252 Kids


March 2026 • Week 2
Upside Down: Treat Others the Way Jesus Treats You


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — March 8th, 2026 (Week 2)
Bible Story: A Roman Commander Has Faith • Matthew 8:5-13
Bottom Line: Remember God is most important.
Conversation Starter: How do you show that God is important?

Monthly Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. Instead, be humble. Value others more than yourselves. • Philippians 2:3 NIrV
LARGE GROUP

Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “Hey, everyone! Welcome back to another awesome week of ‘Upside Down!’ How’s everybody doing today?

“I’m so glad you’re here because this month, we’re learning about what it looks like to live differently, to treat others the way Jesus treats us. And today, we’re talking about something that can really flip our thinking: remembering that God is most important, not us.

“Before we jump into the true story from the Bible that we’re looking at today, we’re going to start with a game called ‘Upside Down Obstacle Course!’ But here’s the catch, you’re not going to run it the normal way. You’re going to run it backwards!

SLIDE: “Upside Down Obstacle Course Title”
“I’m going to need 10 volunteers and will split you into two teams of five. You’ll start at the line, and when I say, ‘Go,’ you’ll walk backwards around the cones, jump backwards through the Hula Hoops®, then run back to the start line—you guessed it—backwards! Then you’ll tag the next teammate. The first team to finish the obstacle course wins!
“Okay, raise your hand if you’d like to volunteer!

Pick ten kid volunteers from the ones who have their hands raised, split them into two teams of five, and line them up at the start line.

“Okay teams, get ready! And remember, you have to stay backwards the WHOLE time!
“3 … 2 … 1… GO!
Play the game. Kids weave in and out of the cones backwards and jump backwards through the Hula Hoops®. Once they finish the obstacle course, they continue to walk or run backwards to their team at the start line and tag the next teammate. The first team to have all team members complete the course wins.
Make sure kids are staying backwards the whole time—both when they go through the obstacle course and when they go back to the start line to tag the next teammate.
“Woohoo! [Team name] won! Let’s give a big hand for both of our teams!
HOST: “Nice job, everyone! You all had to really adjust to doing everything backwards! 
Today, we’re going to learn about a very important person who knew that God is the most important! This story will help us remember that we should always go to Him first. It’s so good to have such a good God in charge!” Let’s stand up and worship God together 
WORSHIP
HOST: “We are lifting our voices and giving God the honor He deserves. When we praise God, it changes our focus. Instead of looking at what’s wrong or what we don’t have, we look at who He is. He’s powerful, He’s good, and He never changes. So let’s sing it out and give Him our best praise!
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W2
AFTER BIBLE STORY 
HOST: “So this week, when things get hard or feel out of control, I want you to remember the Roman commander. He had every reason to rely on his own power, but instead, he chose to trust Jesus. That is what real faith looks like. It’s not about having all the answers. It is about knowing who to run to first.
“When life feels upside down, when things don’t go your way, or when it feels easier to worry or give up, stop for a second and remember who is really in control. Run to Jesus. Let Him lead. He is strong! He is the strongest! 

“The world tells us that we have to prove ourselves, that we have to stay in control. But Jesus shows us something different. He shows us that when we put God first, knowing He is most important, everything else finds its right place. That is why we remember this simple truth.
[Bottom Line] “Remember God is most important. Say that with me!
COMMUNICATOR AND KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Remember God is most important.”
HOST: “Before we head to small groups, I want to leave you with one last question to think about.”

SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “How do you show that God is most important?
“Today we talked about a Roman commander who was in charge of all of these soldiers, yet he chose to trust Jesus instead of himself. That is a huge reminder for all of us. Because sometimes, without even realizing it, we start running to other things first—our friends, our phones, our plans, or even our own strength. But real faith starts when we realize that God is most important.
“So think about this: How do you show that God is important? Maybe it’s taking a few minutes to pray before your day starts. Maybe it’s thanking Him before you post or text. Maybe it’s showing kindness when you really don’t want to.

“Whatever it looks like for you, remember that you can show God is most important through the choices you make and the way you treat people. Just like the commander, you can trust that Jesus’ words are true and His power is real. The same God who was in charge of the Roman commander’s life is in charge of yours!
“As you go to small group, talk about it. Be honest. Share what gets in the way sometimes, and talk about how you can make God first again this week. Because when we run to Jesus first, everything else starts to fall into place.”
PRAYER

HOST: “Let’s talk to the God who is in charge.” “God, we want to trust You, even when it does not make sense. Help us to remember that You are the most important part of our lives. When we are tempted to try to fix everything on our own, remind us to run to You first. When we start to worry or feel out of control, remind us that You are strong enough to handle it. We are choosing to trust You more this week. We want to put You first in what we say, in what we do, and in how we treat others. We love You, Jesus, and we want to follow You every day. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.”
After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 
SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
1. Take a Snapshot
Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Connect
*Uses Minimal Supplies*
What You Need: 
· Bowl

· Slips of paper

· Writing utensils
What You Do:
· Give each kid a few slips of paper and a writing tool.

· Tell them you’re going to have a Q&A session, but they’re the ones providing the questions.

· Ask them to write down any question they have about God, faith, the Bible, or Jesus. Assure them that there are no bad questions and they don’t have to write their name on it.

· Instruct them to fold their questions and put them in the hat.

· Mix up the questions. Draw one question to read it aloud to the group.

· As a group, try to answer the question. It’s okay to say, “I don’t know, but that’s a great question we can look into.” The goal is the conversation, not having perfect answers.

· Use the discussion to point back to the idea that even when we have questions, we can trust God no matter what.

What You Say:
“These are incredible questions. It’s so important to ask questions and keep asking them! The Roman commander in our story had faith even though he might not have understood everything about Jesus. He understood authority; he told his soldiers, ‘Go,’ and they went. The important Roman commander knew that Jesus had a higher authority over absolutely everything. His faith was so strong that Jesus was amazed. Even when we have big questions, we can have that same kind of faith, trusting that God is in charge. Nothing is too big or too hard for God. We can take anything to God and He will listen. God is always there to help. We can trust God no matter what! [Bottom Line] Remember God is most important.”
2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review

Made to Connect
What You Need: 

· No supplies needed

What You Do:

Ask:

· The Roman commander had a lot of power, but he still asked Jesus for help. What does that tell us about what it means to be strong or in charge in God’s eyes?

· Jesus was amazed by the commander’s faith. What do you think it means to have the kind of faith that “amazes” Jesus?

· The commander believed Jesus could heal his servant just by speaking. What are some things in your life that you need to trust God can handle—without you having to control it?

· The Roman commander humbled himself, even though he was important. What are some ways you can show humility and remember that God is most important in your own life?

· Jesus said people from all over would be part of God’s kingdom—not just a certain group. How does that change the way you think about who God’s love is for and how we should treat others?
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