
Finding God at the Intersection of our Lives                                         February 17, 2024

On Campus Today at Glendale City Church, February 17:

 •   9:00 a.m.: Courtyard Café.  Enjoy simple breakfast foods & beverages in our 
Fellowship Hall lobby.

 •   9:30 a.m.: Grace Sabbath School class with Pastor Leif, both live in the Fellowship 
Hall and on Zoom, meeting ID 818-244-7241. Book study: “Do I Stay Christian? — A 
Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned” by Brian McLaren.

 •   9:30 a.m.: The Living Project Support Group meets weekly in the Council Room. 
“Telling my story. Listening to your story. Living our story.”

 •11:00 a.m.: Sanctuary worship service with Daniel Xisto, Pastor at the Takoma 
Park Church in Maryland. Also available online, https://YouTube.com/c/
GlendaleCityChurch. Next Sabbath, February 24: worship service with Greg 
Nelson.

 •11:00 a.m.: City Kids Children’s Praise with Music, Room 2.
 •11:15 a.m.: Tiny Tots (0-3 years old, together with a guardian) go to Classroom 2;
		             Godly Play (4-12 years) go to Classroom 1. Noon pickup.

Open Table Worship: 

 •12:15 p.m.: Informal worship gathering downstairs in the Café. All are welcome as we 
share with music, story-telling, and interpersonal connections!

This Week at Glendale City Church:

 •   7:00 p.m. Social Jesus Heartgroup by Herb Montgomery, each Wednesday at 
https://Zoom.us/j/8182447241, discussing Jesus’ call to bringing justice and 
equality to all. Study guide or podcast: https://RenewedHeartMinistries.com.



Saturday Worship – 11:00 a.m. (please silence your electronic devices)

We welcome you as you worship with us online today. Please feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff 
if you have a question, want a visit, or need help:
	 • https://glendalecitychurch.org
	 • https://facebook.com/glendalecitychurch
	 • phone 818-244-7241

Prelude                                         “Christ, God and Holy Spirit”                 Johann Sebastian Bach
Kemp Smeal, organ

Call to Worship                                                                                                                               Leif Lind
O God of the morning and of the evening hours,

let your Spirit come on us here gathered.
This is the holy place where we, your people, call on you in faith,
joining heart and voice in thanksgiving and praise to your name.

Opening Hymn                       “When Morning Gilds the Skies”                                         No. 43

Greetings & Prayers of the Congregation                                                          Lyndon Taylor
(Please remain standing for prayer)

Choral Anthem                                 “Praise His Holy Name”                         arr. Keith Hampton
Matt Miles, guest director

Scripture Reading                             Matthew 14:22-33                                         Margery Rich

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a 
mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was 
already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was 
against it.

Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw 
him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”

“Come,” he said.



Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save 
me!”

Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why 
did you doubt?”

And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Choral Anthem                              “He Never Failed Me Yet”                                 arr. Robert Ray
Matt Miles, guest director

Sermon              “From Gattaca to Galilee: The True Measure of Human Spirit”      Daniel Xisto

Offertory                                              “Wayfaring Stranger”                             arr. Richard Walters
Abdiel Gonzalez, baritone

(Deacons will collect the offering as we meditate on the message in music. Please give as you’re able — unless otherwise 
marked, loose offering goes to local church expense.)

Hymn of Response                   “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                                            No. 522

Benediction                                                                                                                         Daniel Xisto

Choral Benediction                                   “On Eagle’s Wings”

Postlude                                           “Trumpet Voluntary in D”                                    John Stanley
Kemp Smeal, organ

sss



Keep Up With City Church!

610 East California Avenue, Glendale, CA 91206 • 818-244-7241 • glendalecitychurch.org
“Revealing Christ, affirming all”

Announcements:
Preaching schedule and announcements:
• Feb 17 Daniel Xisto, Takoma Park Church. MD	 • Feb 24 Greg Nelson

A very warm welcome today to today’s speaker, Daniel Xisto, and his family. Pastor Daniel 
Xisto (pronounced: SHE–stow) brings a unique blend of corporate experience and spiritual 
leadership to his role as the pastor for community engagement and church operations at 
the Takoma Park Seventh-day Adventist Church in Maryland. Initially carving out a successful 
career as a business executive Pastor Xisto’s life took a pivotal turn in 2009, leading him from 
the corporate world in New York City to the academic setting of Berrien Springs in pursuit of a 
Master of Divinity degree. Pastor Xisto is passionate about positive community transformation, 

achieved by inspiring church members to live out God’s calling in their life. Simply put, Pastor Xisto makes the 
gospel relevant to those both inside and outside of the church. Pastor Xisto’s life is immeasurably enriched by his 
wife, Andrea, a clinical psychologist specializing in Black Mental Health, and their 8-year-old son, Max, a young 
artist and soccer enthusiast. If you want to get on his good side talk to him about Ronaldo, Messi, or Eusebio!

Prayer Concerns: • Please keep Adriana Kellermeier, daughter of Emilia Tudor, in your prayers as she 
deals with a recent cancer diagnosis. • Also, feel free to send cards to Dr. Gina Poe, 1729 S. Shenandoah 
St., Los Angeles 90030 as she is also taking treatment for cancer. • Please remember Ken Webber in prayer 
as he deals with dialysis and the need for a new kidney.

Please reach out to us. Feel free to reach out to us if you have a prayer concern, an illness, or a life event 
for us to be aware of. We are here to help whenever we can. Pastor Leif Lind (909-557-5230) or Beth 
Johnston Taylor, head elder (909-747-8836), Glendale City Church office (818-244-7241).

Help Us Host “Home Again LA” as we help first-time homeless families get back on their feet! For the 
week of Feb. 18-24, we still need chaperone volunteers (food is taken care of ). If you can help as a 
chaperone one or more nights of this week, please contact our church office (610ecalifornia@gmail.com 
or 818-244-7241).

Glendale Noon Concert, February 21 with flutist Katherine Marsh and pianist Brendan White performing 
an all-piccolo program of works by Gary Schocker, Georg Philipp Telemann, Herman Beeftink, and Bela 
Bartok. All welcome! See http://glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com.

SCC Youth Ministries, Saturday, March 9, 11:30 a.m.–7:30 p.m.: “Deep & Wide” Teen Beach Worship Day, 
including worship, vespers, and games with Willy Ramos and Sal Garcia. Location: Leo Carrillo State Beach 
and Park. Sign up for complimentary meal or contact 818-546-8439, sgarcia@sccsda.org.

Follow Us @glendalecitychurch or 
https://GlendaleCityChurch.org!

• Facebook, Instagram, and X:
 @glendalecitychurch

• YouTube: @glendalecitychurch
  for sermons and concerts

• GCC App: Download our free app for 
easy access to our bulletin, audio Bible, 
events, & more!

• Giving is easy, scan this QR code to go 
to our website


