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Part 4: “Count Your Blessings”  

Sunday, January 29th, 2023 

 

(Slide) 

 
 

30 Day Devotional - These are available out at the Welcome Center. Today 

is Day 21. Read Days 22-29 this week. I would encourage you also to 

consider downloading the APP which has lots of articles on it as well.  

 

Here’s what learned last Sunday about biblical generosity…  

(Slide)  
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Last Sunday’s central point was that for each of us we can all say with great 

confidence that God is my Provider. He is our Jehovah-Jirah as Abraham 

learned up on the mountain.  

 

Jehovah-Jirah means, “The Lord will provide” and can also be translated, 

“the lord who sees your need beforehand.” Our God knows our needs 

before we do, and He is able to provide everything we need.  

 

Let me ask you… over this past week did God provide in any way for you? If 

God provided for you in the last week, say “Amen”. God provides for us 

even when we don’t acknowledge His provision or even sometimes when 

we don’t ask him for it. He is always faithful to provide.  

 

Philippians 4:19 was our memory verse last week, let’s say it loud together…  

 

We’ve had a member of our church that’s been in great need for the last 

few months. I first told you about Lorie Schnathorst and her fight against 

cancer back in late October. This week the doctors gave Lorie an incredible 

report. They told her that her cancer is in remission. Let’s thank God for that 

(applause). Keep praying for her.  

PRAY 

 

I read about a robber who broke into a home in Cleveland, Ohio. After he 

and his accomplice got into the house, he realized that the 81-year-old 

woman living there had been one of his teacher’s when he was growing up.  
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He said to her, “You were always so good to me.”, and he kissed her on the 

cheek. Then he and his partner walked out of the house with $210 of her 

money in their hands.  

 

Even with the goodness he had been shown by his old teacher, and his 

supposed show of gratitude to her, none of that had changed his way of life. 

He was still ungrateful.  

 

Kinda reminds me of the hippie couple strolling down the street chatting 

together. The young man said to his girlfriend, “I’m going over and pick up 

my unemployment check, then I’ll drop in at the university to see what’s 

holding up my federal grant. After that I’ll pick up our food stamps.  

 

While I’m doing that, you go over to the free clinic and check your tests and 

then go over and pick up my new eyeglasses at the health center and don’t 

forget to stop at the Welfare Office and apply for an increase in our 

eligibility limit. Then I’ll meet you at 5:00 at the Federal Building for the 

mass demonstration against the rotten establishment.” 

 

The world’s full of people living every day under the manifold blessings of 

God day after day, year after year, decade after decade. And how often do 

they stop and count their blessings and express gratitude for the blessings 

provided by a loving God?  
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If there’s anyone in this world who ought to be experts at doing this, 

certainly it should anyone and everyone who has experienced the blessing 

of salvation and has been given eyes to see all the blessings God graciously 

grants us on a daily basis.  

 

Here in Luke 17 we meet a group of men – 10 men to be exact – who 

received an incredible miracle from Jesus and we see both the ingratitude 

as well as the gratitude expressed back to Jesus as a result.  

 

READ Luke 17:11-14.  

 

These ten men each had the most dreaded disease in the ancient world that 

anyone could contract. Leprosy was incurable skin disease that left its 

sufferers disfigured and maimed.  

 

Because of the fear that leprosy could spread easily, all lepers were cast out 

of society in every respect. They were separated from family and friends 

and allowed no contact with anyone except other lepers.  

 

They were left to fend for themselves on the outskirts of towns and villages 

and were not permitted participation in any of the religious forms of 

Judaism which means lepers also were considered “unclean” spiritually.  

 

So when Jesus came into visual contact with these ten men, he was seeing a 

pathetic, lonely group of outcast men, barely making due on anything they 

could, desperate to be freed from the chains of this deadly disease and its 

impact on their lives. He was truly their last and only hope they had.  
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Jewish Law insisted that anyone with leprosy be examined by the priests 

who alone would determine whether they were cured from the disease and 

thus free to participate again in the religious activities and be invited back 

into society. This is why Jesus told them to show themselves to the priest.  

 

And so it was that as they were on their way to see the priest, that the 

miraculous happened… they were cured of their disease in an instant, in a 

moment of time.  

 

READ Luke 17:15-16.  

 

We see an amazing turn of events. Ten men, suffering from a deadly, 

incurable disease, are ALL instantly cleansed and healed. Yet as each of 

these men’s lives were immediately changed for the better… 

 

It is almost unthinkable that only 1 out of the 10 thinks to go back and to 

thank Jesus for this miraculous gift and to praise God for the blessing of 

being cured.  

 

This former leper and outcast from society was so incredibly moved by what 

had happened to him, that he did 3 things in response…  

 

The Leper…  

(Slide) 1. Returned and gave loud praise to God – Lk. 17:15 
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The leper wasn’t ashamed to publicly and loudly proclaim and give God the 

glory for what He had done for him. His heart was so moved by the miracle 

God had done in his life that he couldn’t contain his emotions and his 

adulation to the One who had changed Him.  

 

Folks, when God touches you by His power and blesses you with the 

spiritual gift of salvation and blesses you with His transforming power, it 

should be our natural inclination to unhesitantly express glory to God for His 

work in your life.  

 

That should be our natural response to a mighty God who gives us His 

mercy and grace. We should desire to give God all the glory, honor with 

loud praise because He is worthy of being praised for what He’s done in us 

and for us.  

 

Second, the leper…  

(Slide) 2. Fell on his face at the feet of Jesus in worship – Lk. 17:16a 

 

The leper understood more than the other 9, that it is was more than an act 

of physical healing that God had done. God was providing those men an 

opportunity for something much greater.  

 

He was giving them the opportunity to be healed spiritually from their sin, 

which was a far greater offer and miracle than their physical healing.  

This one leper saw beyond just no longer having leprosy. He knew he had 

come face-to-face with God Himself in the flesh.  
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And because he believed that about Jesus, he fell down and did the only 

appropriate act that anyone should do when they meet Jesus: he worshiped 

Him, not just because he was physically healed, but because he believed 

Jesus to be God.  

 

And because of what Christ has done in each of us who have trusted Him to 

be our Savior, it is only natural that we should humbly bow our hearts and 

our knees in worship of the One who has changed us, and given us new life, 

just like that leper.  

 

Third, the leper…  

(Slide) 3. Gave thanks to Jesus – Lk. 17:16b 

 

When someone blesses you or is kind or good or considerate toward you in 

some way, it is the right thing to do to say, “Thank you.”  

 

When God blesses you with the greatest gift of all – the forgiveness of your 

sins and gives you eternal life in heaven, it’s the right thing to do to not only 

thank Him, but to live the rest of your life thanking Him for His blessing on 

your life. Without the gift of salvation we wouldn’t have life.  

 

Fred Hargensheimer was a pilot in the Pacific in W. W. II. He was shot down 

over New Guinea in the South Pacific, and the local natives took him in and 

nursed him back to health.  

 

Hargensheimer never forgot the debt of thanks he owed to those natives 

for his life. So after the war raised money to build a school on their island.  
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Then he and his wife left their hometown of St. Paul, Minnesota and gave 

14 months of their life living in New Guinea and building a plantation for the 

benefit of those who had risked their lives for his.  

 

There’s one more piece of information that we mustn’t miss here because 

it’s important. READ Lk. 17:16c.  

 

When Jesus heard those men cry out for his help, he didn’t pick out which 

ones were Jews and which ones were Samaritans, and only heal the Jews.  

 

He healed them all, even though the Samaritans and the Jews hated each 

other. No Jew would have thought twice if Jesus wouldn’t have healed this 

Samaritan man. In fact, in their eyes, he didn’t deserve to be healed 

anyway.  

 

So isn’t it ironic, that Jesus healed them all, yet it was only the one man, a 

Samaritan, who came back to give glory to God, to worship Jesus, and to say 

“Thank you”?!  

 

Then Jesus asks the Samaritan three questions… READ Lk. 17:17-18.  

 

Jesus asked, “Were not ten cleansed”? Jesus was saying, “I thought I healed 

ten lepers.” Then he asked, “Where are the nine?”  

 

Jesus was looking around wondering where the other nine lepers were. It 

seemed rather odd that at least some of the others didn’t return with the 

one to thank Jesus.  
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So finally Jesus asked, “Didn’t any return to give glory to God except this 

foreigner?” It’s almost as if Jesus never expected the Samaritan to come 

back and express his worship and thanks, but he had those men who were 

his fellow Jews. But they were nowhere to be found.  

 

But something wonderful had happened to the Samaritan that was much 

more impactful and lasting than being healed of leprosy. That man 

recognized Jesus that Jesus was who he said He was, God’s Son, the Savior 

of the world. And he knew he needed a Savior.  

 

He realized he had come face-to-face with God Himself, and the best thing 

he could do, was surrender to the Lord in praise, and worship and 

thanksgiving.  

 

So look what Jesus said to him in verse 19… (READ)  

 

The Samaritan experienced two miracles that day. He was physically healed 

from leprosy, and on top of that an even great miracle, he was forgiven of 

his sins and saved. What a day it was when the Samaritan leper met Jesus 

and put His faith in Him.  

 

Do you have a day like that that or a time you can look back on and 

remember? I hope so. I hope your heart is still filled with praise and worship 

and thankfulness for all that God has done for you not just when you were 

saved… 
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But also for what He’s done for you every day since, and what He’s going to 

do every day for all eternity. Are you thankful today, are you living a life of 

thankfulness today to Jesus and His work of transformation in your heart 

and life?  

 

Now, what does counting our blessings have to do with growing in our 

journey of generosity? And the answer is, A LOT!  

 

Gratitude is the beginning of generosity. Generosity flows from a thankful 

heart. It’s a joy to practice generosity because that’s how we express our 

gratitude for the work of God in our lives and for His ongoing blessings that 

we experience every day.  

 

It’s like Ebenezer Scrooge in Charles Dicken’s, “A Christmas Carol”. Scrooge’s 

heart was changed. And to express his gratitude for a changed heart, his 

generosity overflowed to everyone around him.  

 

And we keep that flame of thankfulness for all our blessings alive and 

burning brightly by regularly counting our blessings and being generous 

with God’s blessings back to Him and to others.  

 

Here’s how we’ve learned to do that in our daily devotions these past 

couple of weeks. Turn over to 1 Cor. 16:2. READ.  

 

To practice generosity we need to regularly, Paul says, weekly, look back 

over the last 7 days and in essence count our blessings. Identify all the ways 

that God has blessed and provided for us.  
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Then set aside money to give to the Lord’s work based on the financial 

blessings God has provided for us over the past week. It’s easy to forget or 

not see at all the different and various ways God provides for us that benefit 

us financially and materially.  

 

And when do what it says here in this verse and we set aside a portion of 

those blessings it helps us express our gratitude to God for his provision and 

to joyfully be generous to others out of what He’s blessed us with.  

 

So here’s how to put this into practice…  

1. Start with the first 10% of what God blesses you with through your 

primary source of income, from your job where you’re employed, and 

give that back to God thru your local church.  

 

As you do this, you’re expressing your thanks to God for His blessings and 

His provision. He’s the one who gave you that job, gave you the ability to 

work, and is providing the resources so that your needs are met.  

 

Tithing forms the foundation of a life of generosity. It’s the place to start, 

but it’s not the place to stop.  

2. Count your blessings every week and give back a portion (a tithe) 

through generous giving to God and others in the direction the Lord 

leads.  
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So Lisa and I have begun doing this recently because we want to continue 

growing in generosity. For us it works to sit down either Sunday night or 

sometime on Mondays and we look back over the last week and do our best 

to remember and record the ways God blessed us in the last week. (Our pay 

check, meals that were provided, savings of various kinds, anything that 

results in a blessing to us financially or materially)  

 

For example, recently I was planning on purchasing a new set of floor mats 

for my pickup, ones that would completely cover the floor of both the back 

and front seat areas. I did some research and realized they were going to 

cost me about $150.  

 

Before I could purchase them however, someone in the church gave me a 

call and said, “Hey, I have these floor mats in great condition and they’re 

sitting up in the loft of my garage just collecting dust. Would you want 

them?” They were made to exactly fit both the model and the year of my 

pickup.  

 

I asked him how much he wanted for them, and he told $20 bucks. I’m like, 

you bet I want them. I drove over to his house, loaded them up and thanked 

him for the blessing of those floor mats.  

 

Next I figured out the value that those mats were to me. I was planning on 

spending $150, but I only spent $20. That’s a value of $130 dollars. So I set 

aside 10% of that, $13, to put in my generosity fund to be used however 

God lays on our hearts to use it to bless Him and others.  
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God’s provision for us comes not just through the primary source of our job 

and its regular paycheck, but many ways that often don’t realize unless we 

take the time to see them and count our blessings.  

 

God blesses us by providing through clearance sales, garage sales, thrift 

stores, gifts from family members, unexpected income, and a hundred 

other ways.  

 

Just last week, I grabbed a shovel to push some snow in our driveway and I 

saw on the handle an old sticker that said $5 on it. I had forgotten that we 

had bought that shovel at a garage sale in the summer a few years ago at a 

time when were weren’t thinking about snow, but it was sure coming in 

handy now. That $5 purchase saved me a lot of money if I had bought a new 

one.  

 

Then I was recalling when I bought my snow blower. I bought it at a garage 

sale here in town for $250 – 15 years ago, and it’s still going strong! (Sears 

Craftsman). I would never have guessed that that snow blower would still 

be a blessing to me all these years later.  

 

Brian Kluth in our devotional tells the story about how he needed a pair 

snow boots for winter and he prayed about it and God used a friend to give 

him a pair of boots. The same thing happened to me.  
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How many times does God provide material and financial blessings to us 

and if we don’t stop and count our blessings, we’ll fail to realize how much 

God has blessed us with and provided so that we not only have our needs 

met, but can then be in a position to be generous back to Him and to 

others?  

 

The challenge for all of us is to open our eyes, see His blessings, and express 

our gratitude to God for those blessings by setting aside a portion of them – 

10% or more if you want - to bless others. 

 

3. Set aside your giving/generosity funds separately from your living 

funds (a place, an account, etc.)  

 

Generosity, like other disciplines in the Christian life needs to be intentional 

or it likely won’t happen. Setting aside our generosity funds is the 

intentional action of make sure that those funds are used the way God 

would have us use them.  

 

Pastor E.V. Hill said, “God will get His provisions to you if you if he knows he 

can get them through you to bless others.”  

 

This past summer Lisa and I experienced one of the strangest ways of seeing 

God provide that we’ve seen in a while.  

- Our journey of biking – Lisa needed an upgrade from her original 

garage sale bike she had bought  

 



15 
 

- A family near us that we don’t personally know left a bike by the road 

with the owner’s manual, a new locking chain to keep it secure, a tire 

pump, and a helmet – all in new condition. We looked it up and the 

bike was worth several hundred dollars and God gave it to us for free  

 

God will always provide if we will pray and wait and give him a chance to 

work the circumstances out to meet our need and sometimes even our 

wants, and to also enable us to be a blessing in generosity to others.  

 

In World War II a soldier was graciously rotated off the front lines to spend 

some time in the rear at a rest camp. When he was returned to the lines he 

wrote a letter to his commanding general, General George Patton, thanking 

him for the care he had received at the rest camp.  

 

Patton wrote back stating that for 35+ years he had sought to give all the 

comfort and conveniences he could to his men and that his letter was the 

first one he had ever received thanking him for that care.  

 

Fellowship let’s don’t be like those who receive God’s blessing but aren’t 

grateful for them. Let’s be like that one leper.  

 

Let’s express our praise, our worship and our thanks to the Lord for His 

goodness to us and His work in our lives through salvation and in all the 

financial and material blessings He gives us.  
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Let’s stop each week and count our blessings, and thank God for those 

blessings and for His provision in our lives. And let’s aside a portion of those 

blessings to be generous to others as God leads.  

 

In this way we can continue growing on the journey of generosity that God 

wants all of us to grow in. 


