
Finding God at the Intersection of our Lives                                         December 2, 2023

On Campus Today at Glendale City Church, December 2:
 •   9:00 a.m.: Courtyard Café.  Enjoy simple breakfast foods & beverages in our 

Fellowship Hall lobby.
 •   9:30 a.m.: Grace Sabbath School class with Pastor Leif, both live in the Fellowship 

Hall and on Zoom, meeting ID 818-244-7241. Book study: “Do I Stay Christian? — A 
Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned” by Brian McLaren.

 •   9:30 a.m.: The Living Project Support Group meets weekly in the Council Room. 
“Telling my story. Listening to your story. Living our story.”

 •11:00 a.m.: Sanctuary worship service with Pastor Greg Nelson. Also available 
online, https://YouTube.com/c/GlendaleCityChurch. Next Sabbath, Dec 9: 
Sanctuary Worship service with Pastor Greg Nelson.

 •11:00 a.m.: City Kids Children’s Praise, Room 2. By 11:15 a.m.: • Tiny Tots (0-3 years 
old, together with a parent or guardian) go to Classroom 2; • Godly Play (4-12 
years) go to Classroom 1. Noon pickup.

Open Table Worship: 
 •12:15 p.m.: Informal worship gathering downstairs in the Café. All are welcome as we 

share with music, story-telling, and interpersonal connections!

This Week at Glendale City Church:
 •   7:00 p.m. Social Jesus Heartgroup by Herb Montgomery, each Wednesday at 

https://Zoom.us/j/8182447241, discussing Jesus’ call to bringing justice and 
equality to all. Study guide or podcast: https://RenewedHeartMinistries.com.



Saturday Worship – 11:00 a.m. (please silence your electronic devices)

We welcome you as you worship with us online today. Please feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff 
if you have a question, want a visit, or need help:
	 • https://glendalecitychurch.org
	 • https://facebook.com/glendalecitychurch
	 • phone 818-244-7241

Prelude                                       “My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord”          Johann Sebastian Bach
(Fugue on the Magnificat, BWV 733)

Kemp Smeal, organ

Call to Worship                                                                                                                          Leif Lind
As people of the Advent, we watch, wait, and prepare for the return of Christ to the world

Come, Lord Jesus, come!
As people of the Advent we prepare for a life of discipleship,

and watch faithfully for signs of God’s light breaking into the world.
Come, Lord Jesus, come!

As we wait, dear One, we watch for signs of your action in this chaotic world,
actions of compassion, hospitality and grace breaking in.

Come, Lord Jesus, come!
Holy God, we recognize that we do not know the day or the hour,

but we know that the day is near.
Come, Lord Jesus, come! Be born anew in our world and in our lives.

Opening Hymn                        “O Come, O Come, Immanuel”                                         No. 115

Greetings & Prayers of the Congregation                                                           Doug Schultz
(Please remain standing for prayer)

Scripture Reading                                  Psalm 46, sel.                                        Allan McDonald

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear 
though the earth give away and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its 
waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. 

The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most 
High dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.

Be still and know that I am God.”



Sermon            “Taking Back Your Life in a World Obsessed with Busyness”    Greg Nelson

Offertory Reflection                              “A Quiet Place”                                    Ralph Carmichael
Greg Nelson, solo

(Deacons will collect the offering as we meditate on the message in music. Please give as you’re able — unless otherwise 
marked, loose offering goes to local church expense.)

Hymn of Response                    “I Heard the Voice of Jesus”                Tune: Cleansing Fountain

	 (1) I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 
	 Lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.” 
	 I came to Jesus as I was, weary and worn and sad; 
	 I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.  

	 (2) I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 
	 The living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live.” 
	 I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream; 
	 My thirst was quench’d, my soul revived, and now I live in him.  

	 (3) I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light; 
	 Look unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your days be bright.” 
	 I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; 
	 And in that light of life I’ll walk, till trav’ling days are done.

Benediction                                                                                                                        Greg Nelson

Postlude                                  “XII Noël: Suisse, Grand Jeu, et Duo”              Louis Claude Daquin
Kemp Smeal, organ



Keep Up With City Church!
	 • Visit our website and sign up for our e-newsletter: https://GlendaleCityChurch.org 
	 • Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
	 • Download our “Glendale City Church” app at your App Store

610 East California Avenue, Glendale, CA 91206 • 818-244-7241 • glendalecitychurch.org
“Revealing Christ, affirming all”

Announcements:
Preaching schedule:
• Dec    2 Greg Nelson				   • Dec 16 Leif Lind, “Lessons & Carols”
• Dec    9 Greg Nelson				   • Dec 23 Greg Nelson

We warmly welcome back our speaker today, Pastor Greg Nelson!

We also welcome the arrival of the season of Advent. This is a time, starting four weeks 
before Christmas, when most Christian denominations look forward to the coming 
of the Christ child to Bethlehem as well as the return of Christ at the Second Advent 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent). As Seventh-day Adventists, this is something 
that we can gladly anticipate! The themes of hope, love, joy, and peace are celebrated 
through the lighting of the four Advent candles.

• Our heartfelt condolences and prayers go to Eleanor Posner’s family after the death 
of her brother Anderson Tohjdjodjo, November 18. His memorial service will be in our 
sanctuary at 10 a.m. on Thursday, December 14, followed by a service at noon in Forest 
Lawn Glendale. • Herman Kibble has been in hospital after several recent falls; please 
keep him and Marquita in your prayers.

Glendale Noon Concert, Dec. 6 will feature flutist Ruth Kasckow and pianist Bryan 
Pezzone performing duets by Robert Schumann and Jindrich Feld. All are welcome to 
this free concert! Further information at http://glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com.

Advent


