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Greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, 

 When considering what I was going to share this month in our newsletter I have been focused 

on Moses. Exodus, details the call, response, and role Moses played for God and for God’s 

people. The Hebrews went down to Egypt 400yrs prior and lived in promise and prosperity. 

However, a new pharaoh rose to power one who did not know Joseph and his family. This 

pharaoh saw the Hebrews as a danger to culture and power and it brought about a fearful 

response from Pharaoh. He enslaved the people. The story of Moses and his transformation 

from an abandoned Hebrew child to being raised in the palace by the pharaoh’s daughter is 

famous. Ultimately, Moses was called by God to lead his people to freedom and into God’s 

holy promise. 

The journey was not an easy one. Once God displayed amazing works of power that shook the 

Egyptians to their souls the people were set free. Led by Moses and Aaron the people trav-

ersed a journey that defined history. The people though often grumbled and complained and 

in times of struggle longed to be under the yoke of the pharaoh again. The people did not 

know where they were going nor how they would arrive there. Olu Brown said in his book 

Leadership In The Ways of Moses “leadership is taking a group of people to a place they can-

not see and do not want to go”. 

The state of the United Methodist Church is questionable at best. There is a great deal of dis-

trust, misinformation about what is taking place, and a group of people who are uncertain of 

where to go and how to get there. In short, our denomination is on the brink of schism. This 

schism is taking place because of the failure of our episcopal leadership to hold  

accountable their equivalents, as well as Boards of Ordained Ministry, and outlaw clergy. While our doctrine and Book of Discipline 
remain more conservative than at any other point in history, the unwillingness to hold leaders accountable to standards is the 
cause of the injury we now see. This context has been taking place for some time but most importantly it has accelerated over the 
past five years.  
It is the local church that is left in the wake in answering the question “how do we respond?”. One of the first actions that took 
place was before I arrived. My predecessor Rev. Steve Salisbury and the Administrative Council took the opportunity to evaluate 
rising trends in churches and seized an opportunity to rebrand Grace United Methodist Church to Grace Church: A United Method-
ist Faith Community. Complete with a new logo. This was a responsible and wise step in my opinion as your pastor today. I believe 
God’s prevenient grace was at work. I have since pushed this new label and logo to become a recognizable brand in the Hanover 
community. This leads me to address the many questions about legally changing our church name from Grace United Methodist 
Church to Grace Church. We want our bank accounts, legal paperwork, and overall correspondence to match our perceived name 
so that we may operate with the highest quality and integrity in our community. We live in a time when many churches are shed-
ding their denominational affiliation titles in order to reach more of the unchurched without the baggage of issues that a title 
attached to a denomination will bring. I cannot count how many times persons have told me they would not attend a UMC church 
because of its conflict and vanilla approach to faith. While this is hard to hear as a leader in our UMC I can understand the concern. 
Now, more than ever our denomination is in the national headlines, and our inner conflict is known everywhere.   While we are still 
discerning our relationship with the greater UMC we want to set our church up for the best future in our community. This is why 
we are legally changing our name (given if it is approved at Church Conference in  Dec).    

 Article continued on page 3 
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From Ethel 

Caudill ~ 

 

I would like to thank everyone 

for their thoughts, prayers, cards 

and the lovely prayer square I 

received during my bout with 

covid. 

 

Ruth’s Harvest Date’s 

 

October 6th @9:00 a.m. 

December 1st @9:00 a.m. 

February 9th @9:00 a.m. 

March 16th @ 9:00 a.m. 

May 4th @9:00 a.m. 

 

During the school year Ruth’s Harvest 
supplies weekend meals for qualified 
students from the elementary schools 
of Hanover who are eligible through 
the free and reduced lunch program. 
Every week volunteers pack bags of 
nutritious food for students to take 
home on Friday. Packing will take 

place at St. Matthews Church. 30 W. 
Chestnut St. Hanover, PA 17331 

 

Heavenly  

Boutique is 

open every 

Wednesday 

from 6—8 pm 

and the 1st and 

3rd Saturday 

from 9—12pm.  

Lots of Great 

Deals!! 

Be sure to 

check it out. 



      PAGE 3 Amazing Grace 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
participated in 
Paint Night.  
We enjoyed a 
fun evening of 
fellowship and 
expressing our 
creativity.   

Letter from the pastor cont. 

The leadership of the church and including 

myself is striving to take us to the Promised 

Land where we can live into being a vibrant 

and influential congregation. It can be diffi-

cult to see but know that we are prayerful-

ly seeking discernment to where God is 

calling us as Grace Church and who we are 

being called to serve. Whether it be UMC 

or in a relationship outside of the UMC we 

remain committed to leading faithfully and 

obediently into the work Christ calls us to 

be about. 

Yours in faithfulness to Christ, 

                                                                              

                            

Rev. Todd Christine 

The Women of Grace enjoyed a wonderful weekend in September at Mt. Asbury 

learning about messy people in the bible and while growing in their faith and build-

ing lasting members and friendships. 
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For an appointment you may also visit redcrossblood.org or call 

1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

   (This year we will be collecting 

   individual items) 

   Look for our donation baskets 

in    the front lobby with gift  

   suggestions: 

“Wow” items and fun toys ~ Personal Care Items  

School Supplies 

Each Sunday we will focus on specific ages: 

Sunday 10/9 Girls & Boys ages 2 – 4 

Sunday 10/16 Girls & Boys ages 5 – 9 

Sunday 10/23 Girls & Boys 10 - 14  

Sunday 10/30 Donation Sunday (Each shoe box gift needs 

a $10.00 donation) 

Packing Party - Sunday, November 7 

Help us reach our Goal of 100 boxes! 
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Crop walk 

Join with us as we raise funds 

to help neighbors near and far 

get the meals they need for to-

day and sustainable food se-

curity for tomorrow! 

Prayerfully consider joining 

the Grace United Methodist 

Church team.  Follow the link 

below to signup. 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/hanoverpa 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/hanoverpa


Amazing Grace 

CONNECTING WITH COUNCIL 
September Council Highlights 

Chair: Linda Mixter 

Members: Denny Blum, Ron Carter, Pastor Todd Christine, Karen Coons, Ed Davis, Duane Myers, Amanda Myers, Amber Myers, Brian Jenkins 

• Council has approved $1,000.00 to be used as a deposit to reserve Mt Asbury retreat center for the 
Women of Grace Retreat for the year 2023.  

•  Praise Team Leadership is now shared between Noah, Darren and Charlie. 
•  Despite low attendance we are comparable to 2021 giving. 
• Council approved the purchase of Church Windows web based accounting package based on feedback 

from the accounting personnel. 
• The Church Facilities committee is taking care of the purchase of two railings for the steps in the Sanctu-

ary.  
• Council to discuss Outside Storage and the Parking lot at the October meeting. 
• The Preschool is back in session, therefore, please return their space to its original state after use; also 

please keep the multipurpose room as empty as possible.  
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On Tuesday, September 20, Hank and Mae Woodard, who at-
tend the 9:00 service, traveled to Kentucky to deliver a van 
load of items that were donated by several people.  On their 
route, they did not see any of the devastation caused by the 
flood.  They did see an area where Samaritans Purse was 
working.  On the way home, out of Red Bird Mission, they saw 
several places that had been patched, and not well, in the road.  

In their van, they took items that were donated by one woman 
in our church, and ladies from UTZ Terrace.  There were new 
quilts, towels, baby blankets, baby hats, burp cloths and lots of 
other items.  As they were unloading the ladies were so excited 
to get all these things.  Mae told Tracy, Director of Community 
Outreach, to just wait.  The best was yet to come.  As you can 
see by the picture, she was so overwhelmed by the amount of 
the check I presented to her.  This was all thanks to you, the 
members of Grace, for your generosity.  She said that the need 
is so great and there is just not enough to go around.   

Mae would like to thank you for the opportunity that she had in 
being a part of presenting Red Bird with the check and the oth-
er much needed items.  It was a very cheerful, tearful mo-
ment.     

This is not a political moment at all, but they heart warmed to 
see many loaded coal trucks on the highway,.  That means 
there is again some much needed employment in the area.  

Article from Mae Woodard  
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Thank you to all of the 

volunteers who have 

helped out with the chil-

dren.  Our program 

would not be possible 

without the faithful help 

of our Grace Church fami-

ly.  If you are feeling 

called to help please see 

Anna Mae Terry.   

Email: annamaeterry@comcast.net 

It is essential for all volunteers to have clearances.  We have some 

folks whose clearances have expired.  If you need clearances or  

want to know the status of your current ones, please stop by the 

church office. 

 Children’s Music—Sunday’s @ 9:40 a.m. 

 Sunday School—Sunday’s @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Children’s Church—Sunday’s @ 11:00 

a.m. (Grades 2-5) 

 Fall Clean Up Day—9:00 am We would 

love for your children to attend this com-

munity outreach opportunity. Please see 

the flyer on page 2 for more information. 

mailto:annamaeterry@comcast.net

