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Greetings to you Grace Church! I am so thankful and blessed to serve as your pas-

tor. I lift you in my prayers and praise God for you. There is so much to be excited 

about in this season. We look to the end of Lent and the beginning of the Easter 

season. I am pleased to announce that we are celebrating my ordination in the 

church, and I will receive full ordination as an Elder in the United Methodist 

Church. You may ask what this means and what impact it might have? As for what 

effect it has on Grace Church, very little. We will continue our direction and work 

to be salt, light, and that shining city on a hill that Christ calls us to be in his great 

Sermon On the Mount in Matthew 5. As for me, a great deal. In the book of Num-

bers, God calls Moses to lay hands on and consecrate Aaron and the Levites to be 

set apart for work in service to God on behalf of the people of Israel. In Acts, the 

disciples lay hands-on and set aside those who will continue to walk with them in 

service to preaching and teaching the church's leaders. It is a Holy Spirited affirma-

tion and confirmation of my vocation to give my life in favor of leading and equip-

ping the bride the church in service to building God's kingdom here on earth.  I 

now have received authority to take all that I have in belief and practice to all the 

world and live out John Wesley's ideal of "all the world is my parish" I serve God 

here in Grace Church and the community of Hanover and the world. I will be able 

to celebrate the Sacraments of Communion and Baptism  where ever my  feet are 

standing. I have been working out God's calling on my life since 2012 toward this end with much prayer and discern-

ment. God has made the way and removed the barriers. Grace has definitely abounded and gone before me (there are 

too many examples to produce now). I have had many voices of support and many voices of criticism in my ears of 

years.  There have been many opportunities to turn back or turn to the side away from where I know God is calling 

me. With each, I needed prayerful support and discernment. I needed to separate my bias of where I wanted God to 

call me over where God was calling me. Hard conversations and even more difficult decisions clarified that call more 

and more. With each question, I had to become humble and ask myself, "what is the faithful and obedient action?" 

over the "what would I rather do?" Nehemiah 6 details a defining moment in Nehemiah's work in rebuilding the wall 

that would become the bedrock of the restoration work of Israel. Sanballat is working with other enemies of Israel and 

Nehemiah to undermine the great work that God has called Nehemiah to. He spreads lies, makes false accusations, 

and even writes letters to Babylon trying to get Nehemiah to stop. Nehemiah, though, knows the calling he left his 

comfortable palace. Nehemiah understands the discontentment in his heart over the situation of his people and the 

light of their city.  

Continued on page 3 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
1-There is one God. 
 
2-God is one person. 
 
4-There are three persons in the Godhead. 
 
5-The three persons in the Godhead have always related to one 
    another as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
6-Each of the three persons of the Godhead is one-third of God. 
 
7-The Father is fully God. 
 
8-The Father has the whole fullness of God’s being in himself. 
 
9-The Father is eternal. 
 
10-The Father is not the Son. 
 
11-The Father is the Holy Spirit. 
 
12-The Son is half human and half divine. 
 
13-In his humanity, the Son is subordinate to the Father. 
 
14-The Son has the whole fullness of God’s being in himself. 
 
15-The Son came into being at the time of his incarnation. 
 
16-The Son was brought into being in eternity past. 
 
17-The Son is eternal. 
 
18-The Son is not the Father. 
 
19-The Son is the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
20-The Holy Spirit is fully God. 
 
21-The Holy Spirit has the whole fullness of God’s being in  
     himself. 
  
22-The Holy Spirit is a force. 
 
23-The Holy Spirit is not the Father. 
 
24-The Holy Spirit is not the Son. 
 
25-In their nature, the Son and the Holy Spirit are co-equal and  
     co-eternal with the Father. 
 
26-The Son and the Spirit are subordinate to the Father in their       
     essence or nature. 
 
27-God exists as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in different eras or 
     for different purposes, but never at the same time 
 
28-The persons of the Trinity have distinct roles. 
 
29-"Father," "Son" and "Holy Spirit" are three different names  
      for the one person of God as he displays his work in three  
      distinct roles. 
 
30-A right understanding of the Trinity is vital to right worship 
of 
     God. 
 
31-A right understanding of the Trinity is vital to a right  
     understanding of redemption. 
 
32-Any analogy used to explain the Trinity will fail to represent 
     it with complete accuracy. 
 
33-We cannot confidently derive the doctrine of the Trinity from  
      the Biblical text. 
 
 
 
 
Aiding sources and recommendations: 

1-Delighting In The Trinity – Michael Reeves (2012) 

2-challies.com (Tim Challies) 

 

 

Defenders of the Faith 

“Thirty-Three on the Three-in-One” 

How well do you know the doctrine of the Trinity?  

Here are 33 statements related to the Trinity. Simply answer true or false to each one.  

The correct answers will be posted next month. 
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March Defenders of the 

Faith Answers 
 

“It’s All In A [Biblical] Name” Answers:   

 

Jared – Genesis 5:15  

Japheth – Genesis 5:32  

Nimrod – Genesis 10:8  

Rebekah – Genesis 24:15  

Rachel – Genesis 29:6  

Dinah – Genesis 34:1  

Tamar – Genesis 38:6  

Miriam – Exodus 15:20  

Balaam – Numbers 22:5  

Deborah – Judges 4:4  

Jephthah – Judges 11:1  

Micah – Judges 17:1  

Ichabod – 1 Samuel 4:21  

Abigail – 1 Samuel 25:3  

Jedidiah – 2 Samuel 12:25  

     (God’s second name to Solomon)  

Dodo - 2 Samuel 23:24,  

     1 Chronicles 11:26  

Ben-Hur – 1 Kings 4:8  

Naaman 2 Kings 5:1-27  

Vashti - Esther 1:9  

Dorcas – Acts 9:36  

Rhoda – Acts 12:13  

Lydia – Acts 16:14  

Publius – Acts 27:7  

 

Jemimah – Job 42:14   (? with respect to time)  

 

Letter from the pastor cont. 

He has a clear calling, and all that he does is toward living 

in obedience to that call. His vocation was before him, and 

he needed to either come down from the work, be distract-

ed by the doubters and negative attitudes, walk away, or 

remain and do the job. This journey has many echoes in my 

life from friends and family and ministry situations within 

the church. Ultimately God has laid blessings for my minis-

try. I am not saying there have not been heartaches, hurt 

feelings, or even wrong decisions, but the light has always 

pierced the darkness. My calling is toward the spiritual revi-

talization of the church and our church at Grace. Everything 

we are working toward at Grace Church is to feed the flame 

of revival. I believe God has placed us together for a "Time 

such as this" to pull from Esther, and we are to be in a posi-

tion to receive the incredible outpouring God is doing. 

What evidence of this is there, do you ask? We are poised 

to receive twenty members to our congregation this year 

and celebrate five baptisms, and ten of these new mem-

bers are new professions of faith. Our community has been 

through so much over the past two years. We have been 

through so much together, and your faithfulness and trust 

in me and our Administrative Council has been unwavering. 

We have a vision of faithfulness to build a community that 

knows who Jesus is and lives it out to impact our communi-

ty of Hanover, coworkers, friends, and family, strangers- to 

any we encounter. We are a discipling community disci-

pling the world around us. We have seen the fruit that con-

firms our vocation as a faith community. John Wesley has 

been attributed to saying, "set yourself on fire, and people 

will come for miles to watch you burn" We are becoming 

the fire of God's presence, working hard in our community 

for the work of Jesus Christ. I hope and pray we are con-

firmed in our effective ministry together; we cling to the 

vocation. We will not come down from the great work we 

have been called to together. Let's build the kingdom! 

Amen! 

 

 

                                                    Pastor Todd 
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04-03 Melia Garrett 

 Kathleen Jones 

04-09 Ed Davis 

04-10 Denise Warner 

04-16 Kayla Dehoff 

04-22 Ray Johns 

04-24 Anna Mae Terry  

 Neil Myers 

04-25 Brian Link 

04-29 John Nickey 

Update on the status of the United 
Methodist Church General Conference 

and Global Methodist Church  
Many of you know to some degree the state of the UMC as it relates to 
different views which include the Gospel message (including the soul-saving 
good news of the atonement of Jesus, that is Jesus Christ dying as a substi-
tute for sinners) over the last 50 years that have ultimately brought the de-
nomination to a crossroads of separation which is now upon us. The next 
step to that end was to be addressed and implemented at the UMC General 
Conference later this year; however, General Conference will now not be 
held until 2024.  The reasoning is in the article linked here:  

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/general-conference-postponed-until-
2024    

This decision has caused The Global Methodist Church to be officially 
launched on May 1st of this year. You can read more about why this decision 
was made here: https://globalmethodist.org/global-methodist-church-sets-
official-launch-date/. 

There are still a lot of unknowns out there and information that will continue to arise over the weeks and 
months ahead.  The next significant event to gather more data and direction for Grace church will be at our 
annual conference which will be held at Hershey Lodge, Hershey, Pa Wednesday, June 1 through Friday, 
June 3, 2022.  We want to keep you informed of all this as best as we can.  These events will certainly have 
an impact on Grace Church as we focus on the near future.  Please contact Pastor Todd or Brian Jenkins 
with comments or questions.  Thank you.  
 

Update on UMC General Conference  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:cff47ff2-b386-3203-885c-11db2935afa8   
Global Methodist Church Overview & Quick Facts  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:5f27a527-efc4-3463-b998-be1e03c738b0  
Top 10 Reasons to Join the GMC  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:5755c0f9-ffd6-332f-80cc-5494d112fb71  

Please stop by the hospitality desk for printed copies of the literature.   

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/general-conference-postponed-until-2024
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/general-conference-postponed-until-2024
https://globalmethodist.org/global-methodist-church-sets-official-launch-date/
https://globalmethodist.org/global-methodist-church-sets-official-launch-date/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:cff47ff2-b386-3203-885c-11db2935afa8
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:5f27a527-efc4-3463-b998-be1e03c738b0
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:5755c0f9-ffd6-332f-80cc-5494d112fb71
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CONNECTING WITH COUNCIL 
Chair: Linda Mixter 

Members: Denny Blum, Ron Carter, Pastor Todd Christine, Karen Coons, Ed Davis, Duane Myers, Amanda Myers, 

Amber Quance , Brian Jenkins 

March Highlights 
 

• Flooring bids are being gathered for the Preschool area in the basement of the Church. The new floor 
will be laid in July. 

 
• A Spring Rummage Sale, which will be a Path Youth Charity Fundraiser/Service Project, was approved 

by Council. This event will be run by the Youth and will be held at the end of April.  
 

• A Praise Team fundraiser to sell R & K Sandwiches was approved. 
 

• Council approved having the church property surveyed.  
 
• Council approved the Event Committee’s request to hold an Event on August 20th entitled Feeding the 

Flame pending a budget. 
 
• Council approved Pastor Todd’s request for a Couples Retreat to be held May 13th & 14th at the 

Church.  
 
• Council approved The Glory Way Quartet concert event at the church using $300 from the event budg-

et. Concert date TBD 

Cultivate News 
 

We had a nice fellowship time at our Lenten Suppers. Thanks to everyone that provided part of our meals. 
Discussion following our music time was also very meaningful! We will look at the ordinary things in our 
lives differently now.  
 
The upcoming Cultivate schedule will be as follows.  
April 6th-   No Cultivate 
April 13th- No Cultivate (Holy Week) 
April 20th- No Cultivate 
April 27th- Cultivate at 6:30 
 
 
Come join us on April 27th. We will kick off our new sessions of Cultivate by having Deb Kellenbenz share 
her testimony with us that evening. These have been very moving experiences and a way for us to get to 
know each other better. We hope to see you there!  
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Vacation Bible School :  Jerusalem Marketplace  

Save the Date : July 18-22 
If you would like to volunteer, please join our next planning 
meeting on May 2 @ 7pm in the Shepherd Room. 

 

Parents' Night Out was a huge success!  The kids - and volun-
teers - had a blast making bouncy balls, play dough, elephant 
toothpaste and their very own ice cream!  We will host an-
other Parents' Night Out next quarter!  Details coming soon! 

 

Children's Choir will perform 'The Little Donkey's Easter Jour-
ney' - a children's cantata - on Sunday, April 24th at the 11am 
worship service. 

Parent’s Night Out 
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Upcoming 

Events 

At Grace 
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Eph.4:1. I therefore , the prisoner in the 

Lord beg you to lead a life worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called. 



Connecting 

With Our 

Community 
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Hope for Hanover 

The Hope for Hanover Leadership Network was estab-
lished in 2021. This is a group of Hanover leaders from 
all areas of life in the community who vision to bring 
hope to the people in the Hanover community that we 
share. The flyers on page 6 and 7 of this newsletter are 
some of the organizations who are partnering with 
Hope for Hanover.  Meetings are held on the third Mon-
day of every month at 1:00 pm in the fellowship hall at 
First United Methodist Church. 

 

 

We are about “promoting mutually respectful and cooperative 
work and conversation among local churches, agencies and organi-
zations, schools, and businesses for the sake of offering hope to the 
community that we share.” 
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May 12, 2022 – May 15, 2022 

Men’s Walk #42 

Lay Director – Brandon Mitchem 

Spiritual Director – Rev Ralph 

Hibbs 

Location: Wesley Forest  

_______________________________________ 

The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal 

program intended to strengthen the local 

church through the development of Christian 

disciples and leaders. The program's approach 

seriously considers the model of Christ's serv-

anthood and encourages Christ's disciples to 

act in ways appropriate to being "a servant of 

all." 

The Walk to Emmaus experience begins with 

a 72-hour short course in Christianity, com-

prised of fifteen talks by lay and clergy on the 

themes of God's grace, disciplines of Christian 

discipleship, and what it means to be the 

church. The course is wrapped in prayer and 

meditation, special times of worship and daily 

celebration of Holy Communion. The 

"Emmaus community," made up of those who 

have attended an Emmaus weekend, support 

the 72-hour experience with a prayer vigil, by 

preparing and serving meals, and other acts 

of love and self-giving. The Emmaus Walk typ-

ically begins Thursday evening and concludes 

Sunday evening. Men and women attend sep-

arate weekends. 

May 19, 2022 – May 22, 2022 

Women’s Walk #55 

Lay Director – Mary Forshey 

Spiritual Director – Rev Bill McNeal 

Location: Wesley Forest 

__________________________ 

During and after the three days, Emmaus leaders en-

courage participants to meet regularly in small groups. 

The members of the small groups challenge and sup-

port one another in faithful living. Participants seek to 

Christianize their environments of family, job, and 

community through the ministry of their congrega-

tions. The three-day Emmaus experience and follow-

up groups strengthen and renew Christian people as 

disciples of Jesus Christ and as active members of the 

body of Christ in mission to the world. 

 

If you would like to experience this life-changing, Christ

-centered retreat, please let your Pastor know. Fill out 

the “Walk to Emmaus” application form and give it to 

your Pastor, he or she will submit it to the Keystone 

Walk to Emmaus group. One of the Board Members or 

one of the team members will contact you. Thank-you 

for prayerfully considering attending.  

 

Please contact the church office for an application or stop 

by the hospitality desk. 


