QFMC 5 Day Devotional

Week of February 8, 2026 by Andrew Royer

Emmanuel - God With Us Through Every Step

Day 1: Obedience in Uncertainty
Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

Devotional: Joseph's story reminds us that obedience doesn't require having all the
answers. When the angel appeared to him, Joseph didn't receive a detailed
roadmap—just the next faithful step. He chose to respond rather than react, setting
aside his comfort and reputation to trust God's guidance. Today, God isn't asking you to
understand the entire journey. He's simply inviting you to take the next step of faith.
What is that one step for you? Perhaps it's a conversation you've been avoiding, an act
of forgiveness, or simply choosing to trust when clarity seems distant. Remember:
faithfulness doesn't require certainty; it requires trust.

Reflection Question: What is one area where God is asking you to obey without
having all the details?

Day 2: Guidance Through Disruption
Reading: Matthew 2:13-15

Devotional: "Get up and flee to Egypt." These urgent words shattered Joseph's
expectation of a settled life. The family had just welcomed Jesus into the world, and
now they faced immediate danger and displacement. Joseph's obedience didn't remove
the difficulty—it moved him through it. You may be experiencing disruption right
now—plans that have fallen apart, unexpected changes, or circumstances beyond your
control. God's presence isn't dependent on stability. Emmanuel means "God with us" in
the chaos, in the midnight departures, in the refugee experiences. Your obedience in
disruption isn't about eliminating the challenge; it's about walking through it with God's
steady presence beside you.

Reflection Question: How have you experienced God's presence in a time of
unexpected disruption?



Day 3: God's Presence in Grief
Reading: Matthew 2:16-18; Jeremiah 31:15

Devotional: Matthew doesn't shy away from the brutal reality of Herod's violence. He
gives language to grief through Jeremiah's prophecy: "Rachel weeps for her children,
refusing to be comforted." God doesn't explain away evil or minimize suffering. Instead,
He enters into it. Jesus came into a world marked by violence, loss, and political
instability—a world much like ours. If you're grieving today, whether the loss of a loved
one or the death of expectations, know that God doesn't demand you move past it
quickly. He allows lament. He sits with you in sorrow. Emmanuel isn't just present in joy;
He's present in the deepest valleys of grief, holding space for your tears.

Reflection Question: What grief are you carrying that needs God's comforting
presence today?

Day 4: Incremental Guidance
Reading: Matthew 2:19-23

Devotional: Joseph received four dreams, each providing just the next step—never the
complete plan. Return to Israel. Wait, redirect to Galilee. Settle in Nazareth. God's
guidance is often incremental, not comprehensive. We crave the full narrative, the
detailed spreadsheet, the guaranteed outcome. But faith doesn't work that way. Trust is
built step by step, dream by dream, decision by decision. You may be frustrated by the
lack of clarity in your life right now. Take heart: God isn't withholding information to
confuse you; He's inviting you into deeper trust. The next faithful step is enough. Obey
what you know, and God will reveal what comes next when you need it.

Reflection Question: What is the one next step God has made clear to you, even if
the full path remains unclear?

Day 5: Faithfulness in the Ordinary
Reading: Luke 2:39-40, 51-52
Devotional: After all the drama—angelic visits, refugee flight, narrow escapes—the

family settles in Nazareth. Not Jerusalem, not somewhere strategic or impressive, but
ordinary Nazareth. Sometimes God's guidance leads us not forward into something



bigger, but back into something faithful. The spectacular moments pass, and we're left
with the daily rhythms of faithfulness: raising children, working jobs, loving neighbors.
Jesus grew up in this ordinariness, and it was there He was formed for His mission.
Your ordinary life—the routines, the relationships, the seemingly small choices—is
sacred ground where Christ is formed in you. Faithfulness in the mundane is just as
important as obedience in the dramatic moments. Emmanuel is with you there too.

Reflection Question: How can you practice faithfulness to God in the ordinary
rhythms of your daily life this week?

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us—thank You for being present in every season of
our lives. In disruption, uncertainty, fear, and grief, You remain constant. Help us take
the next faithful step, trusting that You are guiding us even when we cannot see the full
path. Form Christ in us through both the dramatic and the ordinary moments. May we
respond as disciples rather than react in fear, choosing obedience over comfort, and
trust over control. We rest in Your promise: You will never leave us alone. Amen.
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