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Chapter 11

This chapter continues with the contrast between the righteous and the wicked.  Chapters 11-13 deal very closely with the same subjects.  The ways of the righteous will lead to God’s protection, joy, and blessings, but wickedness leads to trouble, shame, and poverty.  

Verse 1: You may have heard the story of the butcher that had only one chicken left in his shop.  A woman came in and asked for a chicken.  The butcher weighed the chicken out for the woman only for her to say to him she wanted one that weighed a bit more.  The butcher went to the back and then returned to the counter with the same chicken, only this time putting his thumb on the scale a bit.  To his surprise the woman said that she would not take a chance on not having enough food for her party and requested that he give her both chickens.   

This verse is so self-explanatory. God loves honesty and he abhors cheating.  Honesty defines a man’s character.  Period!

Hebrew:  
· False: mirmah: deceptive, crafty, false, guile, subtly, treachery.  
· Balance or scales: mo'zen- balances.  To weigh, a pair of scales. 

The exact opposite is said of the righteous scales.  They are shalam or friendly, just, peaceable and whole.  Solomon says this gives God a delight in His child.  Do you want to give God a delight or joy?  Then be honest and have balanced scales.  

Illustration:  When Abraham Lincoln was in the grocery business in his young manhood, he once noticed that he had charged the customer six cents too much on a bill of goods. That night, after he had closed the store, Lincoln walked three miles to the home of the person he had shortchanged and returned to the 6 cents. Late one evening he waited on a woman who wanted a half pound of tea. Next morning he noticed a six ounce weight on the scale. He immediately closed the store and delivered to her tea to compensate for the error. Many such incidents in his life won for him the affectionate title of “Honest Abe.”  

Prov 16:11
11 Honest scales and balances are from the Lord;
all the weights in the bag are of his making. 
NIV

~ Latin Proverb: “A jug is never carried under one’s coat for an honest reason.”  

~ George Washington: “I hope I shall possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain what I consider the most enviable of all titles, the character of an honest man.”

~  Ralph Waldo Emerson: “The louder he talked of his honor, the faster we counted our spoons.”

Verse 2:  Pride and humility are worlds apart.  Humility is a characteristic we admire in others, but we seldom try to produce it in our own lives.  The causes of pride and arrogance are many and often times hard to identify.  One such case is low self-esteem.  People try to build themselves up with fabrications and can never accept the reality that they did not succeed at something.  

Many times people will live with pride to prove a parent wrong or to try to remove some criticism from others.  Humility takes care of all these situations.  Wisdom is given to those that are humble.  The humble are always learning from mistakes while the prideful don’t admit to the failure in the first place.  

“Lord…where we are wrong, make us willing to change, and where we are right, make us easy to live with.”  Peter Marshall

“Too many people climb onto the cross merely to be seen from a greater distance, even if they have to trample somewhat on the one who has been there so long.”  Albert Camus

Pride is so powerful that it has arisen to the number one reason for people going to hell.  Jerry Grey

Pride- disgrace
Humility- wisdom

Verse 3:  The righteous have a standard in their hearts.  It’s called integrity.  A man with integrity is guided by his standard of living.  Solomon has recognized that righteous people operate differently in life due to their moral compass.  The Hebrew for “guide” here means “govern” (Nachah). 

The NIV poorly translates the latter part of verse 3.  The word duplicity is actually perverseness. What guilds the unrighteous? He is lead in different direction or he is crooked in his life because he has no moral compass.  When a situation arises that requires a correct decision for God, he is found lacking. The ESV translated perverseness as crookedness. Susan Ashton has a song that describes this crooked man to a tee.  I like this song.  It has a great beat to it as well. 

Susan Ashton 
Crooked Man
So cold, touch his heart and there's a chance you could freeze 
Steel soul, keep your distance or be ready to bleed 
He was good at the bait and hook 
He was really good at push and shove 
He believed in "whatever it took" 
And whatever it took, it was never enough. 

Well there was a crooked man and he walked a crooked mile 
Lived a crooked life behind a crooked smile 
Goodness, like an arrow, lodges where it can 
But it never pierces the heart of a crooked man. 

Justify, when justice wouldn't pay the toll 
Subtle lies, when the truth was better half than whole 
Driven by an insatiable lust 
For power that was just out of reach 
Living on an illusion of trust 
With a steady dose of control and greed. 

Some life, nobody came to say goodbye 
Slow ride, for the author of his own demise 
No one had much good to say 
Some were glad that he was finally gone 
His legacy was cold and gray 
Like the mocking words that were carved in stone...
Verse 4:  Wealth is good for most things, but in the end when we stand before God, our finances will not matter much.  A righteous man will be delivered from eternal death.  We should actually note here that death does not mean nonexistence.  Solomon is speaking of the day when a man will be separated from God for eternity.  Death will be an eternal life without life, light and hope.  Righteousness brings us to eternal bliss with Christ.  

Wealth cannot stop a fire, hurricane, or tsunami.  But come what may, the righteous have eternal life.  The righteous also have a God that is near in the day of calamity.  Neither will your wealth will  buy you one second of time in heaven nor one second out of hell.  
Gen 7:1
 The Lord then said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation. 
NIV

Prov 10:2
2 Ill-gotten gains do not profit anyone,
but righteousness rescues from death. 
HCSB

Verse 5-6:  In Genesis 6:9 we are told of Noah who was a righteous and blameless man.  When the scripture speaks of blamelessness it is not saying sinlessness.  Noah and others in the bible are not sinless but walking in the favor of God.  Verse 6 echoes this same principle.  Righteousness has its blessings but the wicked live their life without discipline and unfaithfulness.  It brings them down. Both verses have a divine conjunction in them… but!  Notice the contrast.  Verse 6 reminds me of James and his assessment of our sin and lust (s. James 1:14-15).

Verse 7:  The wicked have hopes and dreams in this world but the righteous have hope beyond the grave.  How sad to have hope in this life only. The Christian knows that the best is yet to come.  Note these perspectives of death and notice the differences.  
Proverbs 14:32
 “The wicked is overthrown through his evildoing,
but the righteous finds refuge in his death.”
ESV

“Good-by world… Good-by to clicking clocks… and Mama’s sunflowers… and food and coffee. And new-ironed dresses and hot bathes… and sleeping and waking up. Oh earth, you are too wonderful for anybody to realize you.”  Thornton Wilder
 
Psalm 37:37
“Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace.”
KJV

“To die is to land on some distant shore.”
John Dryden
“All publicity is good, except an obituary notice.”
Brendan Behan

Psalm 116:15
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.”
KJV

1 Timothy 6:7
“For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.”
KJV

Hebrews 9:27
“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.”
KJV

“Death always waits.  The door of the hearse is never closed”
Joseph Bayly… The View from the Hearse

“Death may be the King of terrors… but Jesus is the King of Kings.”
D. L. Moody

“Truth sits on the lips of dying me.”
Matthew Arnold

“I am ready to meet God face to face tonight and look into those eyes of infinite holiness, for all my sins are covered by the atoning blood.”
R. A. Torrey

Verse 8:  The distribution of grace is never easy to understand.  There are times that God delivers the righteous from trouble and there are times when we see the obvious fortune of the wicked.  Just remember that Satan blesses his people as well.  Wicked blessings keep men trapped in sin.  When the righteous meet tribulation there is always the hand of God behind it and it produces holiness and eternal gain (s. Psalm 73).

Proverbs 24:19-20
“Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou envious at the wicked; for 

there shall be no reward to the evil man; the candle of the wicked shall be put out.”
KJV

Verse 9:  Shame and reproach have been brought to many men of good character due to the mouths of the wicked.  The godless love to destroy the character and witness of good people.  This is pure slander.  The only man that slanders is the man who has no reputation to begin with.  If he is found out to have lied… he cares not because he has no reputation to protect anyway.  

God on the other hand, will bring out the knowledge of the activity of the slanderer.  There is the truth of biblical retribution at work here.  Most times slander gets out and is traceable. Why?  Because gossips and slandering men can’t keep their mouths shut.  They have mouths that are controlled by Satan himself.  James says they are “set on fire by hell.”  

Verse 10:  We have seen this in so many situations nationally and locally.  We always hold out hope for honest leaders and the fall of the wicked.  The Christians in America are holding out hope and praying that President Trump will follow the spiritual leaders that God has place in his administration.  We are praying for holiness, honesty, strength, respect for the unborn, and the fear of God to infiltrate our government again.  There is no doubt that a great measure of holiness has returned.  Trump is not our Lord or Saviour, but it is refreshing to have Christians and common sense be protected again.  Those of us who love righteousness will thrive as this verse says.  God can, and has the right, to use whomever He chooses. 

Verse 11:  The community will be blessed through godly leadership and the wicked will exploit the poor.  The overflow of a godly man blesses others.  The wicked, however don’t recognize where their blessings originate.  May God build up our cities and bring revival to our land.  Our beautiful cities in America are in disarray.  The stench of sin, death, drugs, prostitution, corruption, and perversion has destroyed the most beautiful cities in the world.  The Mayors and Governors of many of our cities and states have sinned before the Lord and allowed their streets to be filled with needles and feces.  What a disgrace!  May the Lord bring about godly leadership so that we may see the blessings of God return.  

Verse 12:  There is no sense in stirring up trouble with a neighbor.  Live and let live is the best policy.  The Hebrew says here that a man who is void of understanding keeps something stirred up.  To hold the tongue is a grand spiritual virtue.  Living with neighbors well is like being married. You must learn to live with some differences so that peace can reign. If you have not witnessed to your neighbor and shared your Christian beliefs with him, don’t let a complaint be your first communication.   

Prov 14:21
21 He who despises his neighbor sins,
but blessed is he who is kind to the needy. 
NIV

Verse 13:  This may be one of the best verses in proverbs.  The true test of friendship, trust and godly character, is right here.  To me… this is the greatest test of friendship and character.  The Hebrew calls the gossip a talebearer.  A person has trusted you with sensitive information and you betray them.  Not good!  To conceal or hide a matter is spiritual.  I pray God gives you friends that can hold their tongues… and you as well. 

Thy friend has a friend, and thy friend’s friend has a friend; be discrete.”
The Talmud

“Methodist Evangelists Sam Jones said he knew a woman with a tongue so long that she could sit in the parlor and lick the skillet in the kitchen.”  

Illustration:  Let me illustrate the necessity of trustworthiness.  A gossip is a stupid person.  They never learn that when you gossip, or just run someone else down, that the people you talk about will find out.  You know why?  Because God said He would reveal it.  People say things to my best friends at times and think I will never find out about it.  Strange.  Two thoughts on that.  First, I am inclined to think they are just that stupid.  If you don’t like the word stupid, know this, it’s biblical. The Greek word happens to be moros (moron). Second, they are sending me a message.  If they are sending a message it means that they are afraid to speak directly to me (or you) about the problem.  They may just be trying to cause you harm too.  It’s painful to think that people would try to hurt the body of Christ in this way.  

The scripture says a gossip will betray you.  You can be in an 40 acre open field, ten miles away from anything or anybody, and slander an innocent man, and it will get back to him.  Why?  God does it.  This is how God works.  People slander WBC, the pastor or its members.  They go to a restaurant and sit at the table and run the church down.  What they don’t know is the waitress is a friend of mine.  She just listens.  They have no idea they may as well be talking to me.  Every time we slander a soul, we slander someone that somebody loves.  Keep it to yourself.  Don’t slander people just because they sin differently than you do. 

Lev 19:15-16
15 "'Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 

16 "'Do not go about spreading slander among your people.
"'Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor's life. I am the Lord. 
NIV

Verse 14:  In 1 Kings 12 Rehoboam makes a decision to take the bad counsel.  It cost him dearly and the people suffered for it.  In 1 Kings 3 Solomon asked for wisdom from God and chose to listen to advisors.  Although Solomon did not always heed the advice given, he at least sought it.  

The nation that does not seek proper advice will suffer.  Today our government is running rampant with stupidity.  Our leaders don’t seek advice from the people. As a matter of fact they think we need to just let them think for us.  We have fallen.  The voice of the people is not heard in these days. 

I also think that the voice of the godly church needs to be heard.  The people of God always get it right when we seek the Lord.  It is also proper and wise to get advice from many sources.  Solomon says seek many advisors.  Make sure that the reservoir is also clean before you draw from the well.  A sinful heart gives sinful advice.  An uncommitted heart gives wayward advice.  A biased heart gives misguided advice.  Make sure that the place from which you get advice is from godly counsel.  

Heb: tachbulah- Wise counsel, guidance, plan, management.
Heb: teshuw`ah- Safety, deliverance, salvation, victory.

If the counsel you receive is wise and godly, it can lead to salvation and victory.  Without proper counsel you will fall (naphal)- fall, die, be cast down, overthrown, overwhelmed or perish.  

Verse 15:  (cf., 6:1-3)- Here we must not exclude the good nature of benevolence in our hearts.  God does not intend for us to be cruel and never give to the poor or help those in need.  However, Solomon is not speaking about benevolence totally.  He refers to putting up a pledge or security.  Now, each one of us has signed a note for a family member or a friend.  We have also all been burned.  Sometimes it works out and sometimes it doesn’t, and we lose friendship and relationship with family.  The advice is good but who can avoid the security for a daughter or son that is in need.  I say it may be one of the pieces of advice Solomon gives us we may never take.  Solomon is correct though… if you put up security, you will most likely suffer the loss of funds.  I rarely get paid back.  My rule is this… “If you don’t have it to give, don’t loan it.” I do this so that I am never putting my family and friends in servitude.  

Prov 22:7
7 The rich rule over the poor,
and the borrower is servant to the lender. 
NIV

Verse 16:  Write the name of a kindhearted woman in this space… 
________________.  Do you respect her?  Surely you do.  The Proverb is true.  Why do you respect her?  

Do you know a ruthless man?  Write his name in this pace… ______________.  Does he have more wealth than respect?  It is better to have respect than wealth.  A poor godly man is preferred over the wealthy ruthless man.  A living dog is better than a dead lion (Eccl. 9:4).

Eccl 9:4
4 Anyone who is among the living has hope—even a live dog is better off than a dead lion! 
NIV

Heb: chen- gracious, favor, kindness, pleasant, precious.   These virtues bring honor.  

Verse 17:  Some people are naturally kind.  Some are naturally mean.  Cruelty has no place in the heart of God’s people.  This Proverb gives us several great words.  

The kind man brings about checed which speaks of favor, kindness and mercy.  This Hebrew word is often used to refer to the love, mercy and kindness of God.  This is really grace.  Grace is what comes forth from a gentle heart.  When we have the right to be forceful and we choose to be gentle.  I love the NT equivalent of this word.  (The following are comments from my Philippians bible study notes.)

Philippians 4:4-5
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness (kindness, grace) be evident to all. The Lord is near.” 
NIV

· Scholars have had a very difficult time translating the word epieikes. Paul says that we are to let our gentleness be known to all.  Lightfoot says that it is reasonableness in judging. The word signifies a humble, patient steadfastness, which is able to submit to injustice, disgrace, and maltreatment without hatred and malice, trusting God in spite of it all (Riennecker, p. 560). 
· One of the earliest uses of the word is by Homer. He used it to mean equitable, mild, gentle or fair. The truth is that we have no real English equivalent. 
· I like what Barclay says about the word. He notes that the Greeks explain the word as something better than justice. “There may be individual instances where a perfectly just law becomes unjust or where justice is not the same thing as equity.” A man has epieikeia (gentleness) when he knows not to apply the strict letter of the law and allows mercy instead of allowing justice to punish. (In Loc. Note Barclay comments on p. 76. 
· Matthew 7:1 tells us that as we judge others we will be judged the same way that we judge. Where would we be without the mercy of Christ?
· Why should we have this kind of gentleness? Because the Lord is near.  Paul is saying this in response to the argument that the ladies in the church were having. Be gentle to each other. Let this mercy reign instead of the letter of the law… why? Because Jesus is near and He will soon judge you as well. How do you want to be judged? With justice or mercy? Solomon says a kind man benefits himself.  

The contrast that Solomon gives is from the cruel man.  The Hebrew actually reads like this… “The kind man brings mercy to his soul.  The cruel man stirs up trouble in his own flesh.”  Solomon makes sure we understand the difference between nurturing the soul and troubling the flesh.  Do we need say more?  Kindness is preferred. Be nice and others will be nice too.
Matt 5:7
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
NIV
A cruel man will not get grace or kindness in return.  When we are cruel we get what’s coming to us. The world calls this Carma, we call it bible teaching.   

Verse 18:  We are to glean from Solomon stability of heart as we look at the prosperity of the wicked.   The wicked do prosper, and they do get paid, but what are they receiving?  They get what they work for, which is worldly riches.  What do the righteous get?  We get rewards.  I would much rather get mercy as a reward than to receive justice as my just wage.  Trust God and wait until the dust settles.  He will give you an eternal reward.  As Christians, we will get what we have not worked for.  If you become ungrateful and mean you will lose it.

Josh 24:11-13
11 "'Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into your hands. 12 I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you — also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 13 So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.' 
NIV

1 Corinthians 4:5
“Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.” 

Our rewards need to be spiritual so that we're not working for empty wages. Nothing that is done in this world for worldly causes will be rewarded in heaven. We must sow in righteousness and receive a true reward.

Verse 19:  The key to verse 19 rest in the Hebrew word for steadfast or pursue. The NIV uses attain. The contrast is obvious in the two lives.  The righteous man continues on the path or continues in the struggle to be a godly man.  We call this the perseverance of the Saints.  A characteristic of saved people is their perseverance… even in sin.  They work through it and seek righteousness.  

The man doomed to death has no energy for righteous living.  He has no restraint or striving in his life for holiness. His energy is focused on wicked living.  He will find death. (s. James 1:13-16).

Rom 6:22-23
22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
NIV

James 1:15
15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
NIV

Verse 20:  Any time that we see a passage that tells us how to delight the Lord that we love, we are to learn it and incorporate it into our lives.  A perverse heart is an abomination. Here are three translations to this verse.  The literal translation of the first part of this verse is this: “Those of a froward heart are an abomination to the Lord, but He delights in in those who have blameless ways.”  

Prov 11:20
20 They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the LORD: but such as are upright in their way are his delight.
KJV

Prov 11:20
20 The Lord detests men of perverse heart
but he delights in those whose ways are blameless. 
NIV

Prov 11:20
20 Those of crooked heart are an abomination to the Lord,
but those of blameless ways are his delight.
ESV

Heb: Froward- `iqqesh:  Froward, crooked, perverse, distorted, or false.  
The lost person has no idea that they are distorted and crooked.  
Verse 21:  We are to always remember in the difficulty of this life that those who oppress us will not go unpunished.  There is a day of wrath and a day of judgment coming.  Bank on it.  As a matter of fact it is already here.

“I shall tell you a great secret, my friend. Do not wait for the last judgment, it takes place every day.”  
                          Albert Camus (French Author)

Alistair Cooke the British American journalist records this historical event.  The time was the 19th of May 1780.  The place was Hartford Connecticut. The day has gone down in New England history as a terrible foretaste of Judgment day.  For at noon the skies turned from blue to grey and by mid-afternoon had blackened over so densely that, in that religious age, men fell on their knees and begged a final blessing before the end came.  The Connecticut House of Representatives was in session at the time.  And as some of the men fell down and as some clamored for an immediate adjournment, the speaker of the house, one Colonel Davenport, came to his feet.  He silenced them and said these words: “The day of judgment is either approaching or it’s not.  If it is not, there is no need for adjournment.  If it is, I choose to be found doing my duty.  I wish therefore that candles be brought”  
(Great Quotes and Illustrations, Sweeting.  s.v. Judgment). 

Judgment day for the Christian is a day of freedom!!!

Prov 16:5
5 The Lord detests all the proud of heart.
Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished. 
NIV

Nah 1:3
3 The Lord is slow to anger and great in power;
the Lord will not leave the guilty unpunished
NIV

2 Chron 24:20
20 Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood before the people and said, "This is what God says: 'Why do you disobey the Lord's commands? You will not prosper. Because you have forsaken the Lord, he has forsaken you.'" 
NIV
Prov 17:20
20 A man of perverse heart does not prosper;
he whose tongue is deceitful falls into trouble. 
NIV

Prov 28:13
13 He who conceals his sins does not prosper,
but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 
NIV

Verse 22:  Beauty is a gift from God as is intelligence and personality.  All these gifts should be used to bring glory to God.  As a gold ring is out of place in a pig’s snout so are beauty, intelligence, and personality given to a woman without discretion.  Misplaced beauty and wasted intelligence are a disgrace to the Lord.  Likewise these characteristic may apply to men as well.  Strength and vitality are wasted on the unrighteous man.  The beauty of the woman and the handsomeness of the man may be the very thing that causes them to fall prey to wickedness.   

The appearance can be ruined when the mouth speaks profanity and evil deeds pour forth.  “Your beauty can take you where your character can’t keep you.”  A handsome man with poor morals will use his good looks for an ungodly advantage.  

God looks on the heart.  Man looks at the outward appearance buy God knows what’s on the inside.  People are superficial; God is not.  God is not fooled by our games we play.  

Ps 51:6
6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 
NIV

My thoughts have always been this… “Godliness is attractive.”

1 Sam 16:7
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." 
NIV
1 Peter 3:3-5
3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. 5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. 
NIV

Greek: The hidden beauty of a person is called by Petter the krupto (kruptos).  We get our word cryptic from this word.  Truly the inner beauty of a person that is holy is cryptic to the lost.  The inner person is what’s most important.  Peter calls worldly beauty or temporary beauty fading by implication.  Peter says our inner beauty should be of the non-corruptible kind or an unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit.  Peter uses the word aphthartos, which means undecaying or un-corruptible. This is the word for immortal.   Immortal beauty is spiritual and not temporal and fading.   

Hebrew: Good sense, discretion: ta`am- discretion, judgement, reason, advice, taste, behavior, and understanding.  Beauty without discretion or good taste is like a gold ring in a pig's nose. 

Verse 23:  The righteous have been given their desires from God.  He will give the Christian the right desires and motives.  Therefore, He will fulfill those desires for the good.  The unrighteous contrive their own desires and hopes.  He lives for himself and lives a selfish life.  His desires end in wrath.  

Ps 37:3-6
3 Trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
4 Delight yourself in the Lord
and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
5 Commit your way to the Lord;
trust in him and he will do this: 
6 He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn,
the justice of your cause like the noonday sun. 
NIV

Prov 10:28
 The prospect of the righteous is joy,
but the hopes of the wicked come to nothing. 
NIV

Prov 11:7
7 When a wicked man dies, his hope perishes;
all he expected from his power comes to nothing. 
NIV

Verse 24:  This verse is one that I often use on cards and letters to friends and those who have done something nice for others.  This is the biblical law of the harvest at work.  So many give that have nothing to give and God gives it back a hundred fold.  Some withhold who could give without a strain and do so for no reason. The law of the harvest tells us that to withhold for no reason leads to poverty.  Psalm 112 is a picture of verse  24 and 25.  

Ps 112
Blessed is the man who fears the Lord,
who finds great delight in his commands. 
2 His children will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches are in his house,
and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,
for the gracious and compassionate and righteous man. 
5 Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely,
who conducts his affairs with justice. 
6 Surely he will never be shaken;
a righteous man will be remembered forever. 
7 He will have no fear of bad news;
his heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 
8 His heart is secure, he will have no fear;
in the end he will look in triumph on his foes. 
9 He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor,
his righteousness endures forever;
his horn will be lifted high in honor. 
10 The wicked man will see and be vexed,
he will gnash his teeth and waste away;
the longings of the wicked will come to nothing. 
NIV

The word for withholds (HCSB) here is chasak, which refers to hinder, forbear, holdback, assuage, to keep back, punish or refrain.  I sense that there may even be some underlying revenge or hostility in the heart of the person or people that withhold blessings or fail to give when prompted by God.  


Verse 25:  Generosity brings prosperity.  Refreshing comes from refreshing others.  How often have we been in a deep depression and God led us out of it through the path of generosity to others?  We become energized as we give and serve our brothers.  Generosity refreshed both the giver and the receiver. With the gift of Christ, God displayed himself as the greatest giver in history and revealed His most compassionate eternal attribute in giving.  If you desire to be like God then be a giver.

The generous person is not like the person in verse 24.  The generous person will be enriched.  The literal translation could be translated this way… “The liberal soul shall be made fat, and he that watereth shall himself be watered.”  I like that.  Christians know that as they give to others they shall receive blessings.  God can make all grace abound towards us.  Could it be that Jesus was referring to this Proverb when He sent the 12 out to do ministry?  

Matt 10:42
42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."
NIV

Are you a generous person?  Solomon says we will be enriched if we are generous.  The word generous here is berakah.  This refers to prosperity or blessings.  Are you a blessing with your prosperity?  Have you ever wondered why God allowed you to be prosperous?  To be generous is to be enriched (dashen), which refers to the fat of the sacrifice.  This is to fatten, satisfy, anoint, to make fat.  Could Paul have been thinking of Solomon’s words when he spoke of giving to the Corinthians?  Here is a direct quote from Psalm 12 that I just quoted in verse 24.  

2 Cor 9:7-9
7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:

"He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever." 
NIV

Luke 6:38
38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
KJV

As a believer and representative of Jesus on this earth, be generous. You should do things for others.  Be nice. Be giving. Buy someone’s lunch occasionally if you have the funds.  No great financial loss has to be made to be generous.  Many of the smallest acts, timely done for me, over forty years of ministry, were the most meaningful.  While I am here, let me say thank you to all my precious sheep who have been so kind and generous to me over these years.  You are so important to me and have enriched my life greatly.  At times, literally, just a cup of water, but so timely and important to me.  

Verse 26:  Each person that holds the gospel in his bosom, without telling a soul, is hording the grain.  We may apply this verse a thousand ways.  Solomon is centered on the idea of generosity in these few verses. What does it take for a Christian to hoard the grain of salvation.  How can a Christian hoard the good things of God when we are eternally engrafted into the artesian well of life?  We would call a pharmaceutical company that has a cure for a disease despicable if we found out they had a cure for a disease and not put the cure on the market.  In fact, many do feel that way now because they believe that may actually be the case.  James tells us not to be so stingy.  James uses this dilemma to teach a lesson on faith.  

James 2:15-17
15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,
16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?
17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
KJV
James 4:17
17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
KJV

Sell the grain church, sell the grain.  

2 Cor 9:8-13
8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written,
 "He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever."
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11  You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 
ESV

Verse 27:  A true test for the righteous is this… do you seek the good or do you seek evil.  Good comes to the one who seek good.  If you look for evil you can find it easy enough.  The country boy said, “lead me not into temptation cause I can find it by myself.”  Can I say right here, “Just mind your own business.” You can keep yourself out of a lot of trouble if you just keep quiet and keep moving.  The word for favor here is ratsown.  This means favor, delight, pleasure, and grace.  That’s a lot better than trouble (ra`a, or ra`). This is adversity, calamity, exceedingly great grief, harm, heavy, noisome, wretchedness, vexation, worse, and mischief.  Is this what you want?   

Now the Hebrew word for searches actually means- search diligently.  Shachar is the word and it refers to rising early in the morning.  In other words, you have some searching to do, so you get after it early, at sunrise.  It’s translated as exceedingly or diligently here.   The people that look for trouble do it with great diligence.  Do you know folks like this?  Instead of favor and delight they enjoy vexation and trouble.  It really is sick. 

Ps 7:14-16
14 He who is pregnant with evil
and conceives trouble gives birth to disillusionment. 
15 He who digs a hole and scoops it out
falls into the pit he has made. 
16 The trouble he causes recoils on himself;
his violence comes down on his own head. 
NIV

Ps 32:7
7 You are my hiding place;
you will protect me from trouble
and surround me with songs of deliverance.
NIV

Prov 24:1-2
 Do not envy wicked men,
do not desire their company; 
2 for their hearts plot violence,
and their lips talk about making trouble. 
NIV

Prov 19:23
23 The fear of the Lord leads to life:
Then one rests content, untouched by trouble
NIV

Verse 28:  Here is another great contrast in God’s economy.  The gifts of God are for His benefit, not ours.  Putting trust in beauty, riches, and power is fatal.  Those who thrive will be those who are receiving nourishment from a hidden source.  God feeds the righteous and they flourish like a green leaf.  The five sins of a greedy man are sin, self, sloth, sex, and silver.  Chuck Swindoll calls this fame, fortune, power, and pleasure. 

 Money, pleasure, power, and hedonism are impossible gods to serve.  All of the worldly “gods” we serve can vanish in a moment.  Living for the eternal and being grounded in spiritual nourishment is safe and productive.  Money is lost or spent.  Beauty fades.  Power dwindles away.  Our bodies get sick and age steals vitality.  In the end, salvation and a spiritual foundation are needed for eternal life.  Without Jesus, nothing matters.  Don’t trust in riches. 



Note the contrast:
HB: Fall- naphal, to be cast down, to cease, fall, die, perish, judged, or be overwhelmed.   
HB: Flourish- parach, to break forth as a bud, to spread the wings, to fly, to bloom, blossom, bud or break forth.  (NIV- thrive).  

Verse 29:  The one who neglects his own spiritual life will surely neglect the spiritual life of his family.  The word household or family may also be translated temple.  There are those that simply have a sinful gene in them that causes them to stir up trouble in their own lives, their own families, and in their own church.  The wind is a poor inheritance (Ec. 5:16).  Wow, what a picture. Those who inherit the wind have nothing.  They are empty souls.  How sad when they could have the blessings of God.  They end up as fools who serve the wise. They could build the kingdom but destroy it due to personal preference and just pure meanness.  

Verse 30:  I have often said, and have said from my pulpit in recent days, that the gossip, slanderer, evil people, the wicked, and the backslider, could solve a lot of their problems by getting right with God and by directing their unholy energy towards winning souls for the kingdom.  I have never known a soul winner that was a gossip. Those who produce spiritual fruit don’t have time for such foolishness. 

The righteous produce trees of life. Think of this phrase for a moment- “Tree of life.”  Where have you seen or heard of the tree of life? How important is the tree of life?  The tree of life is associated with salvation and eternal life.  That makes this verse extremely important.  The Christian produces spiritual fruit that helps people find eternal life.  That’s pretty special.  

Likewise violence takes place in the life of the wicked.  There is a difference in translation here due to manuscript validity.  Some translations (The Leningrad Codex) has “and he that winneth souls is wise.”  The HCSB has, “but violence takes lives.”  Nonetheless, the contrast is clear in the verse. The righteous bring life and the wicked bring death.  Our world is filled with violence. 

 Many political parties today believe in violence.  Our factions in government like division and hatred.  Class warfare and racial tension are promoted so the people of America will hate and not love. What a shame.  Instead of leadership in Washington, we have hate and violence.  With leadership comes responsibility.  Our leaders will be held accountable.     
Verse 31:  If judgment begins with the household of God how much more for the sinner.  It rains on the just and the unjust in their lives.  The unrighteous benefit from our godly living.  Our blessings flow into their lives even if they do not recognize it.  Likewise, “you don’t get the grace without the woodshed.”

HCSB uses the phrase, “will be repaid.”  The NIV says, “The righteous will receive their due.”  The KJV says, “The righteous will be recompensed.”  The Hebrew word is shalam, obviously a cognate of shalom.  This word means make amends, to be safe, peace, recompense, render, restitution, or reward.   Never fall prey to the thoughts of the culture that say God does not care or that God is not caring for the righteous. Our faith does not rest in circumstances.  Our faith is in Jesus Christ and His Word.  

Solomon says, “How much more the wicked.”  Stand your ground and trust God.  Our rewards will come in God’s timing, and yes, even now.       

Solomon has given us a chapter full of comparisons and contrasts.  May we find ourselves in the favor of God and living in the shelter of His wings.  

1 Peter 4:17-18
17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And,
"If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 
NIV


