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Pastor’s Notes: 

Liturgy Notes – Agnus Dei 

The Agnus Dei, “O Christ, thou Lamb of God…” is the final ordinary of the service (ordinaries being 
the parts that do not change by week or season). It is based on John 1:29, where John the Baptist says 
to his disciples, pointing to Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” It 
is appropriate that we discuss it during Advent when John the Baptist is so prominent in our scripture 
lessons. Just as John prepared the way for the people to receive Christ in his earthly ministry, so we 
are prepared by the Agnus Dei to immediately receive Christ in his body and blood. 

John did not come up with the idea of Christ as the Lamb of God on his own. Isaiah also prophesied: 
“Like a lamb that is lead to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so He 
opened not His mouth” (Isaiah 53:7). The book of Revelation speaks of Jesus as the Lamb of God thir-
ty times. The Agnus Dei is a clear confession that it is this Christ, the lamb of God, who is with us 
now on the altar in his body and blood. Not only is this Christ, but as the Lamb He is gentle and hum-
ble, not coming to us in wrath or terror. The Lamb is the innocent sacrifice for sinners. The Lamb of 
God faced the death we deserve, and now he gives us through his body and blood life that we do not 
deserve. 

Knowing what we are receiving, we sing three times, “O Christ, thou lamb of God, that takest away 
the sin of the world…” confessing that through his sacrifice Jesus has taken our sin. He has purchased 
and won us from sin, death, and the devil, not with gold and silver, but with his own blood and his in-
nocent suffering and death. Then we end twice with “have mercy upon us,” asking that we would not 
receive what we deserve because of our sin because he has taken our sin away out of mercy and love. 
Then we end with “…grant us Thy peace” for finally to have the mercy and forgiveness of Jesus is to 
be at peace with God and with our neighbor. We receive true peace by His body and blood. 

The Agnus Dei is a latecomer to the liturgy and was not used until about 700 A.D., and then not in the 
final form we know today until 1100 A.D. It has come to be understood as the first communion hymn. 
In our practice we sing it when those who are serving, pastor and elder, will commune. To sing the 
Agnus Dei is a salutary way to begin receiving Christ’s body and blood, recognizing Jesus as the Sav-
ior of the World, who by his sacrifice has brought us forgiveness and peace. It’s like a herald of the 
Supper, saying, “This is Jesus! He died for you! He loves you and forgives you all your sin! Take and 
eat!” To this all those who believe certainly say Amen. 



 

 

Hymn of the Month – 351 Creator of the Stars of Night 

“Creator of the Stars of Night” is our hymn of the month for Advent. This hymn was originally written 
in Latin sometime around the 800s A.D. Like many Latin hymns in the hymnal, even though it is very 
old it may be unfamiliar, so let’s familiarize ourselves with it during this Advent season. It was origi-
nally written as a hymn to be sung in the monasteries every day during the Advent season at Vespers, 
or Evening Prayer. Appropriately, we will be singing this hymn to close our evening services.  

This hymn was translated into English by John Mason Neale in the 1800s. He was an Englishman who 
translated many old hymns into English so they could be revived for congregational singing. If you 
thought this hymn sounded a little more chant-like than most, that is on purpose. Neale translated the 
hymn so that the English words would match the original chant tone that went with the words in Latin. 
The tune adds a feeling of mystery which accompanies the incarnation of Jesus, that God became man, 
the central doctrine of Christmas Day. 

The hymn begins calling to Jesus, the “creator of the stars of night,” giving an image of an evening sky 
and Jesus as its creator. With Jesus as the “everlasting light” he is the one who breaks through the met-
aphorical darkness of sin and death that we face here on earth. Therefore, we call “O Christ, Redeemer, 
save us all!” 

Jesus responds in the second stanza, grieved that our sin should “doom to death a universe.” The 
thought of the universe brings up the image of the night sky again. Jesus does not just grieve, he has 
“found the healing, full of grace” to save us. “Full of grace” recalls the angel Gabriel’s announcement 
to Mary, that she would bear in her womb Emmanuel, God with us. The Son of God is going to save 
the doomed universe by entering it himself. 

So, in the third stanza we get the complete explanation of Christ’s life in a couple lines, “the spotless 
Victim all divine, proceeding from a virgin shrine.” This baby who is born of the virgin Mary is also 
going to be the victim, the sacrifice for our sin. This is the reason we celebrate Advent and Christmas, 
because the incarnation of the Son of God leads ultimately to his sacrificial death for us and our salva-
tion. 

The fourth and fifth stanzas add the other emphasis of Advent, the coming of Jesus again in glory on 
the last day. Jesus rose again and ascended into heaven and now “all things celestial thee shall own, 
and things terrestrial, Lord alone.” Both heaven (‘celestial’ recalling the night) and earth (terrestrial) 
are His. All shall see this, every “knee bend” and “heart bow” when Christ returns “with dread to judge 
the living and the dead” on the last day. The last day is not fearful for we who believe, and we ask 
Christ to “preserve us” from the evil one until that day.   

The final stanza is a doxology to the Holy Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – typical for these an-
cient hymns. It is fitting that we would praise our God – creator, redeemer, preserver – at all hours and 
especially in the dark and long evenings of the Advent season.   

 



 

New Year’s Eve Evening Prayer   

Saturday,  December 31st at 7:00 p.m. 

Special December Services 

Midweek Advent (Potluck Dinners at 6:15 pm):  

Wednesday, December 7th at Noon and 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 14th at Noon and 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 21st at Noon and 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 24th, Christmas Eve Divine Service 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 25th, Christmas Day Divine Service at 
9:00 a.m. 

Advent Reading Plan 

With Advent upon us, I would like to suggest that everyone take this time to read through the Gospel of 
Luke. Why Luke? Besides having the well-known Christmas story, Luke has 24 chapters, which allows 
you to read one chapter a day during December and finish on Christmas Eve! Starting December 1, try to 
read one chapter a day of the gospel of Luke, and you will have a deeper understanding of what Christ has 
done when you wake up on Christmas morning. What Christmas gift! 

Church Clean Up Day 

THANK YOU to everyone who came out on Saturday, November 19th to help clean up the church! We 
plan to have another clean up day in the spring. 

Gift Cards for Seminarians 

Thank you to everyone who donated gift cards for the Fort Wayne Seminary Christmas Marketplace. 
We ended up raising over $900 in gift cards, and made over $200 for St. Paul’s in Manna last month! 
The elders challenge to raise $75 was beaten by the trustees, who raised $100, and then the elders 
raised more in response. The winner is—Seminary families! 



 

Lunch with Pastor: Lunch with Pastor will meet at George’s this month on Monday, December 12th at 11 
a.m. Please let Pastor know if you plan to come by December 11th as the restaurant needs to know the size 
of the party. 

 

Manna: Order forms are available on Sunday, December 4th, orders with payment are due on December 
11th and orders can be picked up on December 18th. 

 

Fellowship Signup: Fellowship time has begun. We need volunteers to set up, clean up, and provide food 
for about 20. A Sign up sheet is available in the  narthex. 

 

Nursery help needed: We are in need of volunteers to be on a rotation for the nursery during Sunday 
School/Bible Class hour starting September 11th. While we need someone every Sunday, this does not need 
to be a full year commitment. This will help parents with small children teach Sunday School or attend 
Adult bible Class. If you are willing to join the rotation or help out certain weeks, contact Pastor or Karin 
Antonetti. 

 

Mission Offering for December:  LCMS Seminaries (Fort Wayne and St. Louis) 

 

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKLY MESSENGER 

Food and Fellowship at 

Lunch with Pastor 

Thanks to everyone who came out on November 
7th. Lunch with pastor is a monthly fellowship 
event held every second Monday where all are 
invited to come enjoy food and fellowship, as 

well as speak to pastor about whatever is on your 
mind in a casual setting. Our next lunch is 

scheduled at 11 am, December 12th at George’s 
restaurant. 



 

Trunk or Treat 

Members of St. Paul’s handed out candy and other 
treats at the Lockport Township Trunk or Treat event 
on Thursday, October 27th. Over 400 children came by 
our booth! We are hoping to do this again next year as 
an outreach to the community. 

Jr. Youth Group 

The Junior Youth decorated a tree for the annual competition at the  Gladys Fox Museum in Lockport. 
Thanks to everyone who came out and voted—votes will be tallied later in December. The theme of our 
tree was the hymn “Come Children, with Singing.” 

The youth group purchased gifts of clothing and toys for children at MorningStar Mission on November 
27th. The money raised at the rummage sale was used to purchase these gifts for the wants and needs of 10 
children! Please continue to keep the families of MorningStar Mission in your prayers. 



 

New Gottesdienst Issue Coming Soon! 

The Christmas Gottesdienst issue is in the 
mail and will soon be available in the nar-
thex. Feel free to pick one up when they get 
here. There are many interesting articles 
about sermons, liturgy, and the Bible. We 
are subscribed to ten issues every quarter, 
so get them while they are available. 

Update on the Redeeming Life Maternity Home in Northern Illinois District 

Dear Pastor Antonetti, 

How fitting for a maternity home ministry to be waiting patiently while things grow and change! I can 
empathize with our expectant moms even more these days as the progress on our Illinois Expansion is 
happening on paper in the form of legal documents, permit processes, and project plans, but it is not fin-
ished…yet. The anticipation is exciting. 

Just like a pregnancy, we are growing bigger! Over the course of the past few months our staff has 
grown and now includes 6 staff members. As Executive Director, I share the Florida office with Deacon-
ess Alex Shick, Resident Manager (House Mom) Geo, and Marketing and Development Coordinator 
Audra Duda. Redeeming Life added two new positions in October: Deaconess Lori Trinche who will be 
serving in the new East Dundee, Illinois maternity home and Julia Heinz as our Director of Marketing 
and Development, also located in Illinois. We are thankful for our talented staff and for the technology 
that allows us to stay connected as one ministry despite the distance. 

Thank you for your support for the moms and babies of Redeeming Life! We would not be able to offer 
a warm and stable home without you. Even as inflation climbs, supporters like you give generously to 
make the programs and services we offer available and free to our residents. Thank you for your invest-
ment in the lives of these women and children! 

Please keep our ministry in your prayers as we make progress toward the Illinois Expansion home’s 
opening in 2023. We thank God for you and how your partnership is growing life here! If you'd like to 
learn more about how to get involved with out ministry, please visit www.rlom.org/get-involved 

Praising and Thanking God, 

Sheryl Dewitt, Executive Director, Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries 



 

Michael Murdaugh  December 1 

Hunter Rahn   December 2 

Rebecca Chaney  December 6 

Megan Staley   December 8 

Phyllis Wilsey   December 9 

Timothy Fox   December 21 

Andrew Saxon   December 22 

Henry Antonetti  December 25  

Ashley Bee   December 27 

Allison Saxon   December 27 

Deangelo Jimenez  December 28 

Brian & Rachel Popadowski  December 1, 2006 

 

Robert & Marcella Richmond Jr. December 28, 1991 

 

Kyle & Kathryn Mueller  December 31, 2008 

Allison Polinski  December 1 

Judy Karaus   December 2 

Sandy Michaelsen  December 3 

Alexander Rohder  December 4 

Christina Saxon  December 4 

Abigail Miller   December 5 

Inderjit Sundal   December 5 

Marcella Richmond  December 10 

Michael Smulterowicz December 11 

Tracey Bachmann  December 16 

Karen Rohder   December 26 

Happy Baptismal  

Birthday 

We will be printing out the  birthdays, anniversaries and 
baptismal birthdays every month in the newsletter.  If we 
have missed anyone or if any are in error, please let the 
church office know. Thanks. 
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