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Anniversary / Fun Fest Sunday 

August 7th, 2022 

“God’s Design for Fellowship Church”  

 

Youtube video: “Kid talk: What do you want to be when you grow up?” 

(:54) 

 

Happy 27 Year Anniversary Fellowship!!! I’m so grateful this morning for this 

opportunity to celebrate our anniversary as a church and to express our 

gratitude to God for His blessings over these many years. (pictures on slide) 

 

Most of us when were kids had dreams of what we wanted to be  

when we grew up – like the children we just saw in the video.  

 

So let me take a little poll here, if you can remember when you were little 

what you wanted to be when you grew up, did it happen? Did you become 

what you wanted to be? (Raise your hands) 

 

I think “growing up” can be something of a relative concept. While your life 

changes a lot between when you’re in grade school and when you’re 

considered “grown up” in young adulthood,  

 

That change continues throughout your life – in other words, “growing up” 

continues as you continue to grow older in life… At least it’s supposed to, 

it’s healthy for us keep “growing up” as we move through the stages of life 

and mature over time.  
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So as we reflect on this today on our anniversary as a church, it causes me 

to wonder, when Fellowship began on August 6th, 1995, and we met in our 

first service in the Norwalk High School gymnasium… 

 

With our children meeting out in the hallway sitting on a rug outside the 

wrestling room, what did we want to be when we “grew up” as a church?  

 

What did we want our church to look like and to be like not only then, but in 

the future when we would turn 27 years old? And today, what do we want 

to look like in the future? Like when we celebrate our 30th anniversary in a 

couple years? 

 

On that day we’re going to dig up and open the time capsule that’s in front 

of the building that we buried 4 feet underground on the Sunday of our 15th 

anniversary back in 2010.  

 

And what do we want our church to grow up to be by our 40th anniversary 

and our 50th anniversary? And most importantly, what does GOD want our 

church to be now and to continue to grow up into in the future?  

 

I believe there’s a model in the Bible of a local church that reveals God’s 

design for what He wants our church and every local church to look like, and 

to continue to grow up to become more and more over time.  

 

- Turn to Acts 11. 
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Here in Acts 11 we’re introduced to the church in Antioch. The city of 

Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman Empire located about 300 

miles north of Jerusalem where the church began on the Day of Pentecost 

in Acts 2.  

 

The church began approximately 7 years after that and here in Acts 

chapters 11 & 13 we’re shown how it began, what the church looked like 

and how God used it to literally spread the gospel around the world and 

change human history forever.  

 

READ Acts 11:19-30; 13:1-3 / PRAY  

 

So what does the church in Antioch teach us about God’s design for who we 

should be as a church, what HE wants us to look like and what He wants us 

to continue to grow up into in the future?  

 

This is not an exhaustive list from this passage, but for time’s sake today, 

let’s consider 5 important characteristics of God’s Design for Fellowship 

Church from the example of the church in Antioch…  

 

(Slide) 1. God wants us to be a church that makes and keeps the gospel 

our first and foremost priority – Acts 11:19-21 

 

READ 11:19 – This verse takes us back to chapter 8 – READ 8:1-4.  

 

God allowed the church to be persecuted because He wanted the gospel to 

spread beyond Jerusalem.  
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So as the believers scattered out beyond Jerusalem and Judah to find new 

places to live, they spread the gospel as they went, telling people about 

Jesus.  

 

At first they only focused on telling other Jews about Jesus. But then they 

started crossing lines of ethnicity by telling non-Jews, that is Gentiles, about 

Jesus – which was a huge breakthrough for them because Jews weren’t 

allowed to associate with Gentiles -  

 

But God’s heart for the whole world to hear the gospel doesn’t only include 

Jews, it also includes everyone else. And one of the places they went and 

share the gospel with both Jews and Gentiles was the city of Antioch.  

 

Now the text doesn’t tell us who these people were, but we know the 

apostles stayed in Jerusalem, so the only conclusion that we can make is 

that these were every-day, ordinary Christians… 

 

Who were just trying to survive the persecution while at the same time 

remaining faithful to the Lord and His command to spread the gospel. Verse 

20 says they were proclaiming the good news about the Lord Jesus.  

 

And what happened as a result? Verse 21 says “the Lord’s hand was with 

them and a large number who believed turned to the Lord.” That’s how the 

church in Antioch got started.  
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God blesses His people when His people make the gospel their first and 

foremost priority. He did that in Antioch 2,000 years ago and He’s doing 

that today.  

 

God wants each of us to live a lifestyle of gospel living. That’s what these 

unnamed, unknown believers did in Antioch. They knew Jesus expected 

them to share the gospel with others and they made that their pursuit as 

part of their way of life.  

 

And God wants each of us to live a gospel lifestyle. That means we each 

need to love others like Jesus loves them. We need to care whether or not 

they know Jesus, whether or not they are heading to heaven or hell and to 

do so whether or not they look like us.  

 

These believers in Antioch crossed the barriers of culture and ethnicity and 

shared the gospel with people who were different from them, people they 

had been raised to not associate with, and they did it because they knew 

that the gospel is for everyone.  

 

They knew that without Christ the citizens of Antioch would die in their sin 

and suffer the consequences of an eternity in hell. They knew living a gospel 

lifestyle was Christ’s desire for them and for all of his followers.  

 

Living a gospel lifestyle isn’t just for pastors or missionaries or church 

leaders or the spiritually mature. Living a gospel lifestyle is God’s will for all 

of us. He wants all of us to share the gospel with the people in our sphere of 

influence as a starting point and to share it with those we don’t even know.  
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The world needs Jesus, and the good news of the gospel is the only message 

that connects people in their sin with the one who can forgive them of their 

sin and give them eternal life, and that’s Jesus Christ.  

 

Christian, are you living a gospel-centered lifestyle? Can people see Jesus in 

you, in the way you live, in your priorities, and in your actions? Do people 

know you’re a Christian? Has anyone heard you share the gospel with 

them?  

 

If you were given the opportunity today to share the gospel with someone 

would you do it or would you pass on doing that and leave it to someone 

else?  

 

Fellowship, our world needs our Jesus, and they need us to do what the 

Lord has called us to do, empowered us to do, and equipped us to do.  

 

And as a church body, we must always make and keep the gospel as our first 

and foremost priority in our services, our outreaches, our ministries, and in 

all we do. God’s hand is those who make and keep this commitment.  

 

That’s why we’re conducting what we call The Summer of Love – to pray for 

our community and serve our community and share the gospel with our 

community this summer through a variety of means.  
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We’ll be doing our Door-to-Door Gift delivery again this Wednesday at 6:15. 

Come on out if you can. It’s why we make a big deal when anyone puts their 

faith in Christ and is saved by lighting the cross here in our services.  

 

The cross is lit again this morning as 13 children made a profession of faith 

in Christ this week. Let’s praise the Lord for that! (applause)  

 

Are you saved this morning? Do you know Jesus as your Savior? If not, put 

your faith in Him today. We’ll give you opportunity to do that before we 

leave this morning.  

 

Here’s the second characteristic of God’s design for our church that we see 

in the church in Antioch…  

(Slide) 2. God wants us to be a church that makes and keeps on making 

devoted disciples of Jesus – Acts 11:22-26 (READ)  

 

Barnabas comes on the scene in Antioch, and he encourages all the new 

believers to remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts. Let me encourage 

any of you here this morning who may be new to the faith or perhaps 

you’ve known the Lord for some time but you’re faltering.  

 

Listen, the Christian life has within it the nature of spiritual warfare. The 

devil fights against you in your desire to obey the Lord and to obey His 

Word and to fellowship with other believers. He fights against you in 

everything you know God wants you to do and to be.  
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FIGHT BACK!!! Don’t let him win. He has no power over you that you don’t 

allow him to have. Remain true to the Lord. Devote your heart every day to 

seeking the Lord and doing what you know He wants you to do.  

 

Don’t allow yourself to become a casualty of spiritual warfare – an absentee 

Christian, a lukewarm Christian who sits on the fence afraid to make 

commitments, staying out on the fringe of the church, trying to go it alone 

without the support and the fellowship of the body of Christ.  

 

Devote yourself to being a disciple of Jesus, to being discipled, and to 

discipling someone else. That’s what they did in the church in Antioch.  

 

Barnabas had his hands full with so many young believers so he went to 

Tarsus and recruited Saul to come and help him and together it says that 

they stayed for a whole year and discipled the new believers and 

strengthened the church.  

 

Christian, you can’t grow in your faith without spiritual leaders pouring into 

your life and without the fellowship and the accountability of the body of 

Christ – and yes, it’s going to cost you some time and it’s going to take 

effort… 

 

And it’s going to force you to change your priorities and to change what you 

love and spend your weekends doing, it’s going to affect your vacation plans 

and your retirement plans and everything else about your life – that’s the 

cost of being a disciple of Jesus.  
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That’s why Jesus warned us to count the cost of following Him before we 

make a commitment to Him. It’s why He said that following Him means 

taking up our cross daily and following Him. It means loving Jesus more than 

anyone else and being willing to lay down our life for Him.  

 

It means possessing a love for Him that is so great that it makes our love for 

everyone else look like hate. It means denying ourselves, laying our life on 

the altar of sacrifice and giving Him our all no matter the cost.  

 

Jesus said in Mark 8… that whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life because of me and the gospel will save it. For what 

does it benefit someone to gain the whole world and yet lose his life? 

 

The church in Antioch were devoted disciples of Jesus and they were serious 

about making disciples of Jesus. In the same way, God wants Fellowship 

Church to be a family of devoted disciples of Jesus and to be serious about 

making disciples of Jesus.  

 

One way we do that is through our adult Growth Groups. Sign ups for our 

Fall INSTE groups start next Sunday and signs up for all our groups begins in 

3 weeks.  

 

The third characteristic of God’s design for our church that we see in 

Antioch is…  

(Slide) 3. God wants us to be a church that makes and keeps a 

commitment to kingdom generosity – Acts 11:27-30 (READ)  
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Let me begin this one by expressing how much I appreciate the generosity 

that we already see here in our church. Many of you have given…  

 

- To help us renovate our early childhood classrooms across the hall this 

year – thank you. Stop by and take a look at Room 104 which we just 

completed. In a couple weeks we’re going to renovate the children’s 

hallway 

- To assist us with the Lunches in the Norwalk Park this summer  

- Toward our Fun Fest Outreach this past week  

- To help us be a blessing to the faculty and students at Orchard Hills 

Elementary down the street – don’t forget to drop off your supplies 

today in the lobby  

- Many of you gave to be a blessing to Chaplain Jerry Van Cleave and his 

ministry at the Polk County Jail when he was here back in June  

 

And these are just some of the recent examples that I could give and I want 

to express my deep appreciation for your generosity and encourage us to 

continue to be a generous, sacrificial church to meet needs and to advance 

the kingdom of God.  

 

LOVE OFFERING TODAY FOR THE BUCCHOLZ 

 

(Slide) 4. God wants us to be a church that makes and keeps our 

dependence on Him alone – Acts 13:1-3 (READ)  
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This begins the missionary expansion of the church in fulfillment of Acts 1:8. 

The church went global starting right here in the church in Antioch and the 

world has never been the same – praise God! 

 

But notice what triggers this expansion. Notice WHO triggers the missionary 

outreach of the church to all nations, tribes and peoples. It wasn’t the 

Antioch Church Missions Committee.  

 

It wasn’t a leaders retreat of the Antioch Staff and Elders who met together 

to figure out how to get the gospel to the world. Who sparked the 

spreading of the gospel to the ends of the earth? God did.  

 

It was the Holy Spirit who led the Antioch Church to send out 2 of its leaders 

on the first missionary journey. And He did it in response to what the church 

was committed to doing and that was worshiping the Lord, praying and 

fasting and seeking God for his plans and His will and His leading.  

 

Fellowship, when we make God our priority by worshiping Him and seeking 

Him through prayer and fasting and setting aside our own agendas and seek 

Him for His agenda, He is willing to show us His agenda and His will for our 

lives and our church.  

 

He wants to reveal Himself to us as we make Him our priority and we give 

ourselves in wholehearted worship to Him and are serious about doing 

what He wants us to do as we seek Him with all our hearts.  
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(SLIDE) 

 
 

Fellowship, let’s not allow anything sway us from being dependent on the 

Lord and nothing reflects that dependence more than when we pray and 

seek Him together. One way we do this together is through our prayer 

summits.  

 

Prayer Summit  

 

We’re going to spend time together at the summit praying over our elders 

and deacons and staff and growth group leaders and ministry leaders in 

preparation for a new ministry year starting in September.  

 

And mark these dates down: Our 3 Day Prayer Summit for the coming 

ministry year is October 27th – 29th.  

 

Finally…  

(Slide) 5. God wants us to be a church that makes and keeps the priority of 

sending our people out for the sake of His name – Acts 13:1-3 
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Once the church in Antioch understood what God wanted them to do, they 

did it immediately and whole-heartedly. They sent out the first missionary 

team – Paul and Barnabas - to spread the gospel where it hadn’t been heard 

yet.  

 

Fellowship, the example we see in the church of Antioch, is that the local 

church is the training ground for discipling, training, preparing and sending 

out pastors, church-planting teams, missionaries, disciple-makers, and 

others to serve and build God’s kingdom in places beyond Norwalk.  

 

Through the years we’ve sent out a lot of people and groups here in our 

region, the state and the world. And today we’re going to send out some 

more. This morning we have:  

- A family to recognize and send off to their final leg of field training for 

full-time cross-cultural missions work 

- A family to recognize as our newest supported missionary heading to 

full-time cross-cultural missions work  

- And, a new national discipleship partner that we’re sending out to 

make disciples on a secular college campus  

 

Before we do that, I need to ask the question: Who’s next? Perhaps there’s 

someone else here this morning and God is working on your heart in some 

way to step out in faith and follow His leading to take the gospel, to make 

disciples in a location beyond Norwalk.  
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God is the one who does this work as we’ve seen in the Antioch Church. Will 

you be the next one, the next family to go and represent the Lord Jesus and 

build His kingdom?  

 

Acts 13 says the church in Antioch had 5 men on their leadership team and 

God told them to send 2 of them out. That’s 40% of their leadership team.  

Antioch sent their best because God told them to. Thru the years we’ve sent 

out our best as well – staff members, pastors, elders, deacons and faithful 

servants.  

 

Fellowship, this reminds us that God wants us to have a kingdom mindset, 

not just a Fellowship mindset. Whatever God requires of us for the good of 

His kingdom that’s what we should be willing to do, those are whom we 

should be willing to send for the sake of His name.  

 

BOW HEADS / CLOSE EYES / INVITATION 


