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Today’'s Suggested Schedule

Greeting & Prayer (5 minutes)
The leader greets the children and asks
how they are doing. After a brief time of

sharing, the group participates in a short

prayer activity to prepare their hearts for
the lesson.

Small Group Activity (15 minutes)

Groups: Creating a safe place to connect

Pray & Dismiss (5 minutes)

After small group time, the leader closes in
prayer. Then the children are dismissed.

252Kids September
Small Opsthe

Group Move

Bible Story

Be Humble/Love Your Enemies
Matthew 5:38-48

Bottom Line

Don't do anything only to get ahead.
Don't do it because you are proud.

Instead, be humble. Value others
more than yourselves.

Philippians 2:3 NIrv
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Greeting

&
Prayer

What You Need

(] A Spinning Wheel
(] Prayer Chart
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Small Opsthe

Group Move

» What You Do

Pray for your group before they arrive -> Pray for kids who
will visit your group for the first time. Thank God that His love
is for the whole world, and that includes you and every
person you will ever meet. Recall an age-appropriate story
about a time you were confused about God, and He met you
in your questions. Ask God to help the kids in your group
understand that “the whole world” means everyone. Pray
they would know God loves them, He loves their family, He
loves their friends, and He loves the new person at school.

Choose a child to spin the wheel.
Each color matches a prayer prompt on the chart.

After spinning, the child finds the matching prompt, reads
it, and prays.

Let a few more children take turns spinning the wheel and
praying.

@ What You Say

“Prayer is how we talk with God, our loving Father. The Bible tells
us to pray without ceasing—talking to Him anytime, anywhere.
Whatever you do, begin with prayer. When you do, you can trust
that God is in control and working in every situation.”

Transition -> Lead your group to the small group activity
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Bible Story
Telephone

Faith Skills
Hear from God Pray to God
Talk about God Live for God

What You Need

¢ No supplies needed

Inclusive Pro Tips %

Use thumbs-up and thumbs-
down if not all children can sit
and stand easily.

252Kids December
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Group

What You Do:

* Encourage the kids to join you and sit in a circle.

* Explain the game of Telephone. You'll whisper a short
sentence from the story into one kid's ear, and they!ll
whisper it to the next, and so on.

¢ Use these simple sentences from the story:

“Jesus said, ‘Love your enemies.”

“Be kind to people who are mean.”

“Pray for people who hurt you.”

“This shows you are children of your Father in heaven.”
“[Bottom Line] Love like Jesus even when it's hard.”

O 0 0 0 ©°

* Whisper the first sentence to the first kid.

* When the sentence gets to the end of the circle, encourage
the last kid to say it out loud.

* Talk about whether the message stayed the same. Play
again with the next sentence.

What You Say:

“Great job! It can be tricky to get the message right. The
message Jesus gave us in our story is so important, we
want to get it right! Jesus said: ‘Love your enemies. Pray
for those who hurt you. Then you will be children of your
Father who is in heaven. He causes his sun to shine on evil
people and good people. He sends rain on those who do
right and those who don't’ (Matthew 5:44-45 NIrV).

“Did you hear that? Jesus didn't just say: ‘Don’'t be mean to
your enemies.’ He told us to love our enemies. That's
completely upside down, right?! But showing love to an
enemy—that's just what God does. God shows kindness to
everyone. And God says He wants us to show the world
that we are His children by doing the same. He wants us
to [Bottom Line] love like Jesus even when it's hard.”
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e Give every kid a Bible and direct them to look u
G23 | W3 Philippiar%/s 2:3. P

e Repeat the verse aloud several times.
e Review any words that might be unfamiliar to the kids.
ACTIVITY TWO e Guide the kids to put their Bibles aside.
. e Divide the kids into two teams, “X” and “O.”
Tlc Tac e Give both teams five beanbags (or markers).
e Encourage a kid from the first team to toss a beanbag
M ofn'ﬁlo ttl)we b%ard. e land ]
e [f the beanbag (or marker) lands on a square with part
emo ry olf thg verse, instruct the whole group to read that part
aloud.
Ve rse ¢ If the beanbag (or marker) lands on a blank square,

encourage the team to leave their beanbag (or
marker) there.
e Teams take turns trying to get three in a row.

e After the game, say the whole Memory Verse together.
What You Need (Don't forget to add the verse reference—Philippians
2:3!)
* Bibles e Play several rounds if desired.

e “Tic Tac Memory Verse"Activity
Page

¢ Floor tape

e Beanbags (in two different colors)
o 5perteam

What You Say:

“Great game, everyone! Our Memory Verse tells us to be
humble and put others first. That's a huge part of how we
can [Bottom Line] love like Jesus even when it's hard.
That's what humility looks like. Be humble and value
others more than yourselves. When we do that, we
[Bottom Line] love like Jesus even when it's hard.”

Inclusive Pro Tips %

Print “Verse Motions" Activity
Pages to support visual
learners and readers who want
to follow along on their own
copies of the motions.

Small Béra! Extral
Group
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What You Say

S
77440

“Dear God, thank You for loving us. Please help us to love
others the way You do, sending sun and rain on everyone.
P ray a n d Give us Your strength so we can [Bottom Line] love like Jesus
o o even when it's hard. We need Your help! We love You, and
D I S m ISS we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Transition -> As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to
share one promise from today's Bible Story that God kept
and remind the kids to share that [Bottom Line] Jesus is good
news for everyone.

Inclusive Pro Tips %

Instead of praying silently, give
options for the kids to write or
doodle to God quietly.
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