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To the faithful of Grace Church: A Global Methodist Community, 
My co-laborers in the work of advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the life of the world—
from whom is the source of all our hope, promise, joy, and security—
The grace and peace of the Lord our God be with you. 
“Megaphone Man” was a consistent character on campus at Penn State. As students crossed 
the quad at midday, you could hear the crackle of his megaphone, followed by an amplified 
voice proclaiming the evil of sin and the need to repent and believe the Gospel. I must admit, 
he often received harsh treatment. In my youth, I too did not respond to his efforts kindly. But 
looking back, I must say—at least he was trying. 
In the life of a practicing Christian, we come to worship and hear the proclamation of the Good 
News of Jesus Christ, and then we go about the rest of our week renewed. Many assume that 
this, in itself, is evangelism. The preacher proclaims the message laid on his or her heart by the 
Holy Spirit, and the task is considered complete. 
Yet Scripture tells us more is expected. 
After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples and gave them a command: 
“Go into the whole world and proclaim the Good News to every creature. Whoever believes and 
is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”
(Mark 16:15–16, CEB) 
Christians have the best news ever told!
There is freedom from slavery to sin and moral decay.
There is a right way to live that blesses God and blesses others.
There is hope in suffering and affliction.
There is a promise that injustice will not have the last word.
And there is eternal life through belief in Jesus Christ. 
If we cling to the idea that evangelism only happens within the sanctuary, how many—who so 
desperately need to hear the message of Jesus—will never hear it? 
Paul wrote in Romans 10:14–16: 
“So how can they call on someone they don’t have faith in? And how can they have faith in 
someone they haven’t heard of? And how can they hear without a preacher? And how can they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who announce the 
good news.’” 
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In 1739, after numerous invitations from George Whitefield, John Wesley finally agreed to 
preach outside church walls. On April 2, he wrote in his journal: 
“I submitted to be more vile, and proclaimed in the highways the glad tidings of salvation.” 
It was a radical and unorthodox departure from church norms, where preaching had been 
confined to pulpits within church buildings. But the Methodists saw a great opportunity in 
their time—to go out to those who would never enter a church. Wesley and his fellow 
preachers went to miners, laborers, the poor, and the imprisoned to proclaim the Gospel and 
call for a response. 
Field preaching became the heartbeat of early Methodism.
It energized class meetings, Methodist societies, and the entire discipleship system. It modeled 
the incarnational ministry of Christ—God meeting people where they were. Field preaching 
launched a spiritual revolution. 
But this call was not limited to clergy. 
The Church—all believers—is called to share the Good News at gas stations, grocery stores, 
on front porches, in break rooms, on social media, and even on public transit. As Wesley boldly 
proclaimed, “The world is our parish.” We are called to go into the world with the Gospel. 
Why? Because the world needs Jesus. 
Now, the world may not always receive it the way we hope. But we should not expect to be 
treated differently from Jesus or His disciples. Jesus said: 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” (Matthew 5:10) 
He didn’t say, “If people speak against you, stay silent,” or “If it makes someone uncomfortable, 
don’t bother.” No—Jesus expected pushback, because the world needs to hear, and people 
must either accept or reject the message. But all must hear. 
So where are the “field preaching” opportunities for us today? 
Jesus, His disciples, and the early Methodists broke with tradition to reach the unchurched. 
Where can we evangelize today? In schools, at community events, on social media, and in 
any open space—these are the fields of our time and our context. 
Megaphone Man, flawed as he may have been, was doing the faithful work. He found a space 
to meet people in need—out in the field. 
Let us do the same. Let us find the field opportunities God has given us.
And may we, like Wesley, have the courage to submit to being “more vile,” for the sake of the 
Gospel. 

Blessings In Christ, 

Rev. Todd Christine 
Grace Church of Hanover| Senior Pastor 
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Eastertide has come to a close with the festival of Pentecost, and we have come to a close of this series of 
Theology Matters, as we look at the final article in the Apostles’ Creed.  I hope that you have enjoyed learning 
about the creed.  I hope that as you recite it in the future, you will be able to have a better understanding of 
what we say.   
One other fun fact. . . Did you know that our current hymnal, Our Great Redeemer’s Praise, is organized based 
on the Apostles’ Creed?  There is also a section in the back which has hymns that were written specifically for 
worship centered on the creed.  Your hymnal is a wonderful resource for your faith, and I encourage everyone 
to pick it up from time to time and thumb through it, especially if you normally sing from the screen or attend 
9am worship.  It is full of prayers, songs, readings, and scriptures that can encourage you in your faith. 
Article 12: “I believe in . . . the life everlasting, Amen.” 
Do you have an eternal perspective?  Do you consider that things that you do now will not simply reverberate 
for some finite amount of time, but that they will go on forever?  If you understand that to be the case, then 
how does it affect your life now? 
Jesus covers this concept in his teaching on the separation of the sheep from the goats in Matthew 25, as well 
as in his parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16.  But wait, aren’t I saved by faith in Christ, and not 
by what I do?  Yes.  You are, but the life you live should reflect the Lord you serve.  In this way, your deeds 
will reverberate beyond this temporal life.  James says, “faith without deeds is dead,” and these deeds, though 
they are not what saves you, they are the evidence that your faith in Christ is genuine and true. 
Why else is an eternal perspective needed?  Sometimes our lives become so cluttered with difficulty and 
darkness, we get extremely discouraged and lose our focus.  This is where Satan would love to keep believers, 
because if he can keep them there, they are no longer useful in the Kingdom.  To say, “I believe in everlasting 
life,” helps us to remember that the current troubles and difficulties of this moment do not have to shackle us 
back to the darkness where evil would love to have us.  In these times, Jesus’ words are particularly helpful, “I 
have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.” 
This is the power of the good news of Jesus Christ!  Eternal life is the ultimate outcome of our salvation, and 
the best news is that your eternal life begins the moment you trust Christ for salvation.  In freedom, you can 
look forward confident that Jesus holds your life, and as Paul writes in Romans, “If we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.”  So, look ahead 
with confidence, knowing that Jesus is your strength and portion, and your life is kept with him as you trust 
him more and more every day. 
It is my hope and prayer that all of us know Christ, and day by day, we are learning to take his promises as 
guarantees.  You have everlasting, never ending, eternal life in Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah! 

Love to you all in Christ, 

-Rev. Matt 
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