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To the beloved of God: 

 Grace and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit be with you. Isaiah 43:19 says 

“behold I am doing a new thing, now it springs forth do you not see it! The prophet Isaiah is 

writing this beautiful message from God to the people of Israel. It is the message of hope and 

vitality that in the midst of circumstance there is a new future, a new story—and a great prom-

ise. While this text speaks to the present circumstance of a people in the midst of God’s wrath 

and exile God is telling them He will not abandon or forsake them and God will make a way, a 

new way. Ultimately that way is in the Advent of Jesus Christ, come down from heaven to be 

God with us. In Christ, we throw off the shackles of the old life bent on sin and rebellion and 

receive new life in Christ with renewed hearts and minds. As Jesus tells Nicodemus, we are born 

of the Spirit. We leave behind what was familiar and embrace the new. I am so thankful for “the 

new” in my life. 

                I am officially reappointed to Grace Church for another year. I can’t tell you how happy 

this makes me and my family. We came together just two years ago in the middle of the Covid 

season. We had so much anxiety and more questions than answers. Moving to this beloved 

community has been such a change from anything I had known before. I love each of you and 

am so thankful for you. We celebrated together the culmination of work that I began ten years  

ago. A life responding to God’s call to Ordained Ministry. For the past ten years, my family and church has supported me through this 

journey. You faithfully supported me in the final steps of this journey and I am so thankful. As an elder in the church, I renewed my vows 

to serve Christ’s bride the church through Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service. It is a fourfold calling to a cross-shaped life and be fully 

devoted to living out all Christian disciplines and holiness each and every day. John Wesley the founder of the Methodist Movement that 

became our church said that each Methodist should live by three simple rules in order to remain obedient in holiness of heart and life. Do 

no harm. In everything we look to how our actions impact the community around us and the relationships we hold. Do good. Not only are 

we to refrain from harm but we work intentionally to uplift the Godly principles of our faith so that others may experience God’s grace 

through our hands and feet. Finally, stay in love with God. This intimate relationship is a call to do the faithful things of discipline whether 

at home, work, or play that we may always continue to grow toward God in our lives. It is my hope and prayer that each of you considers 

these tenants and put them to practice each and every day. 

                One of the things I would like to request of you as we embrace a new year with new goals is your prayers for our church leader-

ship and for me as we discern the direction God desires for our church in its ministry voice and missional work. Also, for a new undertak-

ing as we are working diligently to have a new digital sign installed along Grandview Rd. This work has already begun. Perhaps you will 

notice marker pins in and along the road with orange ties. We just completed our survey. The Council has chosen a sign design and now 

we have all the information we need to apply for the building permit. Please pray for a smooth acceptance of our proposal. We believe a 

sign announcing our presence along Grandview Rd is necessary. Leadership has been intentional about communication and inquiring of 

folks around the Hanover Area and even our neighbors down the road and we are not well known. Our goal is to change that. I am excited 

to be with you on this new endeavor as we walk hand in hand into God’s preferred future for our congregation. 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Our Heavenly Father wants His children to bring their requests 

to Him.  Though God wants his children to bring their requests 

to Him, supplication or petition prayers are often where we end 

up spending the majority of our time in prayer.  What we need 

to be careful of is to not get disillusioned by praying many 

times for something or for someone, and it does not materialize 

or turn out the way we wanted it.  We need to remember that 

half of all prayer can be getting our will out of the way!  “Your 

kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heav-

en” (Matthew 6:10).  The focus here is on God’s eternal will.  

We should not approach prayer as if God is our servant or a 

glorified vending machine to expect what we want or know the 

best response.  This is surely one way to experience disillu-

sionment in our prayers.  Augustine (‘aw-GUS-tin’) wrote, in 

short, that you should not begin to pray for all you want until 

you realize that in God you have all you need.  

God does respond to the prayers of His people.  In Exodus 32, 
God is getting ready to destroy His people due to them wor-
shipping a golden calf.  Moses intercedes on behalf of the peo-
ple and God relented from destroying them.  In 1 Samuel 1, 
Hanna, who was barren, prayed over and over that God would 
bless her with a son, and He did.  In 2 Kings chapter 20 Heze-
kiah prays for longer life and as a result, God extended his life 
for 15 years.  When Peter was in prison in Acts 12, it wasn’t 
Peter praying for himself, but the church was praying for Peter.  
God responded to their prayers and freed Peter from prison.  
Paul mentions prayer 41 times.  In Colossians 4:2, he says to 
“devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”  God 
shows us many times in scripture that He does respond to pray-
ers for ourselves and others.  In fact, there are roughly 450 rec-
orded answers to prayer in the Bible.  We pray because we know 
it works.  James 5:16 states that the prayer of a righteous man 
is powerful and effective.  There is power in prayer. 
Prayer also humbles us before our creator and molds our char-

acter.  It teaches us God-dependency when we pray.  James 

4:10 says, “Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will 

exalt you.”  When we come to the Lord in humility, He honors 

our prayers and teaches us to fully depend on Him.  

If God is sovereign, why should I pray?  When we pray to God, 

we adore Him and declare the beauty of His name and attrib-

utes.  We’re praising Him for who He is and all that He has 

done and promised.  Is there any reason why we would adore 

Him less knowing that he is sovereign?  Knowing He is sover-

eign, would that reduce our confessions and thanksgivings we 

bring to Him?  Actually, the opposite!  It will incite further 

praise.  We give thanks to God especially knowing that He is 

sovereign, and all things are happening according to the perfect 

counsel of His will.  We have a broader view of prayer than 

only asking Him for things. 

During an interview with Greta Van Susteren, Billy Graham (at 

92 years old) was asked if he had the opportunity to live his life 

over again, what were some things he would do differently.  He 

answered, “I would study more. I would pray more, travel less, 

take less speaking engagements. I took too many of them in too 

many places around the world,” he said. “If I had it to do over 

again, I’d spend more time in meditation and prayer and just tell-

ing the Lord how much I love Him and adore Him and [am] look-

ing forward [to] the time we’re going to spend together for eterni-

ty.” 

Prayer is a spiritual gift, privilege, weapon and discipline that 

helps us, as followers of Jesus Christ, to practice the intentional 

and relational presence of God.  Prayer brings us to the place 

where we come directly before a holy and loving God. It keeps us 

humble and dependent upon His eternal wisdom.  Prayer is the 

place where we worship and have our hopes lifted. It is a time to 

intercede for others. When we come to the Lord in prayer it is 

about aligning our will with God's will, adopting humility, and 

claiming our dependence upon God.  Prayer is the exercise of 

trust and hope, and it is the time where our Lord gives us the 

privilege communicating to the heart of the Father, through our 

relationship with the Son of God, in the power of the Holy Spirit 

that He has given us. 

 

Prayer is not just for us.  It’s for our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

and unbelievers.  People are falling prey to all kinds of things. 

Not only are there false teachings outside the church, but inside 

the church creeping around encroaching the altar of God. As we 

witness to others, where the ‘Me-centric’ culture encourages us to 

deny God and ‘you do you’ or find ‘your truth’ from a smorgas-

bord of counterfeit worldviews and picking sections of each like 

a buffet to form our own, we need to be interceding in prayer for 

others for the Holy Spirit to supply them of their needs and work 

on their hearts and minds to know and embrace THE truth ac-

cording to our Father’s will. 

 

We all need to be praying consistently. That is what brings us to 

the throne room of God. Are you faithful in prayer?  Can any of 

us do too much praying?  Can any of us say we take ample time 

to pray?  Who needs a better answer for prayer other than it is 

pleasing to God and He commands us to do so? 

THIS is the case for Biblical prayer.  Thank you, Lord for prayer!  

Aiding source and recommendation:  seanmcdowell.org (Sean 

McDowell) 

Defenders of the Faith 

“The Case For Biblical Prayer  

(Part 3 of 3)”  
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August 
08-01 Dana Capece 

08-02 Caralee O’Brien 

08-03 Ashley Parker 

 Dixie Schaefer 

 Jim Ward 

08-05 Jason Reck 

08-06 Brad Butt 

08-08 Maureen Downey 

08-09 Riley Abel 

 Alex Pecher 

08-12 Rex Daniel 

 June Kline 

 Erik Zaleskiewicz 

08-14 Jessica Abel 

08-15 Mary Dehoff 

 Pamela Reed 

08-18 Chad Cruys 

 Eric Leonard 

08-17   Todd Christine 

08-19 Crystal Miller  

08-20 Janice Garrett 

08-21 Vallie Hinkle 

08-23 Christine Forrest 

 Beverly Hoffman 

 Tom Howard 

08-24 Brian Jenkins 

08-25 Vance Adkins 

 Lance Reed 

08-27 Kim Miller 

July 
07-02 Pam Berwager 

07-03 Robert Forrest 

07-08 Lester Bankert 

 Stanley Fidler 

 Sara Miller 

07-10 Ben Hollinger 

 Nash Miller 

07-13 Lisa Yingling 

07-14 Mary Crumling 

07-16 Shirley Cruys 

 Kyle Little 

07-17 Lovelle Lovell 

 Bill Mixter 

07-19 Mary Catlin 

 Thomas Newcome 

07-22 Terry Hollinger 

 Kelly Parker 

07-24 Jean Fidler 

07-26 Kristy Loper 

07-28 Samantha Bankert 

 Virginia Kirk 

07-29 Barry Pecher 

 Autumn Christine 

07-30 Troy Misner 

 

 

Women of Grace News 

 

Sunday, July 31st at noon, we 
will continue our Beth Moore 
study Session 4, The Fruit.  Re-
member all are welcome to join 
us for lunch and DVD.  For extra 
fun...bring a bag lunch to "trade" 
with another (sandwich, salad, 
etc. It is your choice).  Beverages 
provided. 
 
Women of Grace Retreat will be 
held September 9 to 11 at the Mt. 
Asbury Lodge in Newville, PA.  
You are invited to join us for a 
powerful weekend. Our study will 
be Messy People, Life Lessons 
from Imperfect Biblical Heroes.  
“In the hands of God, our messes 
can become His masterpieces.” 
 
Registration brochures are availa-
ble at the welcome desk or con-
tact Sheila Carter, 
scarter@mygracechurch.org. 



CONNECTING WITH COUNCIL 
Chair: Linda Mixter 

Members: Denny Blum, Ron Carter, Pastor Todd Christine, Karen Coons, Ed Davis, Duane Myers, Amanda Myers, 

Amber Myers, Brian Jenkins 

•The Baby Grand Piano, donated by Amanda and Andy Myers was delivered Thursday, 
June 23, 2022. 

•VBS is scheduled for July 18 - 22nd. 32 children registered. 

•Council has approved a sign design for the new church sign. 

• Events Committee: Feeding the Flame: has been post-poned due to township re-
strictions and concerns. 

•One scholarship has been approved by the Council. It will be awarded in July. 

•Council approved a bid by Bealing Roofing to do  gutter repair. $1,304.00 taken from 
Church Maintenance budget.  

•Council approved a contract by Donald B. Smith to repair the Church Steeple. $6,600.00 
from Church Maintenance 

•Council approved a contract submitted by Ohl Tyme Renovation's to replace the floor-
ing in the Preschool area. $17,493.00 plus an additional $2,382.00 for the kitchen, if 
needed. Taken from Capital Expense. 

•Facilities will be painting the uneven walkway and curb in front of the Preschool en-
trance Yellow for better visibility. Yellow paint will also be applied at the front entrance 
to the Church. 

•Council also approved $319.99 from non-budgeted income for 8 Midland FRS Business 
Radio bundle for Meredith, Kelly, Michelle and Duane to carry on Sundays. 
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This summer the Children of Grace will be serving our community by volunteering with PAL on July 1, 30 and 
Aug 12th.  Please contact Meredith at 917-664-7222 if you would like your children to volunteer. 

Vacation Bible School is right around the corner!   

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Meredith at 917-664-7222.   

If you would like to donate to VBS, check out the Sign Up Genius here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/805094AAFAF2EA5F94-vbsdonations 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094AAFAF2EA5F94-vbsdonations
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094AAFAF2EA5F94-vbsdonations

