title identifying the unnamed prophet of the Lord’s “messenger.”  Many of 
the themes in this book reflect situations Nehemiah encountered in his time as governor rebuilding the 
walls of Jerusalem, so it is possible he was a prophet who assisted Nehemiah with instituting reforms for 
Judah.  Interestingly, almost the entire message of this book comes directly from God’s lips, so in the 
author’s words, if not his name, he truly was a malachi.   
 
Time:  475-450 BC (approximately) This makes Malachi the last prophet to preach before the coming of 
Christ, some 400 years later. 
 
Audience:  Nation of Judah after nearly 100 years since their return from Babylonian exile. 
 
Purpose and Background:  The book of Malachi was written to the people of Judah who returned from 
Babylonian captivity.  At this time the temple had been rebuilt, thanks to the faithful preaching of Haggai 
and Zechariah. Worship at the temple had recommenced thanks to Ezra’s teaching and the walls of 
Jerusalem had been rebuilt due to Nehemiah’s effective leadership.  While the Jewish nation’s (although 
still divided between the nation of Israel and Judah) circumstances began to look good again, they still 
had unmet expectations and true worship of God had not been restored.  In the midst of this moment in 
history God inspired Malachi to be written in a way to gain the people’s trust again and to prepare them 
for the coming of Jesus. 
 
This book serves to expose the holiness of God, by contrasting it with the seemingly oblivious unholiness 
of His covenant people.  It confronts the ungodly Israelites through a series of six disputations (or 
disputes God has with His people).  However, God’s confrontation isn’t meant to just expose His people’s 
waywardness, but to warn them to repent and prepare for the promised Savior.  Not only does Malachi 
serve to prepare the nation of Judah for a period of silence of 400 long years, it served to provide them 
with anticipation as they waited for the Lord and for His Divine Messenger to refine the people and 
restore the kingdom of Israel as the kingdom of God. 
 
Malachi not only anticipates the coming of Jesus Christ (see 3:1-4 and 4:5-6), but his ministry had much 
in common with that of Jesus.  Both Jesus and Malachi spoke forcefully about the need to know and obey 
God’s Word, while also pointing to the hope we have in God’s grace to ultimately deliver and save His 
people from their sin.   
 
Main Idea:  Malachi expresses the terrible costs of forgetting the love of God, which He revealed in His 
sovereign election of a sinful people, and pursuing a life of selfishness and refusing to trust in and live for 
Him.  This book is as relevant today for us, as we are prone to forget God’s incredible love for us through 
the gospel.  The roots of disappointment and selfishness run deep and like the people during the time of 
Malachi we can drift away from a life that lives for God because of the amazing love we’ve received 
through Jesus, to a life characterized by me, me, me.  However, God graciously cares for His people and 
uses all His resources to bring His people back to Him and who live for Him as His church. 
 
Book Structure: 

• Dispute #1:  1:2-5 
• Dispute #2:  1:6-2:9 
• Dispute #3:  2:10-16 

• Dispute #4:  2:17-3:5 
• Dispute #5:  3:6-12 
• Dispute #6:  3:13-4:3 

• Summary:  4:4-6
 


