
one of the most fun nights of fellowship at New 
Hope. Don’t miss it!   
 

Sunday Morning, December 18  
The Children’s Christmas Program: Invite your 
friends and family to learn the Christmas story 

through the eyes of our  
Children’s program.  
 
Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 
On Christmas Eve @ 5:00 PM 
we will have our annual  
Christmas Eve Candlelight  
Service. One of the most  
beautiful views you will see in 
this church is a full sanctuary 
of people signing Silent Night 
as we each light a Christmas 
candle.  
 

Sunday, December 25 
We will have a Christmas morning devotional 
worship service at 10:00 AM. This service will have 
an abbreviated time of worship and message for 
those who are able to join us.  

It’s that time of year, when the world falls in 
love, every song you hear seems to say…

Merry Christmas! 

 I always look forward to Christmas 

time at New Hope. We do 
our best to decorate the 
church with the sights and 
sounds of Christmas, and 
people of all ages are given 
an opportunity to celebrate 
the birth of our Lord through 
Christmas plays, dances, 
and fellowship meals. Here 
is a list of what will be  
happening this month. We 
would love to see you so we 
can celebrate Christmas  
together! 
 

Sunday Evening, December 11 
A Night of Christmas 
A one-hour Christmas concert that begins at 6:00 
PM. Doors open at five and the lobby comes to 
life with appetizers and Christmas treats. This is 

—Pastor Josh Huisman 
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 I’m not sure if you’re aware of 
this, but we have a youth building on 
our property that has defied the laws 
of physics for quite some time. I’m  
joking, but for several years we have 
marveled as to how the sagging roof 
of the youth building has withstood 
the elements. We have used  
“band-aids” and “duct tape” to make 
repairs for quite a while, but the time 
has come for a complete tear off and 
rebuild of the roof.  
 We have had engineering 
drawings completed for the  
renovation and correction of the roof 
and walls. We have also obtained a 
building permit from the city of  
Brentwood for the proposed 
work.  Currently we are working on 
getting final prices for labor and  
materials for the project.  None have 
been ordered at this time as the lead 
times are fairly quick these days, so 
we will move forward with ordering 
the material once the work is ready to 
begin. We believe the cost of this  
renovation will be between $35,000 
and $50,000, and those funds are  
currently available in our Building 
Maintenance Reserve, a church  
savings account that is overseen by 
New Hope’s Finance Team.  
 As of now, work is set to begin in 
January 2023.  The first step will be to 

Youth Building Project Set to Begin! 
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get a Pod or container of some sort in 
the parking lot to store all the  
furniture items from the building, and 
the High School ministry will begin 
meeting in a temporary space in the 
main facility until work is completed. 
Once everything is moved out of the 
building, the demo and construction 
will commence.   
 Special thanks to David Suggs, 
the project coordinator, and to Sean 
McDonald, our deacon over the  
Buildings and Grounds, for all the 
time and effort they are putting  
into this renovation. 
 We are excited to get this  
project started and completed so we 
can move on to our next renovation…
the Fellowship Hall Kitchen! 
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Josh 
  

Another Update!  
 

The Fellowship Team is proud to  

announce that Jan Harbor will take 

over as team leader as of January 1st! 
 

Thank you Jan!  



 Greetings and welcome to the  

Missions Spotlight area of the newsletter. As we 
begin December, the Prison Fellowship Angel 
Tree is in the gallery of the church. The team  
decided to go with the virtual tree again this year 
because of some concern with visiting homes at 
the time a decision needed to be made. The cost 
per child is the same as last year $25 and links can 
be found on the New Hope APP and website; just 
click on the Angel Tree icon and you will be there. 
Members of the Missions team will be in the Angel 
Tree area to answer any questions.  
 Our featured ministry for December is Chris 
Cecil. Chris and his wife Paula are New Hope 
members and when he wanted to work towards 
doing full time ministry the mission’s team and 
church came alongside him. Please enjoy the  
article he sent in.  
 In other updates, 
the war in Ukraine still 
rages on and both  
ministries are operating 
under sometimes dire  
circumstances, including 
limited electricity with 
missiles flying overhead 
at times.  
 Other missionary 
updates I’d like to share are that Chris and Tonya 
Blessing have been able to return for short visits to 
South Africa and Live Beyond just posted a new 
video recently in Haiti with Dr David Vanderpool. 
Pastor John George recently had a heart  
procedure here in Nashville. Having been around 
many of these people for a few years now my  
admiration and love for them and what they do is 
incredible. Please pray for their ministries, their 
safety, and finances they are all doing God’s work 
at a high level. 
 
Have a great holiday season! Merry Christmas! 
Randy Smith  
Mission’s Deacon 

 My name is Chris Cecil and God has 

called me to be a missionary to Muslims.  
Muslims are a people, in many ways different 
than us, but are called to the same purpose: 
to be followers of God's plan. 
 When God called me, I didn't hear His 
voice calling my name like Samuel did.  
Instead, the Holy Spirit led me to the Word of 
God. As I read the Word of God, there was a 
new stirring of my heart. That stirring began 
to change me and direct me. My eyes were 
opened to a new understanding of the Gospel 
as told through the Old testament stories and 
Prophets. Many of those stories took place in 
what is now modern day Iraq. God used those 
stories to prepare me. As I stepped out in 
faith and availability, God began to open 
doors and opportunities. I didn't have the 
skills or knowledge that I needed, but God  
began to surround me with the right people 
and connections, to train me and equip me,  
confirming His mission for me. When God sees 
a need in the community, He searches the 
hearts and minds for people who are  
available and willing to bring glory to God and 

Continued on next page 
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UCSA Pictured:  
a shelter for up to 150 
women and children  

 

Cecil Ministries  
Sharing the Love of Jesus in and 
Among the Muslim Community 
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not to themselves or anyone else. I  
didn't know how to do what he wanted but 
I stepped out in faith and availability. 
 The first call on me was a call to  
Himself. Before He could use me, He had to 
change me. I still don't understand why God 
would choose me. I didn't feel like I had  
anything to offer, but when God has a plan it's 
His plan for His purpose. The only thing I 
could offer was obedience. 
 Six years ago I had the opportunity with 
Scott Hord and a few others to go on an  
extreme missions trip to Peru. The plan was to 
take our backpacks and hike together to  
remote, unreached areas, high in the Andes 
mountains where the Quechua people lived. 
We got separated in the mountains the first 
day and I was left by myself with three local 
guides who didn't understand me. I felt like all 
was lost and I wouldn't be able to accomplish 
anything. We hiked for several hours and sat 
down on the side of a tall mountain  
overlooking many hills and valleys. The guides 
looked to me for direction and I had no idea 
what to say and they wouldn't have  
understood me if I did. I prayed that God 

would do it FOR me and that by His Spirit He 
would guide me. Then we got up and kept 
walking. 
 Over the next 7 days I saw the Kingdom 
of God come down and move on Earth in the 
hearts and minds of the Quechua people. In 
those high peaks of the Andes mountains I 
saw God move like a wind through an  
unreached people. He moved in dreams and 
in visions and in signs. ALL I did was show up 
and watch it happen. I don't think I have 
words to describe half of what God did on that 
mountain in Peru but I can tell you one thing. 
My heart was changed. He changed a heart 
of stone to a new heart; one that was filled 
with His desire for reaching the lost. His first 
calling on me was a calling unto Himself. 
 Soon after, God placed before me a  
devout Muslim man named Sadiq. I thought 
God just wanted me to change Sadiq, but  
instead, God wanted to change me by giving 
me compassion and understanding towards 
Muslims with a desire to share Jesus with 
them. 
 Over the last five years I have walked 
beside and walked through life with Sadiq 
and his family. We have spent those years 
seeking God together. Me as a Christian and 

Continued on Next Page 
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him as a Muslim. We have not only  
become close friends but I have been  
accepted into his personal life and the 
lives of his friends. 
 We have a group of over a dozen 
friends we call Shubub. They are all from 
Iraq except for me. We are all close and 
we meet together in their homes and at 
restaurants. I have been accepted as one 
of their own. This is an unusual thing 
among Muslims and I have been blessed 
with an acceptance where even their 
children call me Uncle. 
 Sadiq is very well 
known and influential in the 
Muslim Community. Our 
time together has opened a 
unique door into the inner 
circles and back room  
fellowships that few get to 
see. It is actually against 
their religion to sit and eat 
in these circles with a  
Christian but God has 
made a way! 
 This is the long game 
of building relationships. 
There are plenty of opportunities to hand 
out Bibles and tracts in front of the mar-
kets and mosque, and I do that as often 
as I can. I call it the life jacket approach. If 
you see someone drowning, you don't get 
to take the time to explain why your life 
jacket is better. You see someone 
drowning and you throw them a life  
jacket and you trust God that it will save 
them. With Muslims I have found that it 
is easy to quickly share the gospel and be 
rejected, but if you take the time to  
listen, you will eventually find a  
connection. It takes time to develop a 
good relationship. One where I can be 
trusted enough to be listened to and  
respected enough to be heard. 
 Everywhere I turn, God continues Continued on Next Page 

to open new doors because of those  
relationships. One of the friends in our group is 
Haider. Haider is a happy, robust guy who 
loves food. He has come to my house on many 
occasions and is known and loved by my  
family as well. A couple years ago I got a call 
from Haider that his house had burnt down 
during the night and he had lost every-
thing. My son Tristan and I went over and 
walked through the charred black remains of 
his house with him. We listened as he poured 
out his heart and we saw his needs. Because 
of the support of the church, I was able to offer 

to meet whatever needs he had. 
The Muslim Community did not 
show up - his friends did not 
show up - the church showed 
up. Haider came to church the 
next Sunday, he came up to the 
front and all the men and boys of 
the church surrounded him and 
prayed for him. 
 A few months later I  
received a message on Facebook 
from someone in Baghdad Iraq. 
The message read: Mr Cecil- you 
don't know me but I am a friend 

of Haider…The message went on in detail to 
tell the story of his mother who had a crippling  
disease and how she had been bedridden for 
over 2 years. If she even tried to stand on her 
feet, her blood vessels would burst and she 
would bleed out. She was all he had in this 
world and he was afraid of losing her. He had 
heard how we had prayed for Haider and he 
asked if we could pray that Jesus would come 
and heal his mother; his life. So that only God 
would get the glory, I took it to the church. As 
a church, we gathered and prayed for  
Hussein's mother and we shared it by live 
stream so they could hear and see. Because of 
the faith Hussein placed in Jesus his mother 
was completely healed and the name of  
Jesus was proclaimed to all those around 
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them. Do you see 
how God works? The 
hand of God is not 
short and as we are 
faithful here, even in 
the small things, God 
can use those small 

things to do big things for us, even on 
the other side of the world. 
 I created a Facebook page to  
connect with the people in the  
Baghdad area of Iraq. On this page I am 
able to communicate the Gospel of  
Jesus in their own language. In less than 
6 months, this page grew to over 6,000 
followers. On this page I share scripture 
and videos in Arabic that share the  
gospel in Arabic. One of those videos of 
the Gospel has reached over 165,000 
people in Iraq. That's 165,000 people that 
may have never heard the gospel before. 
Every person who follows or friends the 
page is connected by messenger and 
they have the opportunity to connect  
privately one-on-one with me. Each  
person is sent more information about 
Jesus and there have been hundreds of  
conversations because of it. I also go to 
the Arabic markets in an area of  
Nashville called Little Kurdistan. I hand 
out Arabic Bibles and DVDs outside the 
markets and the mosque looking for 
conversations to happen with any who 
are willing. 
 Has the Holy Spirit begun to stir 
your heart? I know that God has called 
me, but I can’t do it alone—I need  
people who will partner with me. Some 
to go with me, some to pray for and  
encourage me, and some to support this 
mission. My name is Chris, and I am here 
today to intercede for the hearts of the 
Muslim people. Will you help me share 
Jesus with them? 
 

www.cecilministries.com 

 

 

“You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you so that you 

might go and bear fruit, fruit that 

will last.” John 15:16 

 

 As followers of Jesus Christ, we 

are called to make disciples and 

bear fruit, and no matter what the 

dynamics of your family are… it 

starts at home.  

 January 2023 New Hope  

Community Church will launch a 

new ministry called Hope at Home. 

Because we are a disciple making 

church, this ministry will exist to  

disciple families of all types and 

equip them to find hope in Jesus 

Christ inside the home. Hope at 

Home will have a physical location 

in our lobby beside the café with 

tangible ways to equip singles,  

couples, parents, and grandparents 

as they live out their faith in Christ 

inside their unique families.  

 This ministry will be led by  

myself and a team of volunteers  

under the leadership of Pastor Josh 

and our elders. Please join us in 

prayer as we begin this exciting 

journey to bring HOPE home.  

  

Blessings,  

Lauren Cochran  

http://www.cecilministries.com


is offered to your family by our church for FREE. I 
want to encourage you to take advantage of this.  
Here’s how: 
1. go on our church website: 

newhopechurchtn.org 
2. click watch (in the upper right corner) 
3. click on RightNow Media and fill in your name 

and email 
You will be emailed a login for RightNow Media. 
 My parents shaped my worldview into a 
Biblical worldview partly by monitoring what I 
watched and listened to. They watched a lot of 
history and even some Bible movies like Jesus of 

Nazareth and Ten 
Command-
ments.  In these 
times we are 
blessed with shows 
like The Chosen, 
and Drive Thru  
History with Dave 
Stotts, which offers 
archeological  
evidence that the 

Bible is true! Your children may complain about it 
now, but it will shape them for the rest of their 
lives. Children learn by connecting to what they 
know. If your children are listening to Bible lessons 
at church and home, but also watching movies 
that enforce those Bible lessons, your children will 
really begin to grasp God’s Word as a whole, and 
it will shape their worldview for the rest of their 
lives.   
 So, in all the wonder and fun old movies of 
Christmas, let’s make sure we’re immersing our 
children in God’s Word with all the senses he has 
given them, and with all the incredible tools that 
he has put at our fingertips. Your children,  
especially your middle schoolers, may groan. But 
do it anyway, it will pay off. I showed them Veggie 
Tales Jonah, and they groaned, but they ended 
up enjoying it!   (They won’t admit it though).  
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 Merry Christmas!! It’s December! Our 

lives are crammed with busy schedules, rushing 
around, shopping, cooking, decorating, and  
examining our budgets to see where we can 
find a few more dollars, right? It is also filled 
with beautiful lights and trees, tantalizing  
aromas, and delicious treats. It’s a feast for the 
senses! Last night my kids and I worked very 
hard “decking the halls” of our house, and today 
my feet hurt, but the memories we created are 
priceless. They excitedly dug through boxes  
finding decorations from years past, as well as 
books that we 
look forward to  
reading, and  
movies that we  
enjoy watching 
together every 
year.   
 I don’t think 
anyone would  
argue with me 
when I say that in 
most popular movies, even Christmas movies, 
you won’t find much about the Lord, the Bible, 
or church. I believe that we as parents need to 
make a conscious effort to find books and  
movies that direct our children to the true 
meaning of Christmas, which is the birth of our  
Savior. Last year Ms. Lauren gave each family in 
the children’s ministry a wonderful family  
advent devotional. Even when you think your  
children aren’t listening, by reading that  
together, you are setting an example and  
forming the good habit of reflecting on the true 
meaning of Christmas.   
 RightNow Media is brimming with Christ 
centered Bible Studies, children’s movies, reflec-
tions for Christmas (or any time of the year), 
even Drive Thru History: The Book of Luke, and it 

—Sarah Huisman 
It’s December! 



 

A Book You  

Should Read  

how relationships can be transformed by  
coming to terms with what sin, through 
powers, principalities and trauma, has 
stolen.  
 Villodas offers solutions on how to 
revive goodness, beauty, and kindness in 
our lives through contemplative prayer,  
humility, and cultivating what he calls a 
“calm presence”. Lastly, he reveals how 

the traits of healthy conflict, 
forgiveness and justice lead to 
wholeness and healing, but on-
ly when rooted in the ancient 
way of  
Jesus.  
 This book is a must read 
for any Christian looking to  
cultivate goodness, beauty and 
kindness in their home, family, 
friendships and church. I can’t 
assure you that you’ll be  

comfortable after reading it, but you will 
be challenged.  
 

—Karyn Perry 
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 When I closed this book after 

reading the last page, I thought to myself: 
finally. A book about Christian 
living that doesn’t negate the 
human experience of living in a 
fallen, broken world.  
 Too often, Christians are 
reduced to “meat suits”—a 
shell of a body with only a soul  
inside—robotically over-
spiritualizing everything into 
an emotionless oblivion. But 
how can we heal if we don’t 
acknowledge how we are 
wounded and how we wound others? In 
his book Good and Beautiful and Kind, 
Rich Villodas walks the reader through 

Create Hope Worship Christmas Album  

Celebrate this Christmas  
season with some songs  

recorded here at New Hope. 
The album will be on  

streaming services starting  
December 9th featuring  

three songs: 
 

• O Holy Night (Live) 
• Face of God (Live)  
• What Christmas Means  
 

Share the album with your 
friends and have a Merry 

Christmas!  


