252 Kids


March 2026 • Week 3
Upside Down: Treat Others the Way Jesus Treats You


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — March 15th, 2026 (Week 3)
Bible Story: Be Humble / Love Your Enemies • Matthew 5:38-48
Bottom Line: Love like Jesus even when it’s hard.
Conversation Starter: How can you show kindness to someone who makes you mad?
Monthly Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. Instead, be humble. Value others more than yourselves. • Philippians 2:3 NIrV
LARGE GROUP

Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “Hey, everyone! Welcome back to another awesome week of our series called ‘Upside Down!’ How’s everybody doing today?

“I’m so pumped you’re here because this month, we’re learning what it means to live in an upside-down kind of way, the kind of way that looks totally different from what the world expects. And I don’t mean hanging upside down from the monkey bars, even though that’s fun too. I mean following Jesus by treating people the way He treats us, even when it’s hard.
“And today … oh, it’s going to get real. We’re talking about how to love people even when they’re … let’s say … kind of hard to love. You know, that friend who gets on your nerves, that classmate who’s rude, that sibling who, let’s be honest, you just really can’t handle a lot of the time? Yeah. Those moments.

“Well, Jesus actually had something incredible to say about that, and we’ll learn what it is soon. But first, let’s start with a game that’s a little bit backwards. You’re going to need to follow and listen carefully. It’s called ‘Lead the Way’!
SLIDE: Lead the Way Title
“Here’s how it works. I need two teams, and each team will have two players. One player is going to be blindfolded, and the other is going to be their guide.

“The blindfolded player will have to walk backwards. Yep. You heard that right. Backwards! That means you can’t see where you’re going, and you can’t even tell what direction you’re facing! You’ll be walking completely upside down from what feels normal. That’s the challenge!
“See these two paths on the floor? They’re full of twists, turns, and zigzags through the cones. The guide’s job is to use only their voice to help their teammate get to the end. If the kid who is blindfolded gets too far off the line, the guide will need to lead them back to it before they can keep going. But remember … you can only use your voice to guide your teammate!

“The first team to reach the end of their line wins. And if you’re in the audience, your job is to cheer them on! Okay, let’s pick our volunteers! Raise your hand if you’d like to play!

Pick four volunteers from the kids who have their hands raised, split them into two teams of two, and line them up at the start line. Name the teams “Team One” and “Team Two.”
Give one kid from each team a blindfold and make sure they are facing backwards on the starting line.
“All right, teams, let’s get ready to go upside down!
“3 … 2 … 1 … GO!

Start the game. Encourage each team as they race and involve the audience. Make sure the blindfolded kids are walking backwards and staying on the line, and make sure the kids who are guides are using only their voices to guide the blindfolded kids.
“Woohoo! [Insert team name] is the winner!
Great job, everyone! You know that game is actually a lot like what we’re learning about today. Because the truth is, loving others, especially when they’re unkind, can feel just like walking blindfolded sometimes. You’re not sure where to step next, or how to respond, but Jesus shows us the way.
So let’s stand up and worship God—His love changes us from the inside out. We celebrate how much we and everyone else needs God’s love. 
WORSHIP
HOST: “Hey, everyone! Let’s stand up and get ready to worship! When we praise God, we’re saying, ‘You’re amazing, You’re powerful, and You deserve all the credit!’
“No matter what kind of week you’ve had, God is still good. So let’s lift our voices, clap our hands, and give Him our best praise!”

VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W3
AFTER BIBLE STORY 

HOST: “So this week, when it feels easier to stay mad or get even, hand the remote to Jesus. (Hold up the remote.) Let Him guide your response. When you want to hit rewind and replay what someone said to you, pause instead. When you feel like turning up the volume on your anger, choose to turn it down and listen for His voice. When you’re tempted to fast-forward through a hard moment, stop and ask for His patience. Every time you hand Jesus the remote, you’re saying, ‘I trust You more than my feelings.’ That’s real strength.
“So this week, let’s live differently. Let’s hand control to Jesus and let His love lead the way. Because the world doesn’t change when we fight back, it changes when we love back.

“Before we head to small groups, I want to leave you with one last question to think about.”

SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “How can you love like Jesus when it’s hard?
“Think about it for a second. Maybe there’s someone in your life who’s tough to get along with, a classmate who gets on your nerves, a friend who hurt your feelings, or maybe even someone in your family. Loving them doesn’t mean pretending what they did was okay; it means choosing to respond in a way that looks more like Jesus. 
“As you head to small group, I want you to really think about that. How can you love like Jesus when it’s hard? What would it look like to choose love instead of revenge this week? How could your choice to love actually change the situation, or even change you?”
PRAYER

HOST: “Let’s talk to the God who will help you show love, even when it’s hard.”

“God, thank You for showing us what real love looks like. Jesus, You loved people who hurt You, and You forgave when it didn’t make sense. That kind of love feels impossible sometimes, but we know You can help us do it. This week, when it feels easier to stay mad or get even, remind us to hand You the remote. Help us to pause, to listen, and to let Your love lead our hearts. Give us the courage to choose kindness, forgiveness, and grace when it’s hard. We want to love like You do. Thank You for loving us first. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 
SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
1. Take a Snapshot
Live for God | Application Activity

Made to Connect
What You Need: 

· Posterboard 

· Marker
What You Do:
· Tell the group that Jesus didn’t just talk about loving others; He showed it. As a group, you’re going to brainstorm a simple service project you could do together to “love like Jesus” in a practical way.

· Ask: “What are some ways we could love others like Jesus?”
· Write their ideas on the board.

· Then, brainstorm simple ways your group could show love to one of those groups.

· Make cards for residents of a local nursing home.

· Collect socks or toiletries for a local shelter.

· “Chalk the walk” with kind messages on the sidewalk outside the church.

· Choose one idea that your group is excited about and could realistically do. Make a simple plan to put it into action.

What You Say:
“These are incredible ideas. It’s one thing to talk about loving people, but it’s another thing to actually do it. When we serve others, we are putting others first. When people see you choosing to love when it’s hard, they’ll know that you’re different. They’ll see that you’re a follower of Jesus. We are choosing to [Bottom Line] love like Jesus even when it’s hard. That's humility in action.”
2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review

Made to Play
What You Need: 

· No supplies needed

What You Do:

Ask:

· Jesus said to love your enemies and pray for those who hurt you. Why do you think Jesus wants us to respond to mean or hurtful people with love instead of revenge?

· Going the “extra mile” was a choice the person could make to show kindness. What might it look like for you to “go the extra mile” for someone who isn’t kind to you?

· It’s easy to love people who love us back, but Jesus asks for more. What’s the difference between the kind of love Jesus talked about and the kind of love most people show?

· Jesus said that when we love our enemies, we show we are God’s children. How can showing love to difficult people help others see what God is like?

· Loving others like Jesus can feel impossible sometimes. When it’s really hard to be kind or forgiving, what can you do to let God help you love that person anyway?
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