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Part 2: “The King is Here!” 

Sunday, October 2nd, 2022 

 

We noted as we began our new message series in Matthew last Sunday that 

for over 400 years – from the last prophet Malachi to the birth of Jesus - 

God had been silent – no additional prophets had been sent, no new 

revelation, nothing.  

 

It was a time of spiritual dryness and deadness for God’s people the 

Israelites. The spiritual leaders had drifted away from God and the nation 

had suffered much at the hands of other nations including the one who was 

occupying the promise land at the time of Jesus’ birth, the Romans.  

 

Last Sunday we looked at the first 17 verses of chapter 1 where the 

genealogy of Jesus teaches us a lot about the qualifications that Jesus 

possessed in order to fulfill His claim to be the promised Messiah, the King 

of the Jews.  

 

 



2 
 

Jesus was the great, great, great, (14 generations great) great grandson of 

David making Him part of the royal line of the kings of Israel and therefore 

worthy to claim the throne of David, which He will do in the future when He 

reigns on earth for a thousand years. (See Revelation 20:4-6) 

 

He was also in the line of the father of the Jews, Abraham, which makes Him 

worthy to claim the title as the promised Messiah of the Jews and worthy to 

be recognized as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Savior of the 

world.  

 

And that too is yet in the future. Philippians describes it this way…  

(Slide)  

“And when he had come as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death – even to death on a cross. For this reason 

God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow – in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth – and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

Philippians 2:7b-11 

 

Now as we come to the last section of Matthew chapter 1, we are given an 

insider’s look at the greatest and the most miraculous birth in the history of 

the world.  

 

It’s spectacular in the way it occurred as well as in its importance, yet the 

circumstances and the setting depict the most humble birth imaginable. 
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Luke chapter 2 actually gives us more of the humble setting than Matthew 

does here in chapter 1.   

 

But remember, Matthew’s purpose is to show the Jews that Jesus truly IS 

their King. His focus on giving indisputable evidence to the Jews that Jesus is 

the promised Messiah.  

So in verse 18 we get a closer look at Jesus’ earthly parents, Mary and 

Joseph and especially the godly man that Joseph was.  

 

(Slide) 1. The Status of Mary and Joseph – Matt. 1:18 (READ)  

 

Matthew tells us that Mary and Joseph were engaged. It’s worth our time to 

gain a better understanding of Jewish engagement in the times of Jesus 

because it impacts the rest of the record of Jesus birth, and it’s a lot 

different thatn engagement is in our culture today.  

 

In our culture people become engaged and there are some times when 

during the engagement things change, and the wedding is called off. But not 

so in first century. 

 

In the Jewish culture of the first century, when 2 people became engaged, it 

was the same as making a life commitment. They may not have had a 

wedding yet or said their vows to one another, but Jewish engagement 

equaled lifelong commitment. There was no backing out.  
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If one or both of them wanted out they had to seek divorce proceedings. 

That was the only way to end an engagement. As you can imagine then, 

people took their engagements seriously and couples didn’t just jump into 

engagement haphazardly.  

 

Also, during a couple’s engagement, which lasted a year, they didn’t live 

together, and they didn’t have intimate relations. The engagement was a 

time to test the purity of each other, especially the woman.  

 

If she became pregnant during the engagement it would cast a shadow on 

the couple that reflected poorly on them in their community. If she became 

pregnant by someone else, then her husband – they used the term’s 

“husband” and “wife” for each other even though they hadn’t had their 

ceremony yet –  

 

The husband would know that she had been unfaithful to him and he then 

had grounds to divorce with God’s blessing.  

 

And that is exactly what happened in Joseph and Mary’s case. They had 

become engaged, but they were still in the one year waiting period. They 

hadn’t consummated their marriage yet with the wedding.  

 

And Mary became pregnant. Uh-oh! Not good! At this juncture Joseph 

didn’t know the details of her pregnancy. He could only assume that she 

had been unfaithful to him. Mary and someone else had defiled their 

relationship and their engagement.  

 



5 
 

What Joseph didn’t know was that Mary HADN’T been unfaithful. God by 

the Holy Spirit had caused Mary to become pregnant. The details of this 

pregnancy from Mary’s perspective aren’t given to us here. We have to go 

to Luke chapter 1 to see all this from Mary’s point of view.  

 

But Matthew does provide all this from Joseph’s point of view so we’ll focus 

here on that.  

 

From what we can discern from both point of view’s is that as Mary’s 

pregnancy continued and she became no longer able to hide the fact that 

she was pregnant, it then became obvious to Joseph that she was pregnant. 

Mary didn’t tell him or give him the details of her pregnancy.  

 

We can only imagine how Joseph felt and experienced when one day he 

stops by to see Mary at her parents house and it is obvious that she is 

pregnant. The anguish, the shame, the disappointment, certainly even 

feelings of betrayal.  

 

How could she do this to him? And most puzzling surely was the question he 

must have wondered about most. He knew Mary to be godly and 

committed, both to God and to him. So what happened? This was so 

inconsistent with the spiritually mature and godly Mary he knew and loved!  

 

And the biggest question of all was this: What’s he going to do about it? 

Now that she was showing, everyone’s going to know she’s pregnant and 

they’re going to no doubt believe that HE’S the guilty one just as much as 

they’ll think she was.  
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What’s he supposed to do? What about their wedding that they had been 

preparing for? They’re life together that they had been planning all year? 

What’s the right thing to do? What does God want him to do about this 

upsetting and life-altering situation? The next few verses tell us, but let’s 

stop for a moment.  

 

God’s standards for marriage are just as high today as they ever have been. 

In the Bible God calls sex before marriage and outside of marriage sin.  

 

When couples live together and practice premarital sex, it’s sin and it’s 

outside of God’s will for their lives and it falls outside of His blessing on their 

marriage and their lives.  

 

In addition, when couples live together before they’re married they’re 

making a grave mistake because even secular studies show that couples 

who live together before marriage have a higher likelihood of getting 

divorced down the road.  

 

I want to encourage all our young people in our service today, commit 

yourself to God right now, that when God brings the person in your life that 

He wants you to marry… 

 

That together you’ll make a commitment to remain faithful to God by 

refraining from sex until you’re married and that you’ll not follow the 

world’s practice of living together before you say, “I do”.  
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Believe me, the blessings that God will bring on your life when you do things 

God’s way are far more valuable than a season of sin because you refuse to 

practice patience and self-control – 2 fruits of a Spirit-filled life.  

 

(Slide) 2. The Spiritual Maturity of Joseph – Matt. 1:19 (READ)  

 

Joseph loved Mary and even though it seemed she had been unfaithful, the 

last thing he wanted to do was to hurt her in return. He also knew that 

according to Jewish law, because Mary had been unfaithful to him (or so he 

thought), he had the legal right to have her stoned to death.  

 

But that wasn’t even an option on the table for Joseph. Because he loved 

her, he wanted to help her, not bring public disgrace on her or worse. And 

think about his from Mary’s perspective just for a moment.  

 

What was she supposed to do? She’s pregnant by the Holy Spirit with the 

Son of God. Who’s going to believe her story? Who’s going to believe that 

an angel appeared to her and told her that she was going to get pregnant by 

God Himself and bring the long-awaited Messiah into the world?  

 

Well not only did Joseph love Mary, but Joseph loved God. Verse 19 says 

that Joseph was a righteous man. He lived by God’s laws and God’s ways. He 

did what was right according to what God said was right.  

 

And in light of that righteous standing he felt that the thing that God would 

want him to do was to take the highest road he could take: so he chose to 

divorce her secretly. No public hearing. No public disgrace.  
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He chose to show love and mercy and grace just like His heavenly Father 

would have done. Even though he was a young man probably no more than 

17 or 18 years old, his example excels even those much older than he.  

 

Joseph serves as an example of someone who sought to be like the Lord 

through living a righteous life. No wonder God chose Joseph to be the 

human stepfather of His Son Jesus.  

 

Jesus grew up with an excellent role model to follow in his stepdad Joseph. 

Men, let’s be that kind of role model for our kids. Let’s seek to be like the 

Lord by living righteous lives and treating others with grace and mercy like 

Joseph did.  

(Slide)  

“Good will come to the one who lends generously and conducts his 

business fairly. He will never be shaken. The righteous one will be 

remembered forever. He will not fear bad news; his heart is confident, 

trusting in the Lord.”  

Psalm 112:5-7 

 

(Slide) 3. The Statement of the Angel – Matt. 1:20-11 (READ vs. 10 first)  

 

As Psalm 112 says, a righteous person puts his trust in the Lord and that’s 

what Joseph did and God responded by sending an angel to fill Joseph in on 

what he at that point still didn’t know.  

 

 



9 
 

Mary hadn’t been unfaithful to him. I can just see Joseph after he wakes up 

from seeing the angel in his dream saying, “I knew it. I knew it. Something 

wasn’t right about this situation. Things just didn’t add up. Mary’s been 

faithful the whole time!” 

 

I have no doubt that Joseph rushed over to see her at her parents house to 

tell her that he knew what was going on, that an angel had appeared to him 

and told him the truth and that she needn’t worry because the angel also 

told him to go ahead and marry her right away and that’s what he was going 

to do.  

 

But look what else the angel told Joseph – READ vs. 21.  

 

The angel even told Joseph what to name the baby that was in Mary’s 

womb. They were to name him Jesus. The name Jesus is the Greek 

equivalent to the Hebrew name Yashuah or in English Joshua, which means 

“God is salvation”.  

 

Jesus’s name conveys not just a name, but a prime characteristic of God 

Himself and the reason for sending His Son into the world. Through Jesus 

God is offering salvation to the world.  

 

Fellowship, our God is a saving God. He sacrificed His own Son so that we 

could have salvation and eternal life through Jesus.  

 

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 

must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal 
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life. For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son so 

that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. For 

God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 

the world through him.”  

John 3:14-17 

 

Remember, the Jews thought their Messiah was coming to save them from 

Rome. But Jesus had a much larger mission. He came to save the world from 

sin, death and eternal life in hell.  

 

I underlined a very important word that’s found in these verses: 

“everyone”. “Everyone who believes” these verses say. “Everyone” includes 

anyone here this morning who has never placed their faith in Jesus Christ to 

be their Savior.  

 

Jesus isn’t just the Savior of the world, He’s also a personal Savior. He loves 

us right where we are and he wants to forgive us of our sin and cleanse us 

of our unrighteousness and come to live inside us and be with us til we get 

to heaven when we die.  

 

Jesus IS salvation. Have you asked Jesus Christ to be YOUR Savior? If not, do 

it today. Don’t wait. Don’t put it off. The time for salvation is today. Jesus is 

ready to forgive you and save you and give you eternal life.  

 

This verse is our memory verse for this week. Let’s say it out loud together…  
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THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:  

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he 

will save his people from their sins.”  

Matthew 1:21 

 

(Slide) 4. The Sign that Jesus is the Savior and King - Matt. 1:22-23 (READ)  

 

Matthew points back to an Old Testament prophecy and indicates for us 

that Jesus is the fulfillment of that prophecy made by the prophet Isaiah. 

And this is proof that Jesus is the Savior and King of the Jews and the world.  

 

This prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 says this…  

“Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: See, the virgin will 

conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel.”  

Isaiah 7:14 

 

The proof of the Messiah was that he would be born of a virgin, which is a 

human impossibility, unless God Himself is involved. And that’s exactly how 

Jesus was born. Jesus was born of the union between the Holy Spirit Himself 

and Mary, making Jesus fully man and fully God at the same time.  

 

Isaiah also said that the Messiah’s name would be “Immanuel”. Matthew 

helps us out here in verse 23 by telling us the name “Immanuel” means 

“God with us”.  
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So Jesus had 2 names then, right? Jesus and Immanuel. Well, yes and no. 

Jesus was His proper name, while Immanuel was a title that describes him. 

It’s like this one often mentioned in the gospels, “Jesus the Christ.”  

 

Jesus is His name but one of his titles is “The Christ”. Or another one, “Jesus 

the Messiah”. So Immanuel is more a title that depicts His purpose. Jesus is 

Immanuel – God with us. He is God in the flesh, come to teach us love and 

pay the price for our sins through His death and resurrection.  

 

Aren’t you thankful this morning that through Jesus God came down,  He 

came down to be one of us, to be WITH us, to show how we could have 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life? If so, say “Amen”.  

 

(Slide) 5. The Sure Sign of Spiritual Maturity - Obedience - Matt. 1:24-25 

(READ)  

 

The angel had told Joseph exactly what God wanted him to do. And Joseph 

showed his spiritual maturity by acting immediately to God’s command. He 

obeyed in 3 ways…  

 

1. He married Mary 

2. He kept himself from improperly defiling her with intimate relations 

until after Jesus was born 

3. He named the baby Jesus  
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Joseph didn’t just obey one of the commands or most of the commands, he 

was faithful to do everything God told him to do. And he didn’t wait til he 

felt like doing it or procrastinate and put it off. He acted immediately.  

 

And one more thing: by the time all this happened Mary’s pregnancy was 

already evident and thus public knowledge. Joseph could have hesitated in 

obeying knowing that some people were going to gossip and assume that 

he had gotten her pregnant.  

 

Or they might assume that if he hadn’t that someone else had. Either way, 

Joseph was willing to accept the possible social stigma that came with 

marrying Mary during her pregnancy because he trusted God and obeying 

God wasn’t optional for Joseph, it was a way of life.  

 

That’s what it means to be a righteous person, you obey God even when it’s 

inconvenient. Even when it might bring personal loss. Even if there’s a cost. 

A sure sign of spiritual maturity is full obedience to all that God has 

commanded – and that’s found in His Word.  

 

When it comes to the birth of Jesus, besides Jesus Himself, Mary gets most 

of the headlines. But Matthew’s gospel gives us some inside perspective on 

Joseph. Joseph wasn’t his father, God was.  

 

But he was his stepfather and he was the kind of man Jesus would need as a 

human role model of what a righteous and obedient father is like. Joseph 

wasn’t ruled by fleshly desires or ego but by his commitment to be like God 

in righteousness, mercy, grace, love and in obedience.  
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Joseph was sensitive to God’s guidance as well as willing to do God’s will 

even if it meant potential harmful consequences to himself. So what 

happened to Joseph?  

 

Scripture doesn’t really say. The last time Joseph is mentioned is when Jesus 

was 12 years old when he and Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem on their annual 

pilgrimage to the temple.  

 

The Bible indicates that by the time Jesus died on the cross Joseph was 

probably no longer alive. But you can sure that his legacy of righteousness  

impacted Jesus and the rest of their family for generations to come.  

 
 

 


