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Come to Life 
This is what the Sovereign Lord says to 

these bones: I will make breath enter you, 
and you will come to life.  I will attach  

tendons to you and make flesh 
come upon you and cover you 

with skin; I will put breath in 
you, and you will come to life. 
Then you will know that I am 
the Lord.’” Ezekiel 37:5-6 (NIV) 

 

 The vision that God gave 

to the prophet Ezekiel was awe 
inspiring. The scene was so 
powerful in fact that Ezekiel 
didn’t really know how to  
respond when he saw the field 
of dry skeletons. By every single 
account known to man there is no way 
that dry bones can be brought back to 
life. But I have learned time and again 
that God often does His best work when 

we say there’s no way.  
 Before I became a pastor I often 
told my wife there was no way I would  

ever leave American soil. There 
was simply no desire in me to 
do any type of work for the Lord 
that required me to step out of 
my comfort zone, leave my 
family, and minister to people 
who didn’t speak my language. 
I believe I once told God it 
would never happen. Once I 
said it would never happen, it 
happened!  
 I have now had the honor 
of serving the Lord throughout 
the world and preaching the 

gospel of Jesus Christ in multiple  
countries. I am so glad I told God I would 
“never” do that. Let me give you some 
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free advice. If you want to book yourself a 
one-way ticket out of your comfort zone, 
using the word never and God in the 
same sentence will get you on that flight 
faster than you can blink. Why? Because 
never is a “dry bones” word, and God is in 
the business of making dry bones come 
alive. God breathes new life into dead  
situations.  
 
God can breathe new life into a failing marriage.  
God can breathe new life into a hurting family.  
God can breathe new life into a dying church.  

 
 Our Scripture today reminds us that 
God is fully capable of breathing life into 
hopeless situations. He showed Ezekiel 
what he was capable of, and I bet Ezeki-
el’s eyes were bugging out of his head 
when the dry bones began to click togeth-
er and the flesh and tendons connected 
and moved into place. God was saying, “I 
can do anything!” 
 Do you believe that God can make 

Come to Life, cont. from cover  
your dead situation come to life? Always 
remember, even if you’re feeling dead  
inside, God can breathe new life into your 
spirit. But then again, you may be thinking 
God would never do that in your 
situation.  Oops, I used that “never” word.   
Pray. Believe. And Trust in God, my friend. 
God is on the move.  
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, I pray that you would 
bring new life to my spirit every day. There 
are times when I feel empty and dead in-
side, but I know you have the ability to 
breathe new life into me. Help me to trust 
that you can do all things. And help me to 
know that never is a word that doesn’t ap-
ply to you.  
 

—Pastor Josh 
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New Song Spotlight: Same God 

 By now, you have probably heard the 

new song we are singing called “Same God” 
by Elevation Worship. This song has spoken to 
me as we have been preparing to lead you in 
worship using it. It talks about a few things 
that God did a long time ago, but with the 
constant reminder that he is the same God 
then, now and forever.  
 We need to look no further than  
Malachi 3:6 that says, "I the LORD do not 
change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are 
not destroyed.” While God’s people often 
would forget how He had provided and  
worship other idols instead, God remained 
committed to His covenant that He would 
provide for His people. God leaves it up to us 
to trust him and believe He will make a way 
for us through whatever struggles life may 
throw  our way.  
 Turning to the New Testament in 
James 1:2-4, it reads, "Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials 
of many kinds, because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces perseverance. 
Let perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.” The truth is that there will be hard 
times in life whether it is sickness, job loss or 
family issues, God does have a plan for your 
life and he wants to provide. The great joy is in 
the testimony we get to share after we have 
weathered the storm to give hope to others.  
 Where has God provided for you? Did 
you think of something? Now, go and tell 
somebody about it. He is the same God for 
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them in the middle of their trial as for you  
after your own. If you find yourself in the  
middle of something difficult, I would  
encourage you to reflect on these words and 
know that God is for you!   

—Sutton Porth 
I'm calling on the God of Jacob 
Whose love endures through generations 
I know that You will keep Your covenant 

I'm calling on the God of Moses 
The one who opened up the ocean 
I need You now to do the same thing for me 

O God, my God, I need You 
O God, my God, I need You now 
How I need You now 
O Rock, O Rock of ages 
I'm standing on Your faithfulness 
On Your faithfulness 

I'm calling on the God of Mary 
Whose favor rests upon the lowly (yes, it does) 
I know with You all things are possible 

I'm calling on the God of David (yes, I am) 
Who made a shepherd boy courageous 
I may not face Goliath 
But I've got my own giants 

O God, my God, I need You 
O God, my God, I need You now 
How I need You now, yeah 
O Rock, O Rock of ages 
I'm standing on Your faithfulness 
On Your faithfulness 

O God, my God, I need You (I need You Lord) 
O God, my God, I need You now 
How I need You now 
O Rock, O Rock of ages 
I'm standing on Your faithfulness 
On Your faithfulness 

How I need You Lord 
Never changing, no 

You heard Your children then 
You hear Your children now 
You are the same God 
You are the same God 

You answered prayers back then 
And You will answer now 
You are the same God 
You are the same God 
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unrest in Haiti, the LiveBeyond school is 
the only open school in our area. We 
offer classes starting in first grade and 
going through eleventh with 220  
students in our school. And we are 
thrilled that we now have an  
intramural soccer team. We provide all 
materials for our students, from  their 
uniforms to backpacks and all utensils 
used daily. 
 We invite your church to  
participate in our supply drive for the 
Mother & Child program and the 
LiveBeyond School. We have separate 
Amazon wishlists for each program, 
and we would be so grateful for any 
support. The deadline for the  
LiveBeyond Supply Drive is April 15th.  
 We are so grateful for you and 
your church and the incredible ways 
you are sharing the love of Jesus with 
others.  
 
Thank you for all that you do!  
Blessings, 
the LiveBeyond Team 
 

Update from The Lesnik’s: 
Half a step to the abyss. 
 
This is how I feel in 
Ukraine. Taking half a 
step in any direction is 
a abyss of a great need 
for every person.  
Wherever you go, you 
see displaced people, 
people who have lost their jobs, chil-
dren who have lost their parents, sol-
diers returning from the front, families 
who have lost their fathers, husbands, 
wives and children abroad. 
 

 Welcome to 
the Missions  
Spotlight for March. 
This month we are 
sharing updates we 
have received from 
two Ministries. First 

Live Beyond Haiti, shares how the 
Mother and Child Program along 
with Live Beyond School. We are al-
so sharing a heartfelt message from 
Ellina Lesnik with UCSA in Ukraine. It 
was one year ago Ukraine was  
attacked by Russia. The war  
continues today and Ellina shares 
what life is like and their ongoing 
outreach efforts. Please continue to 
pray for all the ministries New Hope 
Community Church send support to. 

 
—Randy Smith,  

Missions Deacon 
 

Update from Live Beyond:
 At LiveBeyond, we have been so 
grateful for the incredible ways the Lord 
has been moving in our Mother & Child 
program and the LiveBeyond School.  
 By the grace of God, our Mother & 
Child program has grown from 250 
women to 1,400 in the last two years. 
Our Haitian staff of doctors and nurses 
have done a fantastic job expanding 
and helping the pregnant women in 
our region. Each week, LiveBeyond pro-
vides medical care for the mothers and 
their babies, pre & postnatal education, 
a hot meal, and a week's worth ofnutri-
tious food. As you can imagine, it takes 
a lot to keep our clinic fully stocked with 
materials which can be especially diffi-
cult in such a remote area of Haiti like 
Thomazeau.  
 We have been so proud of the  
incredible strides made in the 
LiveBeyond school. Despite all of the  
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A big new attack from Russia - that's what 
all the news are talking about. A nuclear 
strike is possible.. An attack on Kyiv is  
possible. More families are leaving for other 
countries, and I don't know if we will see 
each other... 
 
Recently, I spoke with a friend who swore 
that she would not go, but they are leaving. I 
am often asked why I returned, having every 
opportunity to stay in the USA. I returned  
because this is God's will for me. Together 
with my husband, we find joy in serving the 
people around us. 
 
Last two weeks, we visited the displaced 
people in their rented apartments. Hearing 
each story - I am even more convinced that 
the  need here more than somewhere else. 
This Sunday, together with the refugees, we 
analyzed the parable of the sower. I asked 
them - what kind of soil are you? Everyone 
answered according to what they  
understood. One woman said she had never 
read the Bible like this. Having three  
degrees, another woman said that she  
constantly discovers new and unfamiliar 
things through our meetings. I see that the 
soil of their hearts is now very soft for the 
Word, they accept, rejoice that they  
understand and share with others. We  
continue to take care about 60 displaced 
persons. Pray that a new church will be 
formed with them. 
 
As the "We with Ukraine" fund, we continue 
to deliver food to 4 frontline regions:  
Kherson, Mykolaiv, Zaporizhzhia, and 
Kharkiv. In January of this year alone, we 
gave about 600 tons of food to IDPs,  
hospitals, homes for the elderly, boarding 
schools, heating points, etc in those regions. 
 

We helped insulate 200 houses, and  
another 200 families were given all the  
necessary materials for repairs. 
 
We do all this work together in partner-
ship with Samaritan's Purse, Convoy of 
Hope, and local churches. Because the 
light must shine to this world through 
the church. 
 
We sincerely thank you for your help in 
our ministry in Ukraine. May the Lord 
strengthen you and bless you. 
 
—Your Lesniks from Ukraine 
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The Jesus  
Revolution 

 Have you 

seen the trailer for 
this new movie in 
theaters?  It looks 
fabulous!! What 
caught my attention 
in the trailer is that 

they said the country was divided.  It 
was 1969.  This movie is a true story 
about the revival that swept the country 
and began in California. Would you say 
our country is divided now?  History can  
repeat itself!   
 When I watch this trailer,  
knowing about the excitement that is 
happening on campuses and among 
young people already, I am just thrilled! 
Lord, let it be that the revival repeats  
itself! I heard a story about 20 students 
walking and praying around Brentwood 
High School’s campus last week, two 
days in a row, before their play practice, 
right in our town.  Let that fire catch us 
too, and let us be praying for this fire to 
grow and catch on! 
 Have you prayed for God to work 
in our nation and change lives?  You 
probably have, as I have.  Sometimes we 
get weary, and we don’t see God at 
work, so we give up praying, or we forget 
to pray as often. Daniel 10:12-14 “Then he 
continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. 
Since the first day that you set your 
mind to gain understanding and to 
humble yourself before your God, your 
words were heard, and I have come in 
response to them. But the prince of the 
Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-
one days. Then Michael, one of the chief 

princes, came to help me, because I was 
detained there with the king of  Persia.” 
Wow! Daniel had been praying!  And an 
angel was on his way to help him, but he 
had to fight Satan for three weeks to get 
to Daniel!  Daniel had continued to pray, 
and Michael came to help the angel, and 
the angel finally got through to  
Daniel.  Let us not give up praying!  And as 
we see God working in our nation, let us 
pray all the more, because we know the 
enemy will be fighting against the spread 
of God’s kingdom.  He wants to keep Christ  
followers stale and ineffective.  
 Isaiah 43:19 ”See, I am doing a new 
thing! Now it springs up; do you not   
perceive it? I am making a way in the  
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” 
I can’t write this without inviting you to 
New Hope’s prayer times!  Please come 
and be a part of fighting the spiritual  
battle with fellow brothers and sisters, 
even if you can’t come every time.  Come 
when you can! 
•  

Tuesday mornings (Room 5) 9:30am-
10:30am-led by Sheri Hutchison 

•  
First Sunday Prayer (Room 4) 5:00pm-
6:00pm 

 
Please come even if you don’t want to pray 
aloud, you can pray silently along with 
those that are praying aloud. These is  
absolutely no pressure. Blessings to you as 
we watch God do a new thing to further 
his kingdom! 
 

—Sarah Huisman,  
Middle School Director 



 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

On Good Friday, April 7th: 

come and experience a theatrical  performance set to music,  

of the final week of Jesus’ life on earth. Come and see the lives that 

were forever changed.  

 

Come and witness the greatest love story of all time;  

a story of friendship, betrayal, sacrifice, and victory!  

 

A story written for you and for me.  

 

Come and BEHOLD! 
 

There are TWO 45-minute showtimes on 4/7/23: one at 6pm and another at 8pm 

Please visit our website and click on the events tab to register for your seats to the show! 

 



 

 The past few years have not been 

easy on our family. We have lost dearly 
loved family members in a short amount of 
time. We have sat through a few 

"Celebration of Life" services knowing that our loved ones are with Jesus, but the shock 
of sudden loss clouded our ability to truly process what was happening. Grief hits when 
you least expect it, and the tears flow when you didn't even know you 
were sad. This process of grieving has led both Sarah and I to read 
more books on heaven. Sarah has read through the most well-known 
book on Heaven by Randy Alcorn., and I am currently reading 
through The Case for Heaven by Lee Strobel.   It is comforting to read 
about heaven and know that the people we love are experiencing  
paradise with Jesus. If you're struggling with grief over the loss of a 
loved one I recommend you go on the journey with us.  —Pastor Josh 

 A Book You  
      Should Read 

Renovation Updates 
It looks like the spring weather has 
decided to make an early  
appearance. The trees are blooming, 
the grass is growing, and New Hope 
has construction happening  

everywhere! I’d like to update you on a few projects 
that are taking place throughout New Hope’s  
buildings and grounds.  
 

Youth Building 

The inside of the youth building has been demo’d. 
This means all the interior drywall, insulation, and 
wood trimmings have been removed so the  
construction company can remove the existing 
wood framing and roof. Over the next few months 
you will see the existing roof taken off and a new 
one framed in its place. Please pray that the  
weather will cooperate and all the exterior work will 
be completed by April.  
 

Fellowship Hall Kitchen Remodel 
Demolition work will begin on the Fellowship Hall 
kitchen the first week of March. We have hired a 
drywall contractor to come in and fix all of the  
drywall in the walls and ceilings that were damaged 
by the pipes bursting on Christmas Eve. The elders 

have met with deacon leaders, the Children’s  
ministry leaders, and the Fellowship team leaders to 
discuss the best path forward for the kitchen  
remodel. The current kitchen was built more like a 
residential space with cabinetry and appliances that 
would be found in most homes. The new space will 
be designed with a commercial approach, utilizing 
stainless steel counters, larger sinks, and industrial 
appliances that will hold up better over time.  
 

New Bushes and Tree Debris Removed 

We have been cleaning out brush and dead trees all 
around the church property. You will notice new 
bushes and landscaping is being done by the  
Fellowship Hall entrance, and we have been clearing 
out tree brush next to Wilson Pike so we cars can 
have better visibility when leaving the north  
entrance of the church parking lot.  
 

In the fall we will be having a church-wide clean up 
of the property. In the meanwhile, if you ever see 
garbage floating around in the parking lot pleased 
help us out and pick it up. Lets all work together to 
keep the church grounds clean and presentable to 
the community.  
 

Blessings,  
Pastor Josh 
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